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To the READER. 


N conformity to a which ſends few 

books intothe world, be they never ſo mean, 
without ſome fair beſpeaking of the Reader, 
or giving him an account of the Author 
or his work, it was thought convenient 
that ſome little thing in that kinde ſhould be prefix'd 
to theſe few ſheets, and that I ſhould doe it who may rea- 
ſonably be preſumed to have a greater knowledge and in- 
tereſt in this Affair then any other, Know therefore, Rea- 
der, that ſomewhile agoe, npon à certain occaſion which 
would be to no purpoſe here to mention, there was begot in 
me 4 curioſity to know the Opinions of that pious Fa- 
ther of the Church the learned Origen; and being neither 
by natural temper nor the way of my ſtudies nor conditi- 
on of life either ſo punctually informed what was in ge- 
neral eſteem accounted Orthodox,or much awed by the 
word, I ſuffered that curioſity to grow ſo great in me, that 
I was even afflicted till it was ſatufied. But having nei- 
ther time enough to ſpare from my own ſecular emploi- 
ments, nor philoſophy enough to pierce imo thoſe recon- 
dite myſteries, I quickly perceived I could not by my own 
induſtry and meditation come to the end of my defires, 1 
therefore wrote unto a Friend of mine competently well 
4 2 enabled 
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enabled with thoſe advantages of leiſure and metaphy- 
ſical knowledge, conjuring him by our long acquain- 
tance and friendſhip, to give himſelf the — 

ding me an account of ſome Quæres I there pat to him, 
tending to my contentment and ſatifattion in this parti- 
cular. He by good hap having juſt before ＋ 7 4 Trea- 
tiſe, which may one day ſee the light ta the benefit of 
the Church, and having nothing new in the Forge, piti- 
ed my anxiety,and promiſed to * ſomething for the eaſe 
of my minde; and accordingly ſhortly after 44 me the ho- 
wour to ſend me the following papers, Thou maieſt eaſily 
imagine I received ſo obliging a preſent with all due re- 
ſentment, and entertained the fair conceptions in it with 
extraordinary emotion of ſpirit, For really ſeveral things 
before lay ſocroſs and ſcurvily in my Soul, that I took 
no pleaſure to look into it, nay I was ſenſibly pained and 
prick'd when I had the hardineſs ſo to doe. But I quickly 
felt all thoſe fe begin to wear away, and eve- 
ry thing to range it ſelf in its right place and order , 
principles and concluſions fairly accorded, and a laſting 
peace and calm ( for ſo I boldly preſaged ) poſſeſſed me 
throughout, Having received ſo great a benefit my ſelf, 
and conjecturing that inthis inquiſitive Age, the minds 
of other men 4s well as mine might need, and would 
1oyfully receive Relief by the ſame means which mini- 
ſtred to my tranquillity, and having by trial aloof off up- 
on ſome capable perſons found that my conj ecture was 
real, I thowght I ſhould be envious if I did not endeavour 
10 obtain leave of my Friend to make his papers publick, 
Wherewpon after 2 time I reſolved to give him 4 


viſit at his Hermitage (as he i wont to call the place of 


his retirement) for the effefting of my purpoſe. Where 
among ſt 
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To the Reader. 
amone ft many learned and pleaſant Entertains the clear 
wit neſſes of a benigne nature, an innocent Conſcience 
and ſatisfied — — , I moved my deſign unto 
him. He with an amazed look ad me what I meant. 
I yur told him that I meant to doe what was in mt, 
that others. might receive that eaſe and benefit which I 
my ſelf had felt by his labour; for others there were in 
the world, I deubted not, in the ſame condition I was 
then in when I requeſted hu aſfiſtance: and in exchange 
for his queſtion I acked him, why he ſhould be ſo un- 
willing to it as his looks ſhewed him to be. To which 
after ſome little recollection, The queſtions diſcuſſed in 
thoſe inconſiderable Papers you tale of (replied he) are 
great and bold, and you mifhake the world if you imagine 
they will finde an equal hearing, but are certainly much 
out in qour account if you think men will be convinced 
of their truth by ſo mean an handling as mine is. For 
though I thought that would be enough to entertain your 
curioſity a little til the fit was over, and to offer ſome 
bints to your more deliberate meditations, yet I did not 
then while I was ſcribling of them, much leſs now in my 
cooler thoughts, conceive them convictive to any who 
were not in 4 very forward preparation to the belief of - 
them already, For neither are the foundations of my rea- 
ſonings lay d low enough, nor firmly ſetled, (being I was 
to follow Origen rather then my owninvention) nor i the 
order of my conceptions upon any of the Opinions ſuch as 
it ought to be: for I remember very well upon my rea- 
ding the papers over after I had finiſhd them, I diſ- 
cern d ſome things in the entrance of a queſtion or an ar- 
— which by the right laws 0 Lilcrarſe ong bi to 

ave come bohinde; others I ſaw were caſt into the 
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tleſe of it which would have done better ſervice more 
ally placed. To tel you the truth, I did not ſcrups- 
lonfly ſer my ſelf any method, but tet all thoaghts that 
came, and as they came (if homogeneous to the whole ) 
and there upon the ſpot fetter d them in words, left they 
might not have been at hand when | needed them, nor I 
been able to recall ſuch fugitive things when their turn 
came. My Anſwers to Obiectious have the ſame care- 
leſneſs in them, no applying this or that to ſuch or ſuch 
4 propoſition, but 4 fue eaking to the whole, being 
loth, as it ſhould ſeem, to loſe any good words that came in 
my mind, which muſt necdt render my anſwer weak and 
obſcure to ſtrict logical readers, Many 72 imterpreta- 
tions of Scripture are rather extravagant or pleaſant 
then the ſerious confirmations of a weighty canſe, and 
which affect to make the holy pen-men of Sacro writ 
ſpeak Notions where in al likelihood they never meant 
it, I am alſo much too ſhort in moſt of the points de- 
bated, Which faulis thong h they be pardpnable in a pri- 
vate letter to a familiar friend, will be ſottiſh and rid;- 
culous in a publiſh'd piece. Do you then impartiali judge 
whether ſo ſhort a diſcourſe, full of ſo many and ſuch mon- 
ſtrous defects, pretending the defence of high and rais'd 
myſteries N ſtrong inveterate prejudices, be not a 
thine rather to be laveht at then recerotd as uſeful to an 

better purpoſe,To thus I ſmilingly replied,that he might 
be as bold as he pleaſed with his own; yet if he would 
that I ſhould be of his mind: for the preſent and ac tnom- 
ledge with him theſe Fawlts (xs he call d them) I ws con- 
tent, pon condition that he would take his papers back 
and mend them in all the particulars he was pleaſed to 
ſay they were defectivt in, and then give me that _ 
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which I then came to begge. This I preſ d him to with 
all earne ſtneſ — oping that either he would do 
it, and ſo I might receive his ſecond and (as the proverb 
ſays) better cegitations, whoſe firſt pleaſed me ſo much : 
or elſe that he would be forced ont of civility to grant me 
wit. requeſt,if he was —— to deny the ſecond, And 
it fell out according to my hope; for being obſtinately ſet 
againſt all Review, partly becauſe he was nom more ſeri- 
ouſly employed, partly becauſe that would look like an Ap- 
probation of _ Opinions, he at laſt unwillingly 
permitted me to ave what I would with that I had. hich 
I here offer to thy candid acceptance, being confident thou 
wilt not be offended with any thing in it 755 beeſt 
7 my humour, to think no Opinion Faemidab e which does 
onour to God, renders him moſt amiable to men, and a 
ſure object of our Faith and Hope, which juſtifies the 
waies of his Providence, and reconciles them with his moſt 
precious Attributes, Equity and penignity, Farewell, 
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F the partial judgement which your 

Frieadſhip makes of me and the heat of 
your commendable curioſity would ſuf- 

fer you equally and coolly to conſider the 
Undertaker and his Work; you would 
out of pity to me, and honour to the great Perſonage 
you enquire of, exſpect no other Letter from me at this 


time then one of humble thanks _ releaſing me from 


the 


p 
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the burthen your commands had laid upon me. For 
verily I much need your pity and relief, who am com- 
bated with two mig ty contrary paſſions z the one an 


infinite deſire to doe the Father right, the other as 
great a deſpair of doing it, from the moſt certain con- 
ſciouſneſs of my own inability, And though by my 
undertaking of it Tthall reap this fruit of having gi- 


ven you an evidence of what Authority your com- 


mands are with me, and how ready I am in the great- 
eſt diſadvantages to obey them: yet I ſhall neither ſa- 
tisfie you not my ſelf in the performance; and poſh- 
bly be injurious to his Venerable name, in adding more 
Envy to his Opinions through my uns kilful repreſen- 
tation of them, But to be bold with you upon the 
warrant of our Friendſhip, I think you are not at pre- 
ſent capable of any equitable conſideration as to this 
particular; and therefore I do reſolve to bear the 


Neceſſity as well as I may, hoping it will prove a be- 


nefit to me and ſecurity for the future: be e 
you will not be very forward to impoſe a ſecond Tas 
of this nature upon me, who have ſo ill acquitted my 
ſelf in the firſt, And to ſhew you how little power 
I have over my own Inclinations and Actions where 
you are pleaſed to dirg& them, I ſhall, even con- 
trary to my own judgement , omit nothing of the 
Method you have ſet me; but give you an Account, 
ſuch as it will be, of all che particulars you deſire to 
know, und according to the Order they are in in your 
TLerter; though other wiſe being left free I ſhould 
certainly have way d rhe firſt of them, and poſſibly the 
ſecond, Five things then you enquire of, 


I, What 
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and his chiefeſt Opinions. 

1, What opinion the Ancients had of the Worth, 
Spirit and temper of his Perſon, 

2, What they thought of his Doctrine. 

3. What his Dogwats are. 

4. By what Arguments he aſſerted them. 

5. By what his Adverſaries endeavoured to con- 
fute them, and how I imagine an origeniſ would an- 
ſwer to their Objections. 


I anſwer to the firſt be pleaſed to receive this Ad- 
vertiſement in the firſt place, which may ſerve to 
arm you againſt the entertainment of a too · ſorward 
prejudice againſt him, Thoſe that are skill'd and 
well-read in the Antient Writers of the Church tell 
us that there are very few Records leſt of him, but 
ſuch as muſt be had out of thoſe writings which were 


on purpaſe compoſed to refute his Opinions; or at 


leaſt out of ſuch as colleR and amaſle together his 
Opinions without their Coofutation , with deſigne 
to bid men beware of them and deteſt them, Where- 
fore it is not to be wondred at, if the heat of diſ- 
putation or zeal for what they were perſwaded was 
the Lhe —— — — ſo ——— 
a paſſion ſpeak ſomething more harſhly and tartly of 
his — opinions, whom they <A ined the ad- 
verſary and ſubverter of it. But to the buſineſs, 
"Tis laid to his charge that he was carried away with 
too curious an endeavour of letting no part of = 
Scriptures how hard ſoever goe unexplained, whic 
proved his ruine; That he wis very temerarious, and 
in his Iaterpretations ſaid any thing carclefly _ 
B 2 e 


An Account of ORIGEN, 
he pleaſed, That he was xqrwdns x don oper, 
a ſearcher of things unſearchable , enbiCack Ss ewv- 
ezriwy, who fill d all the world with his Toys and 
Nugicity , a fanatick, s9racop@-, a Caviller and 
jearer at the ſimplicity of true Believers, one who 
through his carnal minde and reaſonings could not 
receive the Grace of the Spirit, an unbeliever, and the 
greateſt of unbelievers, a pitiful vain-glorious man 
perverted by his great skill in the Greek learning, 
The unpleaſantneſs of the Argument tires me already, 
and my reverence to the Cenſurers makes me abſtain 
from their names. But I ſhall recreate your minde 
with his more advantageous picture, which they drew 
for him in a direct view of him, without ſo oblique 
a Caſt upon his Opinions, And here they repreſent 
him as one who both in his youth and afterwards wil- 
lingly and courageouſly ſuffered many perſecutions 
and much barbarous uſage for the Name of Chriſt 
and the holy Doctrine of Faith, being many times 
dragged throughthe ſtreets of the City, reprochfully 
uſed and reviled, enduring tortures unſufferable, en- 
vied and hated by thoſe in power for his eximious 
piety and learning; who overthrew and confuted all 
the Hereſies that were in the Church in his time; 
very well skilled in the Natures and properties of 
Animals and other natural things; who liv'd an 
Aſcetick life, and through his exceſſive ſtrictneſs, 
ſpare diet, and abſtinence from Animals, tis reported 
J e dur m, * whom none but the igno- 
rant and unskilful can deny to have been the Mafter 
of the Churches after the Apoſtles ; ſo well verſed 
in the Holy Scriptures that he had them all —_— 
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and his chiefeſt Opinions. 
book, and his knowledge in them was ſo. great, that 
even his Adyerſaries wiſhed to have had it, though 
with the Envy of his name; whoſe continual ſtudy 
night and day was to underſtand them, and to explain 
them to others; and innumerable Treaties of that 
kinde he publiſhed for the good of all men, beſide 
a multitude of other writings,to the number of 6000 
volumes in all; who writ more then other men can 
read: and all this divine knowledge he had in con- 
junction with the perfect underſtanding of the pro- 
foundeſt Myſteries of the beſt and nobleſt Sects of 
Philoſophy ; before whom Plotinus himſelf was 
— to continue his Lecture, ſo much did he re- 
vere this holy and learned Father. And to be ſhort, 
I referre you to the Encomium given him by Vincen- 
tins Lirinenſis, This is a Draught of him from thoſe 
who otherwiſe were not apt — him. And you 
in taking a view of it cannot but clearly diſcover 
theſe two things: the ingenuity and integrity of thoſe 
who were enemies to his Doctrine, in that they did 
not, like the Diſputers of aſter- ages, make all men 
ignorant and impious who were not of their minde; 
and the ſtupendious worth of origen, which drew ſuch 
fair. teſtimonies of his perſonal per fections even from 
them who through their diſlike of his Opinions could 
not poſſibly be his profeſſed Encomiaſts. And if I 
ſhould adde what intimations I finde of the eſteem 
had of him by ſuch as did not diſapprove his dogmats, 
you would « hn ſay that he was little leſs then an 
Apoſtle. But becauſe the witneſs of Friendſhip is ſo 
apt to be partial, and ſo leſs credible, Iwill wave it, and 
here make an end of the firſt Quære. 
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He. ſecond. is, What they thought of his Do- 
ctrines. | 
They ſay his Hereſte, though entertain d by the 
moſt eminent Chriſtizns, and ſuch as profeſs d a Mo- 
naſticł and Anchoretick life and poverty, yet was it 
m T TAaudy D τνο%ο,,l That his degmata con- 
cerning Faith and matters ot higher Speculation are the 
moſt abfurd of any that ever were before or after him, 
thoſe onely opinions of other Sects excepted which 
countenanc d impure and filthy practices: That his 
doctrine of the ReſurreRion, beſide the nugacity of 
it, was indeed mere unbelief; a deceitful opinion 
not maintain'd by Faith, but Sy{logiſms and ratiocinati- 
ons ; ſubverting the — of our faith u M 
xk] Funy νe⁷ ovuBarormy * madneſs and igno- 


rance and blaſphemy; a putative reſurrection and 


onely in appearance, for he did onely in words con- 
ſeſs that Article, but indeed and in his minde deni- 
ed and ſubverted it. His opinion concerning Preex- 


ſiſtence and the happier ſtate of the Soul before ſhe 


was thruſt down into theſe inferior parts of the world, 


they ſay, is Ts5pemaques x9} TexymnyaAcoyia, without 
ſenſe or underſtanding , the conceit of bad men, blaſ- 


phemy and ſtolidity; That the Author of it did imitate 


the craft and deceittulneſs of the Devil, that old Ser- 
pent, who of old deceived Eve , and ſtill does the 
mindes of the Simple: That his doctrine in general 
is abſurd and pernicious, a Serpentine deadly poiſon, 
which he vomited into the world to his own deſtru- 
ion and theirs who adhere to him. His doctrine of 
the holy Trinity, they ſay, is manifeſt blaſphemy, * 
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and his chiefeſt Opinions. 
he by it was the Father of Arrianiſme, and the root 
whence all other like Hereſies ſprang z ſo nearly ſym- 
bolizing not onely with Arrius, but with Exnomius 
and Manic haus alſo, that they who have written 
againſt them have with the ſame labour anſwered to 
his Impieties; an enemy of God and the Church 
for his moſt hateful opinions: And one profeſſes in 
the word and faith of a Chriſtian, that his dogmats 
are poiſonous and contrary to Scripture, His opi- 
nion concerning the Dappy reſtitution of all things, 
and the liberation of the puniſhed, whether men or 
Demons, is ſuch, that they cannot tell whether they 
ſhould be grieved or laugh at ir, What hath been 
produced upon this ſecond enquiry I think is ſuffi- 
cient to let you ſee, what opinion ſome pious and 
learned perſons of the Church had of origen's do- 
ctrines. I cannot here, as in the former Quere, op- 
e to this ſeverer Cenſure one more favorable in 
is behalf, becauſe the more ancient Authors I make 
uſe of in this whole matter were profels'd enemies 
to his dogmatas and I have heard of no other ex- 
ſtant which befriend them, Yet ſomething you 
may gather from the firſt teſtimony produc'd in 
this particular, and adde to it, that he hath not 
wanted ſuch as have apologiz d for him and de- 
fended the Catholickneſs of his doctrine; men 
very eminent in the Church for place and dignity, 
and alſo for their learned writings , ſome whereof 
are ſtill exſtant and in great eſteem in the world, 
One of them is by his Adverſaries themſelves con- 
ſeſſed to be Catholick in the grand hereſie of all, to 
wit, that of the holy Trinity : a ſecond was ſo _ 
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a Chriſtian as to confirm the truth of his Faith by 
Martyrdome, That I may not add that ſome later 
writers, but very learned men, have defended him too: 
for I know with ſome men it will be exception 
enough againſt their Authority to ſay they are Mo- 
dern, with others againſt their Reaſon to ſay, This 
man was a Philoſopher, that a Papiſt, a third a e- 
ſuite the worſt of Papiſts; for the holy Father hath 
found defenders amongſt all theſe ſorts of men, Bur 
inſtead of ſuch teſtimonies of antient writers which 
do as much cry up the truth and nobleneſs of his 
dogmata , as thoſe others I have produced do re- 
prove their falſneſs and contrariety to the faith of 
the Goſpel, what if I ſhould give you a ſhort hiſtory 
of their quarrel againſt him and his Opinions? may not 
this poſſibly ſomewhat leſſen the credit of their har- 
der cenſure © I will be very brief in it, becauſe I 
know you would rather hear what his Opinions are, 
then ſee the contentions among the venerable Fathers 
of the Chriſtian Church. origen according to the 
philoſophicalneſs of his excellent ſpirit had aſſerted 
God to be purely incorporeal and immenſe, and that 
it was an impious derogation to his weſt perfect 
Eſſence, to be limited by any form whatever, and 
therefore not by humane ſhape , however the Scri- 
pture does aſcribe to him the ſeveral parts of hamane 
bodies: And this he did with ſome zeal and earneſt- 
neſs, becauſe ſome unlearned Monks of Egypt had 
advanc d the contrary opinion; for which they were 
call'd by him Anthropomorphites, Now as it com- 
monly happens, and as we ſee in the Romane Church, 
that the fame Orders conſtantly tranſmit the ſame 

Opinions 
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inions to all their Succeſſors: fo was it 

theſe ignorant Monks 3 for the ſame falſe conceit was 
preſery'd and ſtrenuouſly maintain d amongſt them al- 
moſt two hundred years after. At which time Zpipha- 
nius, one of that profefſion, had imbibed the Error, or 
at leaſt was not much averſe from it ; for though 
he was without doubt a very pious man, yet it is ap- 
parent enough that he had not much learning, and 
therefore was very obnoxious to that dull hallucina- 
tion : for his = would make him very much re- 
vere the plain declarations of Scripture which coun- 
tenance it, and his little learning could not reſcue 
him from the fallacy. But as tenaciouſly as the Monks 
of his time kept their old mp ſimus which their pre- 
deceſſors had taught them; ſo with no leſs care did 
other more learned Chriſtians retain the true and more 
reaſonable doctrine of origen. And it is no wonder 
if there was much contention amongſt them, and 
many hard words given, to the mutual provoking and 
inflaming one another. It happened about this time 
that Theophilus biſhop of Ant ioch, an Origeniſt, and one 
who had in publick writings call d Epiphaniws an He- 
refiarch, had ordained one Dieſcoras, an Origeniſt too, 

Biſhop of Hermopolis, and committed to two of his 
brothers the whole management of the affairs of his 
own Church: but they being as pious as learned did 
much diſlike the remper and practices of Theophilae, 
who wasa proud, revengeful, covetous, crafty, and 
turbulent man; and out of this diſguſt left him, and 
retir d to their Monaſteries again from whence he had 
call'd them. He ſmelling out what it was that diſ- 
pleas d them, in ſtead of mending = mangers, 2 3 
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reſolv d to be reveng d of ihem: and therefore be · 

fide his ſeading ſeveral Monkiſh Anthropoworphites | 
into thoſtparts whereto they had retir'd, to kindle 
that controver ſie afreſh, to bring Dioſcor and his | 
brothers into what danger and envie he could, as hold - 

ing the blaſphemous Opinion of origen, (tor ſo he 
— and againſt; his Conſcience call d it) he 
alſo perſecuted them by the armed force of Souldiers; 
ſo that they poor men were conſtrain d to fave them- 
ſelves by flying to Conftantinople, where St. Chryſe- 


flome was Biſhop. And though this holy and wile 


Prelate would not communicate with them till the ? 
whole cauſe was heard and judg d according to Ec- } 
clefiaſtical form, yet the proud Theophilus — no- 
thing in his eye but violence and revenge, was reſolv d 
to be reveng d on him too for giving ſhelter to his 
— 1 throug — — 

a the 1 and unwary zeal of Epiphentizc, 
and inſtigated him ro call a Synod in his Ser for con- 
demning the books of origen; fignifying to him 
wichall, that though he had formerly been of ano- 
ther minde, yet now he had renounc d that pernici- 
ous doctrine, and was wholy come over to his Opini- 
on. Bythis device he knew he ſhould be even with 
all his enemies together, who all admired and reve- 
renced the name and of that learned Father. 
And by the ſame great crak of his it is thought he 
drew. in St, Ferome alſo into the ſame confederacy, 


Which he might not difficultly doe, he being natu- 
rally of 4 very hot and eager diſpòſition, and though 
a very learned man , yet fcarce d.the bounds 


condemn'd, 


of Philologie. This Synod was call d, and the books 


— hn. dd nn — —” 


and bis chiefeſt Opingons. 


condemn d, according to Theophilus his project. who 
did theſamein — See too, and made Epipha- 


But as it ſeems this 


nias Write to —.— to follow their example. 
oly Father was not ſo forward ia 


the buſineſs, and therefore the reſtleſs ſpirit of Theo- 
philws inſtigated Epiphanine to go to Conſtantinople, 
carrying the Decree of the Synod with him, to have 


it ſubſcribed there, 


But St Chryſeſtome teſus d to 


ſubſcribe, judging it very hard and unequal, ani not 


ACCO 
that 
been 


rding to the manner of Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, 
a perſon of ſo great learning and piety, who had 
o ſerviceable to the Church, who lived two 


hundred years before, whoſe books no Council had 
condemn'd, ſhould now be condemn'd by a ſmall 
pack d Synod of his proſeſs d enemies. But Epi- 


phanius was reſolv d to goe thr 

being abetted in it not onely by t 
cable Theophilus, bur alſo by 
ſome potent men in the Court, and 


Prieſts, who had a pique againſt c 


wich his work, 
falſe and impla- 
the Empreſi her ſelf and 
licentidus 
eme for his * 


free reproving of their faults : 4 Reelor in the 
moſt invidious manner he could beforeall rhe — 
ple he recited the Decree , expreſly naming ſome 


Theophalns. ſd cauſeleſly 
flectons alſo upon Chry 


of the origenifts, to wit, thoſe whom the wrathful 
tlecuted, with oblique re- 
as the patron ot them. 


And this fervent zeal of his for the Truth, as he con- 
ceiv'd, was the more eaſily doil'd up to this irregu- 


lar 


ght becauſe of tome diſciples 


Of Arias , v 


fince the condemnation of their Muſter and hrs do- 
ctrine not daring to avow his hereſte under that TI. 


the, crafcily 


moſt — w—_—_ ro 


propa- 
gate 
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gate it under the unmeet cover of the plauſible name 

of origen. If I was concern'd in the Opinions of origen 

more then barely to give you an hiſtorical account 

of them, or took ſo great an intereſt in his quarrel 

as to be an adverſary to his adverſaries , I could 

mention to you that 7 · gently ſnubbing Epi- 
t 


hani us by Serapion for pragmatical deſign of 
bis (as ſome would call it) and medling ſo much 
where he had ſo little to doe, and kindly bidding him 
beware leſt from the ſtirr and commotion he had 
ut the people in any danger ſhould redound to him- 
if, the good man forthwith upon this advertiſe- 
ment haſted from Conſtantinople to his own See, but 
died by the way. I could alſo tell you what befell 
Cyrinus biſhop of Chalcedon, a bitter enemy of Chryſo- 
fleme s, when the pack d Biſhops were there who were 
to compoſe another Synod — that pious Father. 
There are not wanting who draw ſuch Accidents into 
argument againſt their unrighteous proceedings 
ſons, and think they 
were the Rebukes of Providence. But ſuch events 
are of too lubricous a conſideration to be taken no- 
tice of by any but an Adverſary and an Oratour, but I 
am neither in this work you have impoſed on me. On- 
ly this you may plainly gather from what I have now 
related, that the great heat and bitterneſs: againſt 
the Opinions of Origen had ſuch beginnings as no 
man now would dare to own, vis, the ſatisfying the 
revenge oſ an impious diſſembler, and the diſcounte- 
nancing a doctrine which almoſt all the Chriſtian 
world believes for true. But — contention 
againſt this one Opinion would dy diſcover 
| many 
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and his chiefeft Opiniofis. 
many others which were like to be ſuſpected hke- 
wiſe : for Origen's rais d Genizs could not but light 
on ſuch concluſions as were of an higher and more 
remote ſpeculation, which to heads unuſed to ſuch 
Theories would firſt appear ſtrange, and then falſe; 
becauſe we are very unwilling that any thing ſhould 
be true which we never heard of before, and which 
we do not now underſtand, Many of which conclu- 
ſions fagotted together by ſome malicious or quarrel- 
ſome reader of.his works, would make ſuch a ſhow 
to his diſadvantage in the judgement of the (imple 
and unlearned, that without any ſcruple they would 
be ſet ag inſt him as a man of moſt monſtrous Con- 


your third Quere is, What his Dogmata are. 

By which queſtion I preſume you do not mean 
all the Doctrines that are in his writings which can- 
not be found in the common compendious Creed of 
the Chriſtian Church, nor amongſt the Articles of 
particular Churches, no nor yet in the uſual Syſtems 
of Theology; for it would be as hard to tell you 
what his Opinion is in all thoſe queſtions he propounds 
and diſcuſſes in his books, as it is unworthy in him 
who hath heap d up ſeveral of them together as his 
Opinions, when yet he profeſſes of them that he does 
not — them as the ſentiments of his on 
minde, but onely as noble and illuſtrious arguments 


of our contemplation, very well worthy to be fur- 
ther enquired of: but ow meaning, I ſuppoſe, is 
chew, an which moſt offend 

3 our 


of the moſt material of 
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our other-waies taught eares. Thoſe of this ſort 


be reduced to theſe Six. LOL: 4 

I. His doctrine concerning the Holy Trinity, 
amongſt the hypoſfaſes whereof, they ſay, he puts 
an inequality. 

II. That the Souls of men do ei. 

III. That through their fault and negligence 
they appear here inhabitants of the earch cloath d 
with terreſtrial bodies, | | 

IV. That the myſtery of the Reſutrection is this, 
_ we ſhall be cloathed with heavenly or ethereal 

ies, 

V. That after long periods of time the damned 
ſhall be delivered from their torments, and try their 
fortunes again in ſuch regions of the world as their 
Nature fits them for, 

VI. That the Earth after her ——— ſhall 
become habitable again, and be the manſon of 
_ and other animals; and this in eternal vici/- 

itndts, 
bes are the chief matters wherein origen is 
conceiv'd to have mightily tranſgreſs d; and of which 
Ferome ſaies, Cum hac rejeceritis & quaſi: venſorid vir- 
tnla ſeparavrritis 4 fide Ecclefie, tuto legam caters : 
nec vrnena jam timebo, cunFuniidotum praebibere. 


How he aſſerts theſe and upon what grounds and 
reaſons is your fourth Autre, which in Order 

comes now to'be anſwered, | 
' Concerning the Firſt of them, whether origen 
ever uſed the very term inequality or ir in tis 
Speculations 


Speculations of that myſterious and bleſſed Eſſence, 
I cannot ſay. Sure I am, I never met with it in his 
writings, and, what is a better argument that heuſed 
it not, none of thoſe object it to him who have made 
Collections of his Errors and dangerous Speeches. 
And therefore if the thixg it ſelf be laid to his charge, 
it muſt be inferr'd from (ſuch paſſages as theſe they 
take — and have excerped out of his writings, 
Pater non videtar à Filie, Pater non comprebenditur 4 
Filia, Filius, qui eſt image inviſubilis Patris, compara- 
ts Puri non eſt Verita, &c. But it he did hold a kind 
of inequality. amongſt the bleſſed hypeſtaſes of the 
moſt Sacred Trinity, a man would ably gueſſe 
from what he findes in his writings that his grounds 
were theſe, 

1. The difference of their Eſſential Characters and 
idiamata; which is ſuch as might eaſily induce him to 
think that the Divine poſtaſes, which ſubſtantially 
were thoſe idiamat a or properties, did alſo differ one 
from another according as the perſections differ d 
fignified by thoſe Eſſential properties, They are theſe; 
_—_ Goodneſs, or firſt Plenitude of Life and Being, 
All- comprehenfve Wiſdewe or Reaſon, and Dem- 
argical Love: which though they all be truly and pro- 
perly aniverſal Natures, yet there is manifeſtly in the 
two latter and derivative hypoſteſes a verging towards 
particularity if compared with the firſt primitive foun- 
tain of the Deity; and this drawing towards particu- 
larity is greater in the third then in the ſecond, For all 
things are in the Sf in ſuch an indiſtinct manner, and 
in ſuch exuberances flow from him, that our mindes 
cannot particularly ſet out thu and that > but empty- 
C 4 ing 
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ing himſelf into the ſecond, we then finde them accor- 
ding to his Name and Nature limited and bounded 
and divided into their reſpective reaſons and Ideas, 
but without deſtroying his Eſſential Unity, for he 1 
them all; from whom they being further carried 
down to the third, are by his almighty and never- 
failing power diſtinctly brought forth into viſible life 
and exſiſtence, exactly according to thoſe eternal 
reaſons and ideas which ſhone into him from the _ 
cond, and faithfully governed the operations of hi 

power. And if we deſcend from this higher Meta- 
phyſical Speculation, and take a view of theſe three 
Excellencies not as they are S#bſtances in the Deity, 
but as Diſpoſitions and Qualities in created 22 3 
we cannot but pronounce that there is ſuch plain 
difference in their Notions, that if they were from 
their accidental Nature exalted into $ — life, 
they would there alſo ſtill retain their difference. 

2. There ſeems ſuch a neceſſity of nature that all 
Effects and Productions whatever, whether voluntary 
or emanati ve, ſhould decline ſomething from the 
ſupereminent Excellency of the Cauſe and Producer, 
that it is ſcarce poſſible to keep our mindes from 
thinking but that the Rule holds alſo in the Divine 
Emanations ; eſpecially when the very names of Fa- 
ther and Son, and the modes of derivation, being begot 
by the Father and proceeding from both, do ſo fairly 
—_— -= —— of 45 Sl 
3. Though the divine aſes be ac 
three in reſpect of their 2 Eſſences (for 7 — 
more plainneſs, I ſhall crave leave to ſpeak) and thoſe 
three different, or alias atque alius, and not onely ſo, 

in 
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in regard of three different Names or a threefold 
order (as the Church hath rightly determined, againſt 
Sabellius, I take it:) yet if we abſtrat from them 
in our mindes their Names and Order, and barely con- 
template thoſe Eſſences, we can ſinde nothing in them 
(according to the &ypotheſis of the Zqualife) why one 
ſhould be called the Father or Son rather then ano- 
ther: which muſt needs have ſeem d very harſh to 
Origen's contemplative Spirit, if not derogatory to 
him who is ſimply a in that eyer-bleſſed Triad, 
4. The ſtrict Bqua/;ſts could not give him any rea- 
ſon why the Deity was not rather multiplied into an 
infinity of hypoſtaſes then have its progreſſions 
ſtopp'd at three, Nay it ſeems neceſlary by their 
hypotheſis that the multiplication ſhould be infinite. 
For the firſt original Good communicating of himſelf 
to his firſt productions according to the emanative 
fertility of his own exuberant. fulneſs, if they did as 
fully receive his life and power as he their Author 
was himſelf poſſeſs d of it, the third would be as able, 
and by the neceſſity of equal plenitude would be as 
much conſtrained (as I may ſo ſpeak with reverence) 
to produce three more, and ſo on perpetually. And 
for them to ſay that the number was limited to three 
by explicite Will and Counſel, is to hazard the ne- 
ceſſary Exſiſtence, and conſequently the Divinity, of 
the two latter hypof «ſes, and to induce ſuch an indi- 
ferency into the fixſt and earlieſt Operations of the 
Author of all things as is inconſiſtent, with ixfinitely- 
full Goodneſs, Whierefore: Origen was forced to con- 
clade that the number was limited in a Triad by their 
unequal. declenſion from the fr ft, in ſuch a makes 
an 
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—5.— thoſe three did perfectly compre- 
hen 


and make up together in their Bſemial rdiomata | 
whatever Perfection goes to the conſtituting the 


entire 8 Od, or Divine Eſſence, 


5. Since God is an Eſſence infinitely perfect, and 
ſince all the perfections worthy of the Dine Nature, 
as Goodneſs, Wiſdome, Power, &c. are neither of the 
ſame nature nor of the ſame worth and excellency, if 


every hypoſtafis be eſſentially all thoſe perfections, they 


are three Gods, if one be one of them, another be 


another, they are not ef ia equal 


6. He was encouraged to think theſe his Reaſons q 


good and his Concluſion true from the fair confirma- 
tions of it in holy Scripture; ex. gr, My Father is 
greater then I. Ilive by the Father. The Son can doe 
nothing of himſelf. I can of m ſelf dis nothing. 


The words with xs wnto you 1 fptak not of my | 
| ſelf And of the holy Ghap it is (aid, that be proceed- | 
e Jrew the Father, and is 'ſent imo the worid by bim. 
T 


t he i the Spirit of the Son, That he ſhall mot ſpeak 
of himſelf. He ſpall vective of mine, All which places, 
that I may name no more, do moſt naturally imply 
ſome kinde of inequality, and uſter the teaſons given 


may piſs for un evident teſtümday of the truch of 


origess doctrine; which ſome men Tay is neceflary 
to be eſtabliſhed and betieved, leſt. otherwiſe we be 
as ſacrilegious to the Honour and Majeſty of the 
Father of ul things, as the ancient Hereticks were 
impudently injurious''to the other t bleſſed! and 
ever-to-be-adored bypoBaſts, And if che remeririous 
and confonnded conctalions of the meddleſorne School 


mes be received wü like temeriry, they think there 


will 
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and bir ehiefeſt Opinions . 
will be as much need to multiply Cenis in this latter 
age of the Church to aſſert the honour due to God 
the Father, as there was of old to reſtore the Sen and 
holy Ghoſt to their deſerved dignity of Nature in the 
beliefs of Chriſtians, from whence the ſaucy igno- 
rance and impiety of ſome bold men had detruded 
them, Thus, Sir, you have fome of thoſe reaſons 
upon which origen tounded his doctrine of Ineqaality. 
Which +bypetheſis df his he hath ſo watily and judi+ 
ciouſly formed, that it hath been ſaid by ſome, that 
neither the ſubciller attaques nor more rude and boi- 
ſterous ſhocks of his Adverſaries have been able hi- 
therto to ſhake or ciſorder it, much leſs utterly to de- 
ſtroy the reaſonableneſs and concinnity of it. And 
what ſome have too haſtily phanſied, and as clamo- 
rouſly pronounced, vis. that it made the 3 wo latcer 
77 Creatures, and render d ſome main parts 
of the Oeconomy of Chriſtianity leſs reaſonable and 
decorous, and was not confiſtent with many places of 
Scripture ; have been like i}l-planted Ordnance,which 
made a great noiſe and rattle indeed, but never touch d 
the Fort their martherous load aimed ar, It is not my 
buſineſs here to give you a perſect explication of the 
Trinity aftet the origenian way; but by that little 
hath been now ſaid, with what I may have poſſibly 
ſame time or other mote largely diſcour ſed unto you; 
your piercing judgement cannot bur plainly ſee and be 
ſati-hed,that there is nothing in that bleſſed Triad he 
deſctibes which can be called Cre ., Is nor every 
one of them eſſentially, immutably aud independently 
on any Will endowed wich ſuch potfection and in ſuck 
a degree as is truly and properly divine are not the 
| D 2 
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two latter unſpeakably-cloſely united with the rf? 


and by their ſo near approach to him who is the 
pareſt Spirit poſſible are not they neceſſarily ſuſ- 
ceptive of what he eſſentially is in a degree infinitely 2 
beyond the comprehenſion of a man? as likewiſe for 
the ſame. reaſon of what one another are? are they 
not alſo by the divine excellency of their Natures the 


true and adequate cauſes of all creatures? How need- 5 
leſs then and unskilful is their fear that they are not 


by his hy pot he ſis truly and properly God? And there- 
— ng — — the moſt wiſe and 
gracious Oeconomy of the Goſpel, of being adored, 
— invocated, obeyed, truſted in, and the 
like, do rightfully belong unto them , not onely by 
a temporary conſtitution of the Father, but by the 


eſſential and eternal dignity of their Nature, Ani 
the nature of every hypoſtaſis and their incompre- 


henſibly-· near union one with another conſidered, 
they will neceſſarily have but one ill, and conſe- 
quently be of equal power; and the greateſt honour 


and ſervice any creature can poſſibly perform being 


manifeſtly due to the two latter hypoſftaſes, they are 


all truly of equa! glory. Thoſe places of Scripture 


which (I ſuppoſe) th There are three that bear 
my in heaven, the Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt, 
which three iy uo. I and the Father iy our, I am in 
the Father and the Father in me, and the like, are ſo 


ſolely congruous to his hypotheſis, that thoſe phraſes a 
of is d and iy dh are very improper if my be- 
, and 


fheſos was perfectly like and equal to ther 

each of them eſſentially endowed with all thoſe per- 

fe&ions which intirely conſtitute the Deity or S 
d 


* 
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and his chiefeſt Opinions. 
And leſt any man ſhould yet be ſuſpicious of 0rigen's 
minde, beſide what he hath more then once in that 
very book of his which moſt affends, That the Son i 
coeternal with the Father, and inſeparably united with 
him, and that the holy Spirit is not Creature, I dare 
wager my Credit and your Friendſhip, then which 
there are very few things more valuable to me, that 
in his excellent Treatiſe againſt Celſus he twenty 
times joyns together theſe words Oe AoyG., and in 
ſeveral of them adds 51s or aAnIws Sts. For that 
impious Epicurean gave him very frequent occaſion 
ſo to doe by his fooliſh cavilling and jearing at our 
bleſſed Saviour, whoſe glory as of the onely begot- 
ren Son of God his foul and impure eyes could not 
diſcern through the veil of his humiliation and cruci- 
fixion, But J am to beg your pardon, Sir, for my 
heedleſneſs in anſwering Objections out of place; 
for by your Method that is not to be done till the 
fifth Ruere, But my Pen, I know not how, grew 
4 ware ow was got fo farre before 1 perceiv'd it was 
out of the way, If you pleaſe therefore to transferre 
ſome few of theſe laſt lines to their proper place in the 
fifth Acre, I ſhall take care hereafter not to pre- 
-*.,, Occypare the Order you have ſet me. This is all I ſhall 
no fay of his firſt Dogma. 
His Second is, That the Souls of men do preexþift, 
Before I ſay any thing of this, Tam to put you in 
minde of two things which concern both this and his 
other Opinions which follow, The fr is, that I ſo 
interpret your commands to me to write you an ac- 
count of theſe matters, not as if you exſpected from 
me a ſtrict and accurate — them from 2 
3 . = 


22 


An Account of O AIG nx, 
firſt and loweſt principles, and choſe principles philo- 


ſophically prov'd and confirm'd, and then orderly ad-. 


vanced to the very Concluſions aſſerted by the Fa- 
they: bur onely ſuch general touches at thoſe prin- 
ciples, Phyſical or Metaphyſical, in the laxe and diffuſe 
way of a Letter, as may put you upon a more cloſe 
and methodical conſideration of them; or reminde 
you of conſulting ſuch Treatiſes where they are pur- 
poſely and exactly handled, And cherefore you will 
tine many things concerning the Nature of the Soul 
and her Operations, her Union with Matter, with ma- 
ny other incident ſpeculations, not prov'd by me, but 
— — decauſe they are fully and excellently diſ- 
cufled in the Writings of chat learned Gentleman 
Mr More of Cambridge : whom ſince J have here na- 
med, I think I ſhould be highly ungrateful, if I did 
not acknowledge the infinite obligation I have to you 
tor giving me the firſt notice I had of ſo worthy an 
Author; whoſe lately- publiſned Book of the I- 


mortality of the Soul ] unluckily not having by me at 


the preſent, the Account I ſhall ſend you of choſe 
things you enquire of, which with all helps and ad- 
vantages would have been imperfe& , is for that 
reaſon like to be onely not contemptible. The A 
cond thing Iam to minde you of is out of the holy 
Fathey in the beginning of his book Nee apy) 
where ſetting down an imniutable Cann of neceſſa- 
ry Truths which the bleſſed Apoſtles and founders 
of the Chriſtian Faich had plainly taught, and the 
Cburch received, and che contrary to which cannot 
be admitted but with che Joppitig of an eſſential part 
of our Religion; he then inſtances in many worthy 

objects 
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and his chiefeſt Opinions. 
objects of contemplation concerning. which there 
is no determinate declaration in the divinely-inſpi- 
red writings of holy Scripture: but the truth in ſuch 
things, he ſaies, was purpoſely concealed by the ho- 
ly Spirit, to excite the ſtudy and induſtry of the lo- 
vers of Truth, and to reward their honeſt labour 
and pious diſquiſition with the finding ſo rich a jew- 
ell and ſo precious a treaſure. Of this laſt kinde, 
he ſaies, is this preſent queſtion concerning the Soul, 
Whether ſhe be traduced, or u on occaſion then firſt 
created by God, or Praexif ; as alſo ſeveral other 
of his dogmata which are behinde. . And to doe him 
right, he propounds all ſuch diſputable matters doubt- 
fully, and diſcuſſes them variouſly , and explicitely 
tells his Reader that he onely exhibites to him ſe- 
verall Phantaſms, that he may uſe his judgement 
about them, and take which he thinks is crueſt, 
Which fingular modeſty and fairne(s in this learned 
Father may ſeem to every candid and ingenuous man 
Apology enough for him where he is conceiyed to erre, 
and more then en where he offers beſide ſuch 
probable reaſons as he does in behalf of choſe Qpini- 
ons which the world wil needs father on him. For the 
reaſonableneſs of this Opinion which is now before 
us, I finde theſe things in him. | | | 
I, That the nature of the Soul is ſuch as makes 
her capable of exfiſting eternally backward as well as 
forward. Fer her ſpiritual Elence as ſuch makes it 


impoſſible that the ould either through age or vio- 
jence be diſſolv d part from part, as it happens in bo- 
dies, . where there is no vinculum through 
the very ſubſtance of them to tye and retain one 
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part to another; and therefore either through the 
ſtiller inſinuation of other bodies near them they in- 
ſenſibly melt away and decay, or by the ruder da- 
ſhes of ſuch as knock againſt them are broken all to 
pieces : whereas the Soul, as a —— the advantage 
of that formal power and property of hers whereby 
ſhe is diſtinguiſh'd from Matter, cannot onely pene- 
trats her (elf and other ſubſtances to the preſerving 


her own continuity; but alſo by her gradual deriva- 


tion of part from part is in her whole Subſtance ulti- 
mately connected to her indiviſible head and Centre, 
as Plotinus (peaks. Which Centre being in its very 


Subſtance intellectual does plainly ſhew who is the 


Father of it, to wit, the Eſſential minde and wiſedome of 
God, whoſe univocal procuRions(as I may ſo ſpeak)are 
according to their meaſure and capacity what their pa- 
rent is in the moſt perfect and moſt infinite degree 
conceivable, Life it ſelf, or eternal Life; and therefore 
whatever other parts of the ſubſtance of the Soul 
neceſſarily proceed and flow from this, can no more 
be cut off from it then Indiviſible can be divided, 
nor no more periſh then Life it ſelf can die, We 
have then here an Eſſence capable of eternal exſiſtence: 
and ſince the powers and operations of life are not 
ſuch things as can at pleaſure be put on and off like 
looſe- hanging Adi uncts, but are intrinſecally made up 
into the eſſential contexture of the ſubſtance they are 
in; ſo vital and active a ſubſtance as the Soul is, is 
as capable of ating according to her nature,and con- 
ſequently of feeling and injoying the pleaſure of her 
life and actions from eternal ages, as ſhe is of bare 


exſiſtence throughout that long period of duration. 


So 
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and his chiefeſt Opinidns. 
So that nothing now is wanting to her actual exſiſtence 
but his good pleaſure from whom the and all things 
elſe proceed. Iappeal therefore to your own candid 
breaſt, and that noble — — of minde which is in 
you, what reaſon or cauſe can you think of worthy 
of God , which will manifeſtly aſſure ns that ſhe 
did not actually exſiſt of old? If you pitch upon the 
Platonick way, and aſſign the production of all things 
to that exuberant fulnef Oo life in the Deity which 
through the bleſſed neceſſity and conſtraint of his 
moſt communicative nature empried it ſelf into all 
poſſibilities of Being, as into ſo many capable Recepta- 
cles, you muſt then pronounce her exſiſtence in a ſenſe 
neceſſary, and after a ſort coeternal with God, Bur 
if ſach exprefſions ſeem too bold, and the heats of 
an Exthu/ieftick Fancie , take that more ſober hypo- 
theſis which is built upon the more conceivable Attri- 
butes of God, his infinite goodnef and benignity ar- 
med with equal power and directed by no leſs wiſdom, 
beſide which nothing can be thought on to fit one 
= Action, — — ask _ ſe —.— if the 
ubject in queſtion be capable of exſiſting and enjoy- 
ing ſome part of that ali node ſß, it be not evi- 
dent from thoſe Attributes that it will be made to 
exſiſt; that which is infinitely as certainly 
doing by a Logical neceſſity every thing that is good 
(no other Attribute gainſaying) as infinite Fire will 
neceſſarily burn whatever is combuſtible if put to it. 
Wherefore unleſs God act by ſuch arbitrary humours 
as we mortal men are aſhamed of as weakneſles and 
imperfeRions in our ſelves, there is no doubt to be 
made but that — is true, That the Souls of 


men 
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men did exfiſt and act before this preſent world was 
firted for their habitation, ar leaſt before they were 
born upon ear:h. I have heard ſqme men ſeriouſly 3 
profeſs, that there was a light and power in this Ar- 
gument farre more vigorous and convincing to their 
mindes, then in the plaineſt demonſtration in Z#- ! 
lies Elements.Burt yet they wondred not that others 


were not moved by it, becauſe it required 2 peculiar 


diſpoſi tion of ſpirit to feel the force of it. For there 
are Moral axioms neewatically true as well as Ceame- 
tricall > and as if you imagine a man ſo miſerably con- 
founded in his minde, that the commes nat ions of de- 


metry appear d not certain to him, he muſt neceſſarily 
be inſenfible of the evidence of any propoſitien in 
that Science; fo in like manner will it happen to 
him whoſe Soul is ſo much ont of her natural or- 


der, as to have loft or dull'd or ſilenc d by what 1 


way ſoever her diſcriminative ſenſe of what is good, 
worthy, congruous, and decorous; all argumentati- 
ons proceeding thoſe wiray , of a diviner 
ſenfe, which to — are Demonſtrations, will af- 
fect him no more then an Ape is taken with the ait 
of moral beauty. | 
2. The aQions of Providence will not otherwiſe cor- 
reſpoad to thoſe holy Attributes in the Deity, Righ- 
, according to which he g 
verns and 2 of all the world. This 
— 241 be 0 oe waies in his book 
againſt col ſus and in his Nen apye?, wis, in | 
of the pla and time wherein we are born, and of the 
Temper and Diſpoſition of the body wherewich we are 
born. As to the i of theſe, there a; 
| ut 
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and bis chiefeſt Opinions. 
but that Education, Inſtitution and Company are of 
wonderful moment to the making us good or bad. 
For it is manifeſt enough that few are born into this 
world in any higher condition then a poſſibility (as 
I may ſo ſpeak ) or capability of being made good 
and vertuous z which capability is perfected and actu- 
ated by good inſtruction and wholeſome precepts aſ- 
ſiduouſly inculcated to us, and by exhibiting and 
commending to us daily examples ot vertue and ho- 
neſty : ſo that when or where either theſe are wan- 
ting or of lictle credit and eſteem , or the contrary 
more in ule and practice, there ſeems little leſs then 
a neceſſity of our running into all wickedneſs and 
vice, And if we call to mind the fad Accounts we 
have met withall in Hiſtory, of Times and Places al- 
moſt all the world over overrun with all manner of 
barbarity and luſt, adopted even into their laws and 
practiſed in their moſt folemn Religions, how can 
we but think that che Soul then and there born 
and living is inevitably condemned to all iniquity 
and impiety « What father will care for inſtructing 
his children in ſuch things as are of no uſe and ſmall 
regard in the place he lives in; eſpecially when chey 
will certainly unlearn what he midi them, by the 
ſtronger and more pleafing impreſſions of publick 
practice? And indeed what father will be fit to teach 
them ſuch things, who himſelf hath all his life long 
in all, probability done the contrary, being carried 
away in his younger years, as his cfuldren are now, 
by che yoga ſtream of his Countries vices Cer- 


tainly there is very lictle likelihood he ſhould prove 


a benigne, loving, „ or à juſt —_ 
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right man, who by the laws of the City where he was 
born is eſpecially train d up in his earlieſt years to the 
ferity and rage of war, and the fleights of theft and 
cozenage, And as ſmall hope is there of his purity and 
chaſtity who is ſo ſolemnly led, by his father it may 
be, to behold impudent ſtrumpets ſtrip themſelves and 
winde their rotten bodies into all unclean and laſcivious 
geſtures; and who with great devotion ſacrifices to an 
allowed Deity his foul embraces of mercenary harlots. 
It would be very eaſy for me to be copious in this Ar- 
gument: The hiſtories of all Countries of old, all 
the Apologies and Diſputations of the primitive Fa- 
thers againſt the Centiles, the later deſcriptions of the 
Religions and manners of ſeveral Barbarous and Idola- 
trous parts of the world not long ſince diſcovered or 
viſited, would afford me too plentiful matter to fill 
up a very ſad Catalogue of all manner of iniquity, 
which hath and doth till reign amongſt them with 
little or no controll, For thereſore to ſend 
out of his pure and — hands an immaculate Soul, 
capable of living elſewhere, and fit for all vertue 
———— —.— leſt the luſt of two brutiſh 
ons y come to nothing, and con- 
— * an habitation in ſuch parts of the earth 
where reigns nothing but groſs ignorance and vice, 
by which ſhe cannot fail without a miracle to be 
overbora (having ſuch a principle in her vivid and vi- 
— — — —— vities are natural 
and hugely 3 that better principle of life 
which ſhould defend her from them being ſcarce in 


a poſſibility of being awakened into any conſidera. 
ble degree of power and energy in foch 2 education 
and 
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and ſuch converſe and amongſt ſuch examples as are 
above deſcribed) what is this, ſaies the Father, but 
to betray his own offspring ( for he is the Father of 
Spirits) unto unavoidable miſery; and to put off the 
chief excellencies of his moſt bleſſed Nature, goodneſs 
and righteouſneſs, and to govern the world with leſs 
juſtice then an ordinary upright man would do * 
You may, if you pleaſe, taking occaſion from what 
hath been bad, carry this fr part of his argument 
from Providence further , and enquire how it came 
to paſs that ſo many whole nations both of old and 
at this preſent day were ſo overrun with all kinde of 
barbarity, ferity, and beſtial luſt, ſo utterly eſtranged 
from the knowledge of God and the love of vertue, 
ſo abuſed and tyrannized over by the accurſed rebels 
of the Aiery principality,” the kingdome of darkneſs, 
laſtly,ſo quite eſtranged from themſelves and humane 
Nature, that they ſeem to have left themſelves no- 
thing whereby they might be diſtinguiſhed from con- 
right Brutes ſave ſpeech, and a ſomething larger and 
more methodical wit and craft to compaſs the ſatis- 
faction of their degenerate 1 Truly, Sir, if 
you would form the Idea of humane perfection in no 
greater glory, or ſet the attainments of a. reaſonable 
Soul at no higher pitch then the certain knowledge 
of ſome of your own vertuous Friends will warrant 
= _— whom(as you _ oft — joy and won- 

er related to me) appears ſo pure and Angelical an 
underſtanding, - ſo firme — ene life of all ho- 
— yer ee and _— _—__— to all 
t 8 juſti purity, whatever is tru- 
ly divine; andif you then conlidr the vaſt ane. 
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litude between this 1dea and the Spirit of ſo many 
whole nations in the world; I make uo doubt but 
you will ſay, that the life of man upon earth is too 
thore ſo 4arre to abuſe the capacity of what he 
might come to, as to put him in ſo low a degree 
of degeneracy as thoſe ſorlorn people contente/ly 
live in. But not onely the degree of their apoſta- 
ſy from a divine and intelleRual life and of their 


immerſion in the brutiſn and ſenſual is ſo wonderful, 


but their contiguance alſo in that wretched eſtate for 
ſo many Ages together without any remarkable ap- 
pearance of Providence for then deliverance, nay ra- 
ther with her perfeQ-leaving them to the iuſolence, 
ſubtiley, and conduct of the Devil, is a Phenomenon 
inexplicable without the Origenien hypotheſis. For 
ſince whole Nations and their continuance are but the 
Aeereeate of fingle Souls born into the world in ſuc- 
— generations, and fince every particular Soul 
comes into ſuch or ſuch parts of _ with-ſo vaſt 
diſadvantages as is above declared: if beſide this the 
crafty and malicious Serpent hath ſuch free ſcope to 
tamper with them, who at the beſt are very deceive · 
able; it can ſeem to you little leſs then aeceſſary but 
that they ſhould be wrought into that enormous lapſe 
from God which Hiſtoryand too ſad experience witneſz 


they are and have been. Now (ance the two great and 
moſt proper Objects of the gracious and beneſi cent 
providence of God are the vertu and fabitleſy- 
calaimitowe (of which latter Order thoſe miferible 
Nations would in great: meaſut be i Soula did not 
pracxfift) who can doubt 
very earty have appeared 


t that; providgate would 
then —— 
taken 
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taken ſuch care that they ſhould not ſo mach; have 
needed any extraordinary aſſiſt ance from her? But 
ſiuce we ſee She hath done neither, and yet are ſure 
that all her wayes are gracious and equal, it will be ve- 


ry hard for us to keep our ſelves from concluding, 


That all thoſe wretched Souls had of old by their long 
revolt from God and the laws of his righteous King- 
dome higbly deſerved this Scourge from him, to be 
ſo put out of his Care, as it were, and given up to the 
barbarous domination of the Devi, the head and Prince 
of che unrighteous and rebellious Empire of Darkneſs; 
and whom they by choice and affection fell off to in 
other Regions of the world, that him and his tyran- 
ny they ſhould here upon Earth flill ſafer, whether 
with or againſt their wills. Exedandum ef tibi quod 
tute imriſti is a piece of warrantable juſtice. And 
fince there is poſhbility and hope that the preſent 
fad part of the Drama may end, and a more chear- 
ful Cat afrophe cloſe up all, the Benigany of Provi- 
dence may in due time be as illuſtrious as her Juſtice 
I] know there aremany men who, part —— 
and humility , part from a Prot -hke talking 
words as their Books and Education have taught 


them, would make no bones of this Diſſiculty of the 


haly Father , but can with very great eaſe and farif- 
ation of minde refolve all into the »/rofore and 


Sovereienty of God, who-being the Creator and Lord 
ofa aen,moyCbey fy of them how and 
where he pleaſes. Bus it would be very well if they 


were as zealous Parroas of the more entellent At- 
bates of God; as they are petemptory Afertors of his 
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abfolute will and Power, For then they would both 
render his Exſiſtence and Government in the world 
ſo deſireable to all men, that none but the extremely- 
guilty would wiſh either kis not · being, or his non- 
concerning himſelf in the Affairs of men; and alſo 
cut off many ſcandalous occaſions of Atheiſme an! 
Epicuriſme, and ſpoil the profeſſed of thoſe exſecra- 
ble myſteries of thoſe over-plauſible pretences they 
now have and craftily manage againſt the Truth, 
For tell me, Sir, if the Frame of the Bodies or the 
Paſſions —— —— — — or Beaſts * whole 
Regions of the Earth, or of many in every Region, 
were ſuch as did plainly ſerve for nothing but to in- 
commodate or cruciate them, or make them an in- 
evitable prey to others; could you with any reaſona- 
ble confidence affirm that the Goodneſs and Provi- 
dence of a wiſe minde did preſide over their gene- 
rations? or think you you could: reaſonably ſatisſie 
the Exceptions of an Atheiſt or an Epicurean taken 
from ſuch manifeſt Phenomena, by ſaying God might 
make them as he pleaſed which were his own volun- 
tary handy-work ? Iam glad for my own — 
all things are ſo made, that there is no occaſion given 
for any ſuch Exception; for, believe me, if there was, 
I know not how I ſhould behave my ſelſ in ſo croſs a 
rencounter, And may not theſe men with the ſame 

lauſibility of reaſon maintain the ſame Concluſion 

om the odde Frame of things in the mera world, 
wereit ſuch as the deniers of praexſiſtenct muſt needs 
make it ? I think they might doe it with farre juſter 
reaſon; foraſmuch as a man is a farre nobler Creature, 
and the intereſt of his Minde and immortal — 
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much greater and more laſting, and therefore a more 
proper Object of the Care and Providence of God, if 
any Providence there be, Or are they ſo little per- 
emptory in their Aſſaults as to be beaten off by ſuch 
painted Fire, ſuch hurtleſs lambent Flames as are 
caſt againſt them by thoſe who oppoſe to their Ar- 
guments nothing but the Will and Sovereignty of 
God? For they profeſs themſelves well aſſured that 
if God be at all, he is infinitely good and wiſe as well 
as powerful and uncontrollable ; and therefore by the 
neceſſary conſequences of reaſon , whereever he is 
pretended by any to intermeddle either as to the ma- 
king or diſpoſing of any thing, they exſpect to finde 
the Impreſſes and Indications of thoſe Attributes: 
but if in ſtead thereof they finde all things quite 
contrary, it is not in their power to think that God 
hath had any thing to doe there. But whatever ruine 
their Argumentations from ſuch ſubſtantial grounds 
may threaten to the ill-built Fabrick of ordinar 

Theology, the houſe of Wiſdeme and Truth, which hat 

made præexſiſtence one of her Pillars, ſtands as firm 
as a mountainous Pyramide; and by that hypotheſis 
the great Phenomenon of Providence we have been 


| ſpeaking of is clear and righteous. Neither hath the 


— or Epicurean any thing conſiderable to ſay 
inſt the Truth of it, either as it is a ſingle propoſi- 
tion by it ſelf, or as an hypotheſis to ſalve the Phæno- 
mens of Providence, Which ſtreights of theirs they 
—— enough conteſs by their either onely grave- 

ſmiling at it as an Extravagance, or with a more 
olemn brow chaſtifing it as a dangerous Paradox. 


And truly a dangerous one it is to their pretended 
F ">" 
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and boaſted vi dme: but to the genuine Plants 


of heavenly Truth and Divine Knowledge tis s 


agreeable and ſalutary as Showers and Sun beams are 


to the Spring. 
The 4. part of the Father's Argum 
Providence is much-what the fame with the firſt, 


mutatis mutendis, For the experience of moſt men 
can bear witneſs that there are not ſtronger allure- | 


ent from 


ments from without to all manner of viciouſneſs, 
then we finde incitations to che ſame from aur own | 
intrinſick conſtitution: which (according to the com- © 
mon <ypothe is) is not properly out Fault, nor any |: 
Fruit of it, nor was it in our power to prevent it; et 


we are ſo fatally intangled in it, chat it is next to a mi- 
racle to rid our ſelves in any good meaſure of its chains. 
Is not the world diſordered, and Society poiſoned, 
and mens own particular and thogqur mi y 
violated with'the!bdlefu of the four Elements 
of dur terxe ſtrial oompoſnion? whileſtſomelive even 
in this wvorld in 2 Fare, and are tormented 
before their time through wrathiſulnoſs and ſtriſes, 
contemiouſneſs and injurious zeal which their :Choler 
leind les in them; others on:ithe-comtrary are drowned 
in ſottiſnneſs and ſtupidity, and an utter ineptneſs to 


all things worthy of a man, by the overflowing of E 


ſtupiſying Ablegwez 22 third ſort toſsd about like 
feathers with .light-mindedneſs and admiration of 
\trifles, orwafred:intotheifoullakeofbodily pleaſures 
—_—_ guſts of reeking la; aifour th conſumeu by 
that ſlow · devouring Þ in :the Earth te- 
Amoboiy, 8 
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have heard ſome men talk of liberty and free-will and 
a ſovereign power in us to keep all theſe rebellious 
bumours in good order, and that with much eaſe, if 
we would but give our mindes to it; yet if you but 
conſider whence it is that they talk in that high ſtrain, 

ou will begin to think they reckon without their 

oft and againſt experience, Such men have a fort of 
adverſaries, who from the aſſurance of their very 
ſenſes that there is a great Zepſe and degeneracy in 
univerſal mankinde, do without all ceremony blunt- 
ly caſt the cauſe upon God, or at beſt aſſigne ſuch a 
reaſon of it as their Antagoniſts think comes to the 
ſame; who therefore out of an abhorrency to ſuch 
blaſphemy (as they call it) think ic better and more 
pious to deny the truth of a manifeſt obſervation 
then to make God the Anthor of fo calamitous a 
Phaxomenen, Where by the way you may obſerve that 
both ſides by their earneſt contention — 
half of their reſpective Opinions, have to the free 
enquirer and lover of Truth facilicated his finding 
out the true cauſe , which neither contradicts Ex- 
perience,nor is injurious to the _— the Almighty. 
Bat ing to theſe contenders for Free · vil that 
ſo what they plead ſor is true (as indeed it 


* 
mething of v 
cannot be denied) I yet would ask them, whether or 
no the condition of our Nature conſidered, the frong 
inclinations in us naturally to that which is evil, an 
theſe ſtrengthened and further confirmed for ſeveral 
years before we can come to have any conſiderable 
uſe of our reaſon, or arrive to any command over our 
ſelves, laſtly, the way and manner how the Election 
of our Fil — we never gy" 
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where there is a cuſtom or paſſion againſt it, and how 
corporeal motions determine the thoughts and paſſi- 
ons of our minde; I ask them whether, theſe things 
being conſidered, it be not hundreds to one oddes that 
we ſhall chuſe the ways of vice rather then vertue, Or 
let the diſproportion be as little as they can with any 
colour pretend, they cannot clear the goodneſs and 
rectitude of Divine Providence by their hypotheſis; 
which thruſts pure and immaculate and moſt inno- 
cent Spirits into ſo great danger ot being defiled and 
corrupted by the paſſions of the body, and of ſound]! 

ſmarting for it hereafter, But for my own part, I thin 

the obſervation of their Adverſaries is much the truer, 
that the diſproportion is exceeding great: for ſince 
the wayes of holineſs and vertue are ſo full of peace 
and unſpeakable contentment, and ſhine with ſo en- 
raviſhing and irreſiſtible pulchricude to prepared 
mindes, and do ſo perfeftly correſpond to all the 
Senſes of ſo happy a Temper, that we are fully 


aſſured our Soul is then as ſhe ſhould be and in J 


con unction with her moſt proper Good; I cannot 
ſee why men ſhould univerſally take the contrary 
courſe, and that with ſo much paſſion as they do, 
jearing at thoſe who have mace the better choice, as 
mad-men or fools, if there was any liberty in them 
worth ſpeaking of to vertue or piety, 'Tis true indeed, 
there is great variety as to degree in the backwardneſs 
of men to goodneſs and vertue and proneneſs to that 
which is evil; yet thoſe who have the care and nur- 
ture of youth, Fathers, Schoolmaſters and Tutours, 
do with one conſent affirm, that they not ſeldome 
have ſome in their charge, who from their earlieſt 


years 
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ears are of ſo inexpugnable a propenſion to that 
which is naught, ſo wrerchlels Le inſenſible of all 
wholeſome counſels, and have their eies ſo perfectly 
ſeal d up and their hearts ſo frozen to all impreſſions of 
vertue and ſobriety, that you may as well read le- 
ctures of Femperance to a goat or a boar, and as 
ſucceſsfully teach goodneſs, pity. and kindeneſs to a 
beare robbed of her whelps or a tigre inraged with 
hunger, as think to faſten any ſuch things upon their 
blinde and obdurate mindes. Whence is this ſtrange 
Phenomenon ? If the Soul was not inthe world be- 
fore ſhe was born upon earth, it is not conceivable how 
ſhe ſhould in ſo little a time contract ſo peremptory 
an affection to vice amidſt thoſe continual chidings 
and reproofs, thoſe ſharp and painfull corrections , 
thoſe ſeveral waies of ignominious puniſhments ſhe 
meets with, thoſe advantageous repreſentations made 
to her of that which is good and laudable, thoſe 
many and _ invitations and allurements of her 
to embrace it, with all other methods of a good and 
prudent inſtiration, That ſhe comes pure and unde- 
filed out of the hands of her Creator all grant; and 
be this pureneſs what it will, whether with or with- 
out thoſe Natural notions of what is good and honeſt, 
the buſineſs will be much- what the ſame as to our 
preſent purpoſe. For if the latter way be the Truth, 
even this negative purity will leave her in an Indiffe- 
rencie to yertue or vice; and therefore if her firſt 
precepts and earlieſt inculcations be good and yertu- 
ous, (he would be formed unto vertue : which yet we 
ſee is ſo farre from happening to ſome (though the 
very ſame inſtruction to others proves fucceſsful) that 
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they on the contrary impatient of every curb and 
rein, and deaf to all calls and charms, run headlong 
into all iniquity, If the former way be true, it would 
be ſtill more wonderful how her firſt-appearing in- 
clinations ſhould ſo — carry her to that which is 
vicious, contrary to the poſitive Reſtraint of her in- 
ward light, But if they ſay (as they generally do) 
that the Soul her ſelf is pure and immaculate, but that 


ſhe contracts this unreclaimable procliviry to vice from 


the Body ſhe is put into, beſide the ignorance they 
diſcover by ſo ſaying in the ſpeculation of things, in 
joyning ſuch ill-· agreeing mates together into one vital 
compoſition where Sympathy and congruity is the on- 
ly vinculum, the Father asks them how it is conſi- 

ent with the goodneſs and righteouſneſs of God, the 
bleſſed Spring of all vertue and holineſs, and tender 
lover of all his creatures, to put ſuch innocent Souls 
into ſuch foul and untamed Bodies, which ſo farally 
and neceffarily hurry them to that which alone of 
all things in the world he diſapproves of, and which 
he knows will be their utter bane and miferable ruine. 
And therefore upon the whole of this ſecond part of 
his Argument from Providence he concludes , that 
ſince fo great a part of our pitiable bondage to vice 
and paſſion in the judgement of all fides proceeds from 
theſe Bodies of ours, if the Soul was merely paſſive 
in being born into this world, and we not — 
ſhe was born here, much of the calamity ſhe ſuffers 
from vice, for which ſhe muſt ſuffer more hereafter, 
muſt in his judgement be caſt upon Cod; which he 
thinks is impious to affirm,and utterly contradictious 
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A third Argument of his I ſinde in St, Ferome, from 
the misbecomingneſs of the contrary poſition, which 
makes the bleſſed 1 2552 of heaven and eirth dili- 
gently wait upon the unclean embraces of layleſs per- 
ſons, even to the degenerate vileneſs of Inceſt and 
Buggery with beaſts,anJ by a ſpecial act of Providence 
caretully to perfect their ĩmpure rudiments of lite, 
Which 2 — indecorum though courſer ſpirits are 
not ſenſible of, and think chey have anſwered the ar- 
gument by choſe mean compariſons of the Sun's ſhi- 
ning upon dungbills as well as Cowery meads, and ſtol- 
len ſeed's growing as well as that which the ſower 
came juſtly by; yet it was exceedingly harſh to the 
more delicate ſenſe of Oorigens minde, and not to 
be put off by ſuch ſlight and ill- fitting ſimilitudes. 
Tis a ſhred ſigu that Soul is mach diſcompaſed in 
or GAY nature , yr ſo farre loſt — 

aſe of ꝓroportionateneſs and congruity , as eit 
not to Wok this is a very humble office to the Su- 
preme Deitys or if it: be ſo, nat to feel in her (elf a 
great veluctance to the making God ſo particular an 
Executer af it. If they imagin d all things were made 
and ordered by ſuch ſetled laws of Nature as might 
in ſome ſenſe be called neceſſary, this indecatum 
would be more tolerable; but to make God work all 
things in an. expreſs and voluntary. way, and with his 
own hands, as it were, and yet to fancy :ſo ſpecial an 
interpoſal of his will and power in ſo abhorr d an oc- 
caſion, is to be very bold with the Sovereign Ma- 
jeſty on high, and to make him doe that which 
they themſelves were it · in their power, would be aſha- 
med to de. And. what r would it be 40 
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any of the divine Attributes, or what loſs to the 
world, if God did not appear in ſuch unlawful incho- 
ations of life, but let them come to nought in the end 
as they were without his approbation begun? But 
the true judgment of this Argument, as I intimated 
above, is the inward touch of a man's minde; which 
in you I know to be ſo comely and gracefull, that at 
the firſt propoſall you felt the force of it,and need noc 
that I further inlarge upon it. | 
4. Though Scripture nowhere particularly and 
plainly teaches us when the Soul was firf produced 
and came into Being, yet there are ſome paſſages in 
it which favour her præexſiſtence. I have glorified 
thee on earth, I have fue the work thos gaveſt me 
to doe. And now, 0 Father , gloriſie thou me with 
thine own ſelf, with that glory I had with thee be- 
fore the world was. In which text theſe two things 
are plainly enough intimated , the exiſtence of the 
Subject of this glory prayed for before the world 
was, and an intercifion of this glory for a while and 
recuperation of it again; the former whereof 
though it be true of the divine AoyG-, yet the 
latter is incompetible to him, And the event plain- 
ly ſhews the ſubj ect of this glory: for he that bum- 
bled himſelf to the death of the Croſs, was exalted by 
God to be theSovereign prince of men and Angels; and 
he that was made in the likeneſs of man or finful 
Fleſh in a wile — „was inveſted with power to 
change our vile bodies into the ſimilitude of his glo- 


rious body, I came forth from the Father and am come 
into the world : again, I leave the world, and goe 10 
the Father, His diſciples ſaid unto him, Lo , now 
ſpeakeſt 
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ſprakeſt thow plainly ,, and ſpeakeſt no parable. | For 
the opinion of — but in a ſpecial manner 
of the Soul of the Mefiah, was the common doctrine 
of their Nation; and that key eaſily unlock'd our Sa- 
viour's meaning, Let this minde be in you which was 
in Chriſt Feſus, who being in the form of God did not, 
like Luciter, think equality with God a prey or ſþoil to 
be invaded by him, in that ſenſe that Cicero ſaies of 
Verres, lib. 5. omnium bona predam [nam duxit; but 
was ſo farre from aſſuming that which was not his 
own, that on the contrary he made himſelf leſs then 
indeed he was, and emptied himſelf by taking the 
form of a ſervant, which conſiſted in his being made 
in the likeneſs of man, or of one of the Sons of Adam; 
and being found in faſhion as a man, he humbled him- 
ſelf yet farther, becoming obedient even to death, If 
this place be to be underſtood of the humanity of 
Chriſt, nothing can be more plain then that his Soul 
preexſifted : for otherwiſe to be born though bur in 
the likeneſs of a terreſtrial man, would have been a 
gain to him, nota diminution , ſince there is no good 
at all in not being, ſave to thoſe who are extrem 
miſerable. And that it is ſo to be underſtood will 
be very probable if we but take notice of the impor- 
— — of the phraſes here uſed, and compare them with 
others in holy Scripture. E- upppy Ocod Vrapyer, 
is as much as if he had bid, Se or, aſter the 
more Attict purity,” >$04#3;, or SroerxrAG. wy, or 
Wafer even as St, Mark, in the ſtory of the wo- 
man which had the Iſſue of blood, ſaies after the Fewsfh 
den Oy pu aipgr 


way, but Sr. Matthew more ele- 
gantly ie. St. John, after the Seventy, Jidu- 
G xt 
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n Oed, but St. Poul Osei a wy uſual 
Hebraiſme in theſe holy Writers, The thing ſignified 
by the pbraſe in band is Chriſt's Angelict purity both 
in body and Spiris, This is that image of God accor- 
ding to which we were all at firſt made, and which 
Chriſt had not loſt as the reſt of his degenerate bre- 
thren had; and this is the divine nature we ſhall 
again be made partakers of when we ſhall have eſca- 
ped the corruption that is in this world: for the Sons 
of the Reſurrection are truely the Sons of God and 
like unto God, But though the huwanity of Chriſt 
was ſo truely deifarm, yet he emptied himſelf of this 
fulneſs of lite and glory by taking the form of a ſer- 
vant, wpplu Nerv, What this means the Ape tells 
us in another place, The creature, i, e. man in the 
Jewiſh language, ſbal be wanumitted from the ſervi- 
tude of corruption, and aſſerted inte —— libe 
of the Sens of Ged, i. e. Angels, or Angelick Souls, 3 
the redemption of hi body, So that wyppr eu is 2 
mortal corruptible body, which the Soul of Chriſt vo- 
luntatily upon her, dy which he became like unto 
us mortal men, as he immediately addes, & ojyrwng- 
T7: Yew Which he otberwhere calls ⁰i¹νν 
. auh, and cgre m8 mee, And being by 
this his Strwile Schema made lower then the Angels, 
be was put in à capacity of being obedient even unto 
death, and of taſting death for every man; and was 
thereby made perſectly like unto his brethren, parta- 
king af fleſb and bleod as they did, that he might by 
Auth deſtroy him who had the power of death, as the 
Apoſtle to the Hebrems For without this ex- 
inanition of himſelf and. deſcent from his athereed or 
\ Angelical 
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Angelical condition it was not poſſible for him to . 
I might further adde for the juſtifying of this interpre- 
tation, that it is not conceivable how the eternal N 
yG-, whois what he is by an unchangeable and undi- 
miniſhable neceſſity of Nature, can be ſaid to empty him- 
ſelf : eſpecially ſince the ſeveral parts and degrees of 
the humiliation here deſcribed are ſpoken of the ſame 
perſon; but certainly he that is Life it {i cannot 
be ſaid to dye, or become obedient to the death of the 
Croſs, Neither is it proper nor uſual in Scripture to 
propound the Deity to us as an exatnple of humility; 
though nothing is ſo frequent there nor more congtu- 
ous then to exhort us to be cõſormable to him in love, 
goodneſs and purity, I ſhall - no more upon this 
place but this, that if being in the form of God be to 
be expounded of the Soul of Chriſt as in phyſical ani- 
on with the divine 2oyG-, yet ſtill out argument for 
the prae xſiſtence of hisSoul will be every whit as good; 
as is plain at firſt ſight, I have been ſomething long 
upon this Text, but will make amends for it in onely 
pointing to the reſt which countenance this Opinion 
of praex ſiſtence as all thoſe many Texts moſt naturally 
do which ſay Chriſt came down from Heaven, For 
every other interpretation of this phraſe coming down 
from heaven, witteither be Socinian as to the Notion, 
and a mere violenceas tothe words, or elſe will make 
the aoy@. alone to be the Chrift, and him that fills a 
things to quit a place. 

And certainly ſomething in favour of this Opinion 
may be made of that ou of the Diſciples to 
our Saviour concerning the man that was born blind; 
for either he approved of the ** opinion as true, 
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or atleaſt thought it very harmleſs if falſe, ſince ha- 
| ving ſo fair an occaſion of rectifying the common be- 
lief, he yet ſaid nothing againſt it. 1 know indeed 
| that the Silence of Scripture and the Arguments from 
thence, which they call Negative, are eſteemed of 
| little force in diſputation unleſs in ſome certain caſes, 
| But he that ſhall ſeriouſly conſider how great a 
change does neceſſarily follow in the whole Frame of 
Chriſtian Religion from the beginning to the end of 
it, by the taking in or leaving out this opinion of pre- 
exiſtence, may poſſibly be induced to think that our 
Saviour's ſaying nothing in ſo apt an occaſion is one 
of thoſe Caſes wherein Silence is almoſt as argumen- 
4 tative as a politive Approbation, 
| Parables likewiſe will not be taken for Argaments : 
| which is no ill Rule if underſtood of the minute cir- 
| cumſtances of them, and of ſuch parts as the decorum 
of an Apolegue requires; but certainly the whole will 
f argue as well as inſtruct, But I lay no ſtreſs upon 
| them, becauſe they may have other true and ſober 
interpretations ; yet I thought good to caſt them in 
for variety ſake, that you may ſee how congruouſly 
they may be applied to the doctrine we are upon, 
The Prodigal Son's leaving his Father you know is 
deſcribed by his going into 4 far Conntrey, and there 
waſting his ſubſtance with riotous living; and in his 
return his Father ſays of him, This my Son wes dead, 
but is alive again, was loſt, but is found. The Son of 
man i come | trom Heaven] to ſave that which was left, 
If a man baue an hundred ſheep,” and one of them go 
aſtray, deth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth 
into the mountains , and feeketh that which # gone 
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aſtray ? For ye were & ſheep going aſtray, but are now 
— —. the ene — p of your Souls. 
I am the good Shepherd, not an hireling whoſe own the 
ſheep are not, You may conlider theſe places alſo, 
though they do not all belong to this head of Parables: 
I am not ſent, but de T#&. woge am mh 2mAwhoTa--- and 
not for that nation onely, but that he ſhould gather toge- 
ther in one Tu wa. Ts Oed Te Sisoxopmoutre --- and 
having made peace by the blood of his — „H him to 
reconcile all things unto himſelf, whether things in hea- 
ven, or things in earth, Dearly beloved brethren, I be- 
ſeech you & ſtrangers and pilgrims abſtain from fleſbly 
tufts which war againſt the ſou and confeſſed that 
they were ſtrangers and pilgrims upon earth. 

Laſtly, the Hiſtory of the Creation cabbaliſticaly 
interpreted confirms the truth of Origens opinion. 
And that the word may not fright you, nor you think 
I mean by it fancifuly and extravaganiiy, I will more 
particularly tell you my meaning, which is this, So 
interpreted as becomes the Majeſty of that Spirit 
which dictated it, the proſound wiſdome and ſcience 
of Moſes who wrote it, the Natures of thoſe thin 
whoſe production is there delivered, laſtly, ſo as may 
anſwer that form of delivery which it manifeſtly pre- 
tends to. For do but read it over, and then tell me 
whether it does not plainly aim at a philoſophical 
Method of completely — us the Natures and 
Ordet of God's univerſal Creation: and then "ply 
the literal ſenſe to this deſigne, and ſee whether that 
aloxe does not infinitely fall ſhort. of it. Therefore 
neceſſarily ſome higher ſenſe muſt alſo be added : 
which if it be ſo managed as to contain nothing but 
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what is great and true, anſwering the title of the Sacred 
Story, and continnealy applicable to the letter; I ſhould 


not be very difficult to grant that this is the very 


thing intended by the holy Spirit and his Pen- man 


- Moſes, And that this hath been ſo done with all theſe 


conditions obſerved,and that the preexſiſtence of Souls 
is found amongſt the other noble doctrines of that 
great Phyſiologer Moſes, | referre you for ſatisfaction 


to the moſt judicious and ingenious Eſſay of the learned 


Gentleman aboye-named, This may ſerve to let you 
ſee that the Father had very probable reaſons for his 
ſecand —_— | 

His Third is this, That theſe pracxſiſting Souls 
through their Fault and negligence became inhabitants 
of the Earth in terreſtrial bodies, | 

Which Opinion he grounds upon theſe conſide- 
rations, 

1 That that infinitely full goadueſs, the firſt bleſ- 
ſed Spring and original of all — communicated of 
himſelf in their production to all poſſible varieties 
and degrees of life, which his eſſential and eternally 
2 wi dome judged beſt for the things produ- 
0 » 
they 


and moſt fitting and decorous in it ſelf, fo as 

might neither incommodate one another, nor 
yet be unhandſomely crowded together without due 
— and ——— of their —— — — 
long chain of lite and Being propagated from the hi 
eſt to the loweſt of all, from the moſt incarpereal 
Deity to asser it ſelf, tis not to be wondered a 
nay, tis neceſſary, that many of the intermediate 
fences ſhould partake of both the extremes, and fo 
there be brought into light Spirits incorporate, But 


fince 
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ſince few Spirits after the Firſt and zeſt are of im- 
mutable purity, and fince every different degree of 
their changeable purity is proportion'd to a corre- 
ſpondent degree of purity in matter, and ſince matter 
is actually exſiſtent in the world according to all de- 
grees of purity, tis not to be wondered at neither 
that the ſame individual Spirit or ſame order of Spirits 
ſhould be ſometimes united with one ſort of matter 
ſometimes with another. But whatever happened to 
them aſterwards through the mutability of their Na- 
ture, we may be aſſured from that infinite Goodneſs 
which produced them, that they were at firſt joy- 
ned to the pureſt matrer, and placed in the beſt Re- 
gions of the world that the higheſt life and purity of 
Eſſence they then had made them then fit for. The 
Souls of men are ove Order of theſe effentially-incorpo- 
rate Spirits, as both their deep immerſion into ter- 
refrial matter, the modification of all their operati- 
ons by it, and the heavenly body promiſed us in the 
Goſpel as the higheſt perfection of our recovered 
Nature, do ſufficiently argue. And therefore if our 
Souls did exſiſt before they appeared inhabitants of 
the Earth, the ſediment of the corporeal world, they 
did exfiſt in a purer element, to which -an higher de- 
gree of life and purer operations, and conſequently grea- 
ter happineſs, did belong. Who then ſhould turn 
them out of that better condition in which the order 
and courſe ol Nature and the internal congruity of 
their own Eſſence had placed them? Cetrainly not he 
whoſe overflowing goodneſs firft brought them into 
Life and Being,and who no doubr inthe firſt moment 
of their exſiſtence ſer them to * thoſe — = 
4 iſe 
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life he had given them, in thoſe parts of the world as 
were moſt advantageous for the happineſs they were 
capable of. And though they ſhould: through the lapſa- 
bility of their nature fall from this eminent pitch of 
Primitive felicity to a ſtate leſs happy and pertect : 
yet this ſtate being not the loweſt and worſt of all, 
and that ſame goodneſ which firſt made them and al- 
wates governs them being unciminiſhable, it is almoſt 
as harſh to think he would precipitate them from this 
ſomething better condition into that which is the 
moſt miſerable of all, as that he did originally create 
them in ſuch a condition as was farre worſe then what 
he then judg d them capable of. And to think that 
any other external cauſe could doe it by force and vio- 
lence is very unphiloſophical, ſince there is an inward 
maturation of vital congruity to be firſt wrought be- 
fore they be ſo much as capable of uniting with this 
or that element, much leſs of living in it as a ſeat and 
habitation of a durable life: beſides it ſeems incon- 
ſiſtent with that moſt wiſe and gracious Providence 
which governs the world, that any thing ſnould have 


a power of diſpoſing of any Being in it a F ag 


What then remains but that through the faulty and 
negligent uſe of themſelves, whileſt they were in ſome 
better condition of life, they rendred themſelves leſs 
pun in the whole extent of their powers both intel- 
ectual and animal, and ſo by degrees became diſpoſed 
for the ſuſception of ſuch a degree of corporeal life 

as was leſs pure indeed then the former, but exact. 
anſwerable to their preſent diſpoſition of ſpirit ; ſo 
that after certain periods of time they might become 
farre leſs fit to actuate any ſort of matter then the 
ferre- 
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terreſtrial; and being originally made with a capaci- 
ty to joyn with this too,and in it exerciſe the powers 
and functions of life, it ſeems neceſſary according to 
the courſe of nature that they ſhould, fink into it, and 
ſo appear terreſtrial men? And that this is a very 
probable cauſe of their becoming inhabitants of the 
earth, the learned Father thinks cannot be doubted, if 
we conſider the neceſſary mutability in created Eſſen- 
ces, the fredome of will in humane Souls, and the great 
ſympathy there is betwixt the parts of the Soul, (for 
he, according to the Platenick doctrine, thinks the 
Soul heterogeneous, and nothing is more eaſy then to 
prove ſhe is ſo.) For as he often inculcates, Good- 
neſs and Truth are not Eſſential or S»bſtantial in 
theſe inferiour Natures, ſo as that they ſhould be 
in a perpetual contemplation of them , and under 
that moſt happy conſtraint of never loſing the 
ſight of their glorious formes and of never ſwer- 
ving from their laws; but do in a more acciden- 
tal way belong unto them, and are efficacious in them 
onely upon certain terms and conditions, From 
which imperfection of their Nature ariſes the aulets- 
nor (for this in ſome ſenſe is no perfection) and by 
the too great liberty of that power it eaſily happens 
that they obſerve not thoſe terms and conditions, 
being drawn away from a preſs and careful atten- 
dance to them by converting to the delightful mo- 
tions of their congenite bodies: which delight is 
both natural and in ſome degrees allowed; bur: all 
corporeal pleaſure having ſomething of confuſion and 
diſturbance in it, together with a ſtrong magical de- 
vocation of the animadverſion to the ſenſe of it, they 

H might 
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might in this dark huddle ar loſe the fight of choſe 
bounds and limits beyond which they ought not to 
proceed in the enjoyment of thoſe pleaſures they reap 
trom corporeal life, For it is very hard for the Soul 
under che preſent actual Fruition of what is delight- 
ful to her, and meeting with nothing in this her freer 
indulgency which by its ſhirpneſs may check her, not 


to be cempred a little and a little further, ſhe feeling a 


freedome in her accompanying this her ſecret defire 
and inward preſages all along, This unwarrantable 
liberty is not at firſt ſo free while the principle of the 
more divine and intellectual life is more intire: but 
this by little and little is weakned by choſe permiſſions 
we make unto our ſelves in favour of our natural pro. 
penſions to corporeal Joy ; and ſo the ſuperiour life 
— dy degrees, and the inferiour more 
eager 
lawleſs motions of the body we are. then united with 
offer to our .corrupred ſenſe, But whatever aberra- 
tions we make from the laws of intellectual life, the 
ill effect of them is not confined to that chief and prix- 
tipai part of out Soul wherein that Jife: is ſeated, but 
deſcends from t hence and ſpreads its impure contagi - 
on chrdugh all the Sears of inferiour life, by reaſon of 
that eloſe continuity which is in all the parts of the 
Soul. And whatever happens to her principal part as 
the Centre of all the reit, does in 4 corteſpondent 
manner affect cheſe which ry from that: for as theſe 
in their firſt emanarion were dererminately ſuch or 
fach 'oaely, becauſe that from whom they proceeded 
was of ſuch or ſuch a degree of purity and effential 
LH] power; 


ly kindling, we ruſh at laſt without bounds and 
meaſurecotake our fill of thoſe. pleaſures: which the- 


unn the regions of 
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power; ſo in all the after-mutations which happen 
chey conſtantly ſympathize with one another, For 
if the _—_— parts of the Soul deſtin'd unto her 
meaner functions do ſo punctually obey the moſt till 
and ſilent volition or imagination of that which is ſa- 
preme, as we plainly finde they doe in paſſions and 
ſpontaneous motion, what wonder is it it the preſent 
trame, habit and temper of that ſapreme part (which 
is certainly more powertul chen a ſingle tranſient com- 
mand) does mould and form them into a ſuitable tem- 

r with it ſelf? And therefore if that central part 

y forſaking the laws of a better life become ſo im- 
pure, that her operations in this degenerate condition 
would act exceed thoſe which may be exſpected from 
an Underſtanding in conjunction with earthly matter; 
the parts derivative will neceſſariy be changed into 
a correſpondent feculency, and fo the whole Soul will 
ſink into terreſtriai matter, tor which alone it is now 
fit, and by her ſeminal reaſons proper to this Rate 
ſhape it into the fabrick of a terre ftriai man. 

2, And the Father further thinks we ought not to 
wonder at any — in this procedure, if we do but 
read and underſtand what the Scripture teaches 
us of the finning Angels, That they kept not their 
primitive — 3 ome their proper habitations 

yenly light, and are therefore 
bound o wi wy pap with the chains of fuligs- 
nous Aire, For what greater wonder is it that 4 
Genes became terreſired men, then ethereal Angels 
aereal demons? But this parity ot reaſon is not all 
the aſſiſtance which Origes concaved the Scriprure 


afforded him in this Aſſertion. For the Sacred Story 
2 0 
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of man in Geneſis plainly deſcribes a tranſgreſſion 
for which Ie was turn'd out of Paradiſe, and became 
mortal, as the Text ſays. Which Hiſtory S. Paul car- 


ries further in his Epiſtle to the Romans, and ſaies, that 


as by one man (in entred into the world, and by ſin death 
and mortality; ſo alſodid this death and mortality ge 
through all men, becauſe or ſo farre as all have ſinned ; 
or in his own words more elegantly, warp / 8vos 
& vIypwTry ,HGlda as I x90u00 HTHA SE, x 2g , apap 
nas o Sc. x mas us mums arbewnrys G Sona 
18. Sd de,, if © ee nmr, And again to 
the Corinth. As by man death — and, As in Adam all 
die --- By which places it appears that Adam ſinned, 
and as a conſequent thereof became mortal; his ſons 
alſo ſinned, and mortality pervaded them too. Now 
who this mortal Adam is whoſe image all that bear are 
likewiſe mortal, the Apoſtle tells us in the ſame 
Chapter, to wit, aS . & , yoings, There- 
fore we all become goiggi or terreſtrial men by ſin, 
But fince we are ſuch from our firſt coming into 
this world, and the fault muſt needs be before the 
conſequents of it, that fin and tranſgreſſion by which 
we became ſuch muſt be look'd for higher or in 
ſome former ſtate. I know this concluſion would not be 
thought by many men rightly deduc'd fromtheſe places 
of Scripture: but this ought to be no prejudice againſt 
it, if you but remember that the gainſaiers are of two 
ſorts of Divines; the one thoſe who deny this ori- 
ginal and general depravation of mankinde, the other 
thoſe who aſcribe all to the will and Sovereignty, or 
miſtaken juſtice of God upon occaſion of the perſo- 
nal miſcarriage of the 5rſt man that dwelt Ny 

th, 
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Earth, The firſt of theſe do manifeſt violence(in my 
apprehenſion) to Scripture, and contradict experi- 
ence: the latter groſsly pervert the nature of things, 
an rudely diſhonour the divine Attributes; as might 
with much eaſe be Thewn, if I thought it neceſſary to 
your ſagacious judgment. a 

But leſt I ſhould expoſe this doctrine of the holy Fa- 
ther we have been debating toa ſuſpicion of greater 
inconcinnity then as he himlelf aſſerted it, I am to give 
you notice (if I have not already ſufficiently done it) 
that this paſſing of the Soul through ſeveral ſtates of 
lite and different elements is neither performed in a 
ſhort time, nor ever deſcends ſo low as to deſtroy her 
rational nature, or put off humane form ; both theſe 
are expreſsly denied by him. What the length of 
her better ſtates of life is he onely can truly judge who 
knows the internal frame and conſtitution of our Na- 
ture, and how vital every congruity of life is which he 
implanted in the Soul, or he who is a preſent inhabi- 
tant in that gate of which the queſtion is asked. But 
for us terre ſtrial animals, ſo perfect an oblivion hath 
ſeiſed on us through the great change we under went 
in our deſcent hither where we now are, (that I may 
name no other reaſon) that we are utterly diſabled 
to make any certain Anſwer to ſo curious an Enquiry, 
Onely upon that hyporbeſis,that to every remarkable 
difference of purity in the Efſence of created Spirits 


there is a difference in matter exactly anſwering and 


fitted thereto, and by how much more pure they 
are, by ſo much more durable is their life, as approa- 
ching nearer to and more fully partaking of the firſt 
and pureſt fountain of liſe; — Hypotheſis I 
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ſay, we may probably gueſs that the ordinary durati- 


on of aereal life does as farre exceed the common li- 
mits of the terreſtrial, as the ſubtilty and tenuity of 
that element does the courſneſs of that matter which 
the Soul does efpeczally actuate in our terreſtrial bo- 
dies; and the aereal period falls as farre ſhort of the 
celeſtial, as the blended Atmoſphere of the pure lucid 
ether, But theſe ate mere gueſſes, and let them go 
with you for no more, This onely we know, what 


the life of man upon earth commonly is in this Age 


of the world, and to what length it was drawn out. 


in the daies of old, wen all the Elements were in their 


Spring and wholeſome verdure, and before the fiery 
principle was grown ſo potent and 7 as now it 
is; and the Goſpel aſſures us that the daies of the 
heavenly or ethereal life are ſo numberleſs that it is 
called eternal. The other part of my advertiſement 


was, that the Soul never deſcends below her rational 


Nature and humane form, Which I therefore take 
notice of, becauſe I perceipe the adverſaries of ori- 
gen have been ſomething to draw this into 
the heap of their criminations, that he did hold the 
rontrary, Bat the Father was not © flight a con- 
templatour as to believe the truth of it; and knew 
better what was the meaning of the Fable in che Py- 
thagorich dotrine, and could not but have obſerved 
afrer what manner Fus talks of it in the Cloſe of 
his Tia who though he do not (as far as 1 re- 
member) call it a Fable, yet it is plain he handles ir 
ſo carelefly co wich the other parts of the 
— chat is little doubt to be made bur 
that he beld it for one in the literal fenſe. Which 


will 
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will be more probable if yon abſerve that he in that 
excellent — does puactually follow the method 
and opinions of TimewsLocrenſis in his De anima mun- 
di, who does expreſsly call it Fabulows. Beſide, the 
learned Father, where he does mention it, diſertly af- 
firms that it is not an Opinion which he believes, but 
was propounded by him onely for the Copia and va- 
riety of diſputation, And that he may not ſeem to 
have ſaid this in a colour and cautiouſly for his own ſe- 
curity,as St. Jerome very charitably would have him, 
he does in ſeveral places upon St, Matthew, and in his 
coxtra Celſum, dogmatically declare that there is no 
ſuch per gvowpgmnocs. | 1 

His Fourth Dogma is, That the myſtery of the Re- 
ſurrectian is this, That we ſhall be cloathed with 
heavenly or ethereal bodies properly ſo call'd and 
in a phyſical ſenſe, 

What is the trach in this Opinion muſt be learn'd 
from the Faith and doctrine of the Goſpel whereot it 
is ſo eminent an Article, the great Geabeioy of our 
holy faich and obed.ence, and the whole Evangeli- 
cal myſtery ſo far as it reſpects our good and advan- 
tage is for the recovery of mankinde to this high 
picch of felicity: and the pia Father does moſt wil- 
lingly reſolve his belief in this Opinion into the ſen- 
tence ot thoſe infallible writings, But that you may 
have a more orderly and demonſtrative underſtanding 
of what they reach us in this matter, you are to re- 
tall to your memory ſomethiag of what I have before 
diſeourſed out of the Father, that fo you may with 
one view ſee how coherent his ſpeculations are, and 
how much they confirm and are confirmed by the 
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doctrine of the Goſpel. We have out of him affirmed 
That the Souls of men are ſpirits eſſentially incorpo- 


rate; That ſuch ſpirits depend much in all their ope- - 


rations on that body they are united with; That the 
Elements of our terreſtrial compoſition are ſuch as al- 
moſt fatally incangle us in vice, paſhon and miſery ; 


That theſe Souls did exſiſt and act (for to what pur- 


poſe elſe did they exſiſt?) before they became viſible 
inhabitants of the earth; That therefore oy then had 
at leaſt aereal bodies; That the purer the body is 
the Soul is united with, the purer, more perfect and 


happy is her life and operations; beſides, that ſupreme 


goodneſs which made all things aſſures us that he 
made all things beſt at firſt, And therefore his reco- 
very of us to our laſt happineſs (which is the deſign 
and purpoſe of the Goſpel ) muſt reſtore us to our 
better bodies and more happy habitation. In the decla- 
ration of which recovery if it be found that he pro- 


miſes us celeſtial bodies, twill be both according to 


what our reaſon would exſpect in ſo gracious a de- 
ſigne, and does alſo not obſcurely intimate that earth 
was not the firſt element wherein we did exſiſt. Upon 
theſe principles the Father eſtabliſnes the preſent 
dogma, ſome whereof we have already largely en- 
deavored to prove; the reſt are plain of themſelves, 
and confeſs d by all, or you know where to have the 
accurate proois of them if you think they can be 
doubted of: and therefore I ſhall leave you to make 
the beſt of them for the advantage of the Father's 
preſent Aſſertion, betaking my ſelf to ſee what Scri- 
pture ſaies in, the buſineſs, after I have taken two 
arguments in my way, which 1 ſhall offer to * 

| | conſide- 
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conſideration in a more careleſs and 'popnlar 
manner. 

1, He that isa Chriſtian and Diſciple of the Son 
of God hath given up himſelf to the obſervation of 
ſuch Laws as require of him perfect Holineſs and Pu- 
rity, univerſal abſtinence from all wrong and injuſtice, 
hearty and unfeigned love and good will toall man- 
kinde; and all this in the inward affection of his mind, 
ſo as that they become his nature and the very life of 
his Spirit. He is by the tenour of that holy Inſtitute 
to mortifie my inordinate affection, to be dead to 
the ſenſe of bodily delights, not to be carried away 
with ſelf-conceit and the tickling aire of Fame and 
Honour from men,not to be tranſported with Anger; 
to have no eſteem of thoſe things the world fo much 
admires and ſo eagerly purſues, Power and Wealth : 
bur cut off from all things that are without, and per- 
fectly commanding all the allowed motions and de- 
fires of his Natural Spirit, he is ſolely to live the life 
of God with entire Subjection to his will. But do not 
all the world complain of theextreme difficulty of the 
task ? that it is as cruel to their imagination when 
they think of it, and as painful to their ſenſe when th 
goe about it, as the violent diſciſſion of their very Lif. 
would be could it be forcibly torn in pieces? Not but 
their minds are very well ſatis fied of the reaſonable- 
neſs and juſtneſs of ſuch an undertaking , and their 
moſt inward light cannot but pronounce that the poſ- 
ſeſſion of that life they are called to by the counſels 
and exhortations of the Goſpel would be a ſtate of 
moſt defireablefelicity; ſo that if the law of their mind 


had a perfect ſovereignty over the whole man, the bu 
I fineſs 
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ſineſs was done. But alas! they are drawn away by 
the pleaſing force of the magick of the fleſh, and in 
deſpite of all the ſuccour which their Minde, Reaſon 


"and Conſcience bring them, are willingly led captive 


by an enemy whom they love. This is the law in the 
members, whoſe very nature is warring and oppoſition 
to the law of the minde: it is allo called the will, 
ſenſe, or affe ion of the fleſh, which hath ſuch an eſ- 
ſential enmity to God and whatever is divine, that it 
can by no means be made ſubj ect to his law, For the body 
of death or the mortal body is, according to St, Paal, 
Vnful fleſb in which dwells nothing that is good, and 
the law of it is the law of ſin and death, And that 
members, ficſh, body, death, are to be taken plainly 
and literally, both St. Paul's diſcourſe makes evident 
enough, and the experience and confeſſions of men 
confirme z who palpably feel that their t 

the laws of and the minde proceeds. from the 
motians of the earthly body they are cloathed withal. 
Now theſe motions being as natural to it as deſcent 
is ta heavy bodies, and as neceſſarily affecting us with 
the ſenſe of ſin as fire does with warmth and heat; it 
follows that our eſtabliſhmenc in a truely divine and 
finleſs life, which is the end of Chriſtian religion, 
cannot be effected but by our obtaining ſuch a body as 
is fartheſt removed from the Nature of our preſent 
lach of ſin, that is, an heavenly or ethereal one. 

. Fou cannot but have obſerved even in thoſe 
who are Ioſtructets of the people in knowledge and pi- 
ety, men otherwiſe learned and of good capacity, a 
fkrange fatal proneneſs to ſuchOpinions as are as plai 
ly; repugnant and contradictious to the moſt — 

I | nat 
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natural Idea of our minde as any can be: which Opi- 
nions many of them are concerning ſuch ſubjects whoſe 
worth and excellency ſhould make us very careful 
what we think of them, and hugely render that we 
pronounce nothing of them which is injurious or 
mean; as God, his Works, and Counſels , what is 
Holy, Righteous, Comely, Equitable, and the like : 


whoſe natures rightly known and accorcing to Truth, 


bring the greateſt Eaſe and Satisfaction, ineffable peace 
and quiet, and the moſt pure and inraviſhing delight 
' that our mindes can receive from any knowledge 
whatever, and govern all the purpoſes and enterpri- 
zes of our Soul, all the actions of our lives conſiſtent- 
ly, quicken and incourage us to all growth and pro- 
greſs in vertue and whatever is good and laudable, 
and with unſhaken firmitude ſupport our hope, that 
our labours ſhall not be in vain, laſtly, which are alſo 
with abundant clearneſs defined in thoſe holy Ora- 
cles which we all believe infallible, Whence is it 
then that all that light which ſhould direct us to the 


truth of ſuch objects is not ſeen? that we are ſo eaſi- 


ly content to want all that pleaſure and peace ariſing 
from the knowledge of their truth; and patiently 
endure to live, act, and expect at randome with- 
out any ſufficient grounds or coherency of reaſon? 
If the Souls of men were effencially unlike one another, 
or the Ideas of Truth were not every where the 
ſame, my wonder would quickly ceaſe : nay if theſe 
erring perſons were but affected with their odde con- 
_ in that moderate degree —— wok tha 

ity is apt to t in us, where we e 
man -A. GR Har them to us, I could be con- 
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tent to look for the reaſon of this phenomenon in the 
modeſty and humble deference of the minde it ſelf : 
but when I ſee them believe ſuch groſs errours with 
ſuch eagerneſs of ſpirit, and with ſo ſettled an affe- 


. tion, and from a congruity and ſympathy of vital 


diſpoſition, Iam at a loſs to finde the cauſe any where 
but in the complexional impurity of their earthly bo- 
dies; whoſe foul ſteams mixing with and infecting 
that ſubtile inſtrument the Soul uſes in all her ſenſes 
and perceptions, and by which all her —_— are 
modified, condemn them fatally ro ſuch groſs miſ- 
takes and to an utter inſenſibility of the contrary 
Truths, ſo long as they are condemned to ſee nothing 
but through ſuch a courſe medium, and to labour for 
Truth with ſuch unqualified Inſtruments, And know- 
ing that not onely vertue and piety but alſo Truth 
and knowledge are the natural accompliſhments of the 
Soul, I conclude according to the Father, that that 
— — perfection which by the warrant of the 
Goſpel we hope for in the Reſarrection, cannot be 
wrought in us unleſs we be poſſeſſed of ſuch a body 
whoſe purity of temper wil be as ſubſervient to Truth, 
as I finde the terreſtrial one an hindrance thereto, 

3. I ſaid at the beginning of this dogma, that the 
Truth of it muſt be decided by the teſtimony of holy 
Scripture whereof it is ſo important a part, and that 
the holy Father is moſt ready to be concluded by its 
deciſion z therefore in the third place he argues from 
thence. You know St. Paul in his firſt Epiſt. to the 
Corinthians hath a diſconrſe on purpoſe concerning 
the Reſurrection; from thence therefore, if any 
where, we may very well hope to finde a deter- 

| mination 
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mination. of the matter in hand. The Apoſtle in 
that moſt excellent and learned diſcourſe, having 
firſt proved the Reſurrection of our ever- bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour, comes at laſt to anſwer the Ob- 
jections of ſome incredulous or miſinformed men 
in that Church, which he gives us in theſe words, 
How are the dead raiſed np and with what bodies 
do they come? In which if there be any ſenſe 
or force to make it worthy of an Anſwer from the 
Apoſtle, it muſt be this or ſome ſuch like; How is it 
poſſible that thoſe bodies ſhould riſe again and be joy- 
ned to the Souls that formerly actuated them, which 
we ſee rotted in the grave, diſſolved into duſt, and 
ſcatter'd over the face of the eatth, or evaporated into 
Aire and diſperſed as farre aſunder oſibly as the 
heaven is wide, and undergoe ten thouſand ſeveral 
tranſmutations, and are adopted into as many ſeveral 
bodies, whether Animals or others? To which the 
Apoſtle anſwers, not by ſaying the Power of God is in- 
finite and his Knowledge infinitely diſtinct, ſo as he 
can finde out and recollect all thoſe wandring Atomes, 
and of them —— that building which once they 
made: but by calling frſ# the Objecter foob for ſo 
groſsly miſtaking the queſtion, as if the Chriſtians 
exſpected the ſame individual body made of the ſame 
numerical particles of matter,which his objection ſup- 
poſes z whenas their doctrine of the Reſurrection is 
ſomewhat like that of a grain of Corn, which muſt 
firſt die before any thing ſpring of it; and that which 
does ſpring up from its death is another thing from 
that which was ſown-and died; And then, ſecopdly,by 
farther informing” him that the Tas of _ 
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and matter are farre more numerous then he takes 
notice of; ſo that it is ſo farre from being neceſſary 
that we ſhould have the ſame individual bodies, that 
there is no neceſſity we ſhould have bodies of the ſame 
ſort or kinde : for the world is better ſtored then ſo, 

and contains celeſtial bodies as well as — of 
different worth and excellency z and that God who 
gives us a body as it pleaſes him, is graciouſly pleaſed 
to give us one in the Reſurrection of that kind which 
is moſt excellent and glorious, vis, heavenly and ſbi- 
ritual: and that though we have born the image of 
the earthly Adam, having an earthly body as he had, 

yet it is not neceflary we ſhall alwaies doe (o, for there 
is an heavenly Adam too, the Lord, whoſe image we 
ſhall bear, having an heavenly and ſpiritual body as he 
hath, And leſt we ſhould miſtake what he meant by 
earthly and heavenly, animal and ſpiritual bodies, and 
— theſe words to diſpoſitions in the Soul, or 
uſe them improperly any other way to the countenan- 
cing any groſs or {low conceit, he gives us a key of 
his meaning by this plain and down-rightaffirmation, 
That fleſh and blood (a phraſe well known to fignifie 
the earthly body, and for its ſake « man in ſuch a body) 

cannot come to Heaven, or the Kingdome of Cd; for 
it is impoſſible that ſuch a body, which is in its intrin- 
ſecal nature corruptible, ſhould become incorruptible, 
or be fit to inherit incorruption, And further you may 
poſlibly not think it a remark altogether impertinent, 
that ifthe Apoſtle had been of the miade of 9 
adverſaries; it would be very hard to imagine why he 
ſhould give ſo long, ſo diſtiact and particular an An- 
ſwer to the queſtion. For it may ſeem more ſuitable 
to 


and his chiefeſt Opinions. 
to the authority of ſo great a perſon, when captiouſly 
asked, With what bodies do they come? roundly to 
have anſwered, With the ſame they left behind them. 
Another Argument out of the ſame Apoſtle may be 
that in his ſecond Epiſt. to the ſame Corinth, For we 
know that if our earthly honſe of this tabernacle was 
diſſolved, we have a building from God, an houſe not 
made with hands, eternal, in the heavens, For in this 
we groan, earneſtly deſiring to be clothed upon with our 
hoaſe which s from heaven, Where are plainly de- 
ſcribed two feveral houſes or bodies quite different 
one from the other in their materials, duration, and 
benefit to the inhabitant: the one is called earthly, 
and a tabernacle which ſhall be diſſolved, wherein we 
— through the burthenſameneß of it; the other 
eavenly, and eternal, and hugely advantageous and 
deſirable to us: the former Characters defigning the 
body we have here upon earth, the latter that which we 
ped hereafter in Heaven, So that unleſs any thing 
may be any thing, and the ſame thing while the fame 
be quite another thing, it is not poſſible but that that 
body we look for in heaven, or at the Reſurrection, 
thould be a quite different thing from that body of 
fleſh and blood we are now clothed with, fince it hath 
fuch different properties. For unleſs the courſe con- 
cretion of earth as earth can be as liquid as Æther or 
heavenly matter, and that which is in its own nature 
diſſoluble be eternal, and be actually diffolved onely to 
be ſer together again, or that we groan through the 
oppreſſion of that weight which we earneſtly deſire to 
be burthened with again, the body which we have here 


cannot (according to the Apoſtle) be that which we 
ope 
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hope to have hereafter, And all the properties of the 
former body will from its eſſential contexture neceſla- 

rily adhere to it whereever it be, and the properties of 
the latter are the moſt genuine reſults of ethereal pu- 
rity ; ſo that if S. Paal by the building we are to have 
from God, by the houſe not made with hands, deſcribes 
that body God will give us in the Reſurrection of the 
juſt, he ſays the ſame with the holy Father, That the 
myſterie of that happy time and change is this, that 

__ ſnall then be cloathed with heavenly or @thereal 

dies, 

This is ſufficient for the proof of this Aſſertion 
out of Scripture : yet if you pleaſe you may over and 
above make trial, whether any convenient ſenſe can be 
made of thoſe ſo very frequent phraſes of a mortal bo- 
dy, a corraptible body, a body of death, a vile body 
an ingloriexs and infirme body, a dead body, the fleſh 
of Sin, and the like; if ſuch bodies may be incorrupti- 
ble, immortal, eternally living, never to dy more, re- 
ſulgent with lucid glory like the body of Chriſt, who 
is the Adam woven. in the ſame ſenſe that the 
other Adam was ase, and laſtly, be the inſtruments 
of perſect purity, righteouſneſs and holineſs, I per- 
ſwade my ſelf you wil finde it an hard task to recon- 
cile ſuch diſcordant attributes. But to ſay that what- 
ever the bodies we have upon earth be in their own 
nature, God by his omaipotent power can make them 
ſuch as the Goſpel promiſes they ſhall be at the Re- 
ſurrection, and keep them by his almighty hand from 
death or decay, is to ſay, that miracles are very cheap 
with him; nay further, it is to ſay, that God where 
he intends us a benefit, will work a perpetual miracle 
; "- 
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to keep us in a werſe ſtare then we might arrive to 
bythe ordinary laws and courſe of Nature, For it 
is demonſtrable from Philoſophy and Apparitions 
that an aereal body will arily fall to our ſhare 
upon the — we have; and where the Soul 
is more then ordinarily advanced in the progreſs of an 
holy and vertuous life, that aereai body of hers will 
be in great diſpoſition to an ethereal purity : ſo that 
if the Providence of God would not interpoſe her ſelf, 
but leave things in that ſtate they come to by her 
eternal laws, it would be much better for ſo perfect 
Souls to ſtay where they are, then to be again cloathed 
with fleſh and blood, For this is plainly to climb down- 
wards , and with pretence of courteſie to remand the 
releaſed man to his priſon and chains, And it is ve- 
ry childiſh to think that Fleſh and blood made gay 
without by I know not what imagined light and 
glory is one pin the better for it; for if the houſe be 
ruinous in the materials and make of it, and fluttiſh 
and unclean within, all the external painting- and 

rgetting imaginable can neither ſecure the inha- 

itants from its fall, nor make their dwelling one jot 
more wholeſome, The Moon as bright as ſhe looks is 
as very an Earth as this we tread on, contemn, and de- 
fire to leave. But as hard as you will finde it to make 
ſenſe of thoſe _ above-named which characterize 
our earthly body, it this earthly body is to come to 
Heaven; juſt ſo eaſie and natural are the oppoſite 
expreſſions which deſcribe that —— body which 
ſhall certainly come thither. For both the duration 
of it, its — 2 glory, and its eximious ſubſervi- 
ency to all puritie, righteouſneſs and truth, do as 
K proper- 
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properly belong to a body of ethereal puritie, and this. 


onely, as any naturall effect whatever to its true and 
ſpecifickz cauſe, as a very little skill in Philoſophy 
would ſatisfie. any enquirer, An what greater aſſu- 
rance can any man have that he underſtands any thing 
he reads, then evidently to ſee that the words are fit 
and appoſite,an1 the very ſame that all men uſe who 
write or (peak perſpicuouſly, and the things aſſerted 

ſuch as exactly anſwer to the Nature of things? 
Having Scripture ſo plainly on our fide (for fo for 
decorum ſake I muſt ſpeak, playing the part of an ori- 
geniſt) I think I may be bold to expoſtulate with the 
adverſaries, and ask them what it is they ſeek by their 
ſo eagerly-defended Fleſbly body, and what is the prop 
of their tenacious confidence © For tis plaid that we 
are nothing and are concern'd in nothing more then 
what: we are conſcious of, feel and perceive z That the 
Soul alone is the ſubject of all ſenſe, perception, me- 
mory , and affections; That what ſhe perceives by 
is neither the fleſh nor blood, no nor the brains them- 
ſelves, nor any other groſs part of our bodies, but that 
purer and ſubtiler matter in us which is called Ani- 
mal ſpirits, That if the Soul be an immaterial ſubſtance 
diſtiact from the body, tis as eafily conceived, nay 
more eaſily, how ſhe ſhould unite with an whole vehi- 
cle of ſuch pure matter as with her whole terreſtrial 
body; eſpecially ſhe giving us even in this body a be- 
cimen of that capacity of hers, by being in her high- 
eſt degree of vitality united with ſome portion of that 
matter already, What is it then that they exſpect 
from the moſt refined fleſb and blood they can imagine, 
which they may aot have with uſury and advantage 
in 
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in 2 body of purer Conſiſtence? or what is the Seru- 
ple that makes them fo backward in admitting ſuch 
abodys To the former queſtion I make no doubt 
they can anſwer nothing which will not be groſs and 
ridiculous, To the latter I know they will ſay that 
the Scripture ſaies otherwiſe : we ſhall ſee that more 
particularly at the ffth vere, In the mean time 
conſider, O ye fond doters on fleſh and blood , what 
we have already produced out of that ſacred treaſury 
of Truth contrary to your dull pretenſions: and fur- 
ther call to minde, that as Scripture calls thoſe bodies 
we hope for in the Reſurrection of the juſt celeſtial 
and ſþrritual, and termes the place of our abode at 
that bleſſed time the kingdome of heawes and the in- 
hericance in light; fo —_—_ and Aſtronomy can 
demonſtrate that the matter of that happy place is 
— & liquid ſpirit or ether. Why then do you 
pretend mifinterprered Scripture contrary to all rea- 
ſon; Philoſophy and your own benefit, againſt Scri- 
pture having Philoſophy and your ad e on its 
ſide? And ſince our preſent bodies by which we are 
inhabitants of the Earth are of a terreſtrial concreti- 
on, and conſiſt of ſuch matter which ariſes from the 
Earth, and which after all its tram ſmatations, elutri- 
ations, and filtrations in the body, is 0 from 
the courſe tincture it had from its earthly original 
and ſince the Scripture faies that Angels the inhabi- 
tants of heaven are ſpirits and a flame of fire, and 
are called Angels of light, as heaven” it ſelf is light 
and fire, and appear: alwales in lucid form , and 
that the Devils or Damons are the inhabitants of the 
Aire (whom the ſtories of appatirions and the con- 
; K 2 feſſions 
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feſſions of Witches plainly prove to have bodies of 
Aire;). what croſneſs and madneſs is it to believe we 
ſhall be fellow-citizens of the Angels in the Kingdome 
of heaven, and have ſuch a body as the Apoſtle calls 
heavenly and ſpiritnal, and yet to interpret that word 
Heavenly otherwiſe then in relation to the ſubtil- 
ty and tenuity of the matter of heaven? Bur to leave 
e prAoopres,and let you further ſee that S. asi did 
not onely fit at the feet of Gemaliel (from whom 
Mr Gregory conceives he learn d the Analogy be- 
tween the germination of a grain of corn and the re- 
ſurrection of the body) but had alſo been admitted 
into the 222 exgxocor, Or rather that both he 
and the divine Pythagoras were — — the ſame 
Spirit of Truth and holy —— I will give you 
a taſte of that great c ity of phraſe there is in 
the delivery of their doctt And not to trouble 
you with many Authors of that way, I will content 
my ſelf with Hierocles in his commentary on the Gol- 
den verſes, as they are called. The body of fleth we 
— — — —— with — — Su 
xu that which the pure ſpirits 

in heaven have he with him calls wdug-myv, 4 4 
cer and avg, which plainly anſwer to S. Paas 
Che gen he likewiſe termes it a dia, and 
aides, and aivrgor, which is exactly the ſame with 
St Pauls 2 put on immortality, and eternal, and 
heavenly. He ſaies likewiſe that in order to our hea- 
venly journey we muſt firſt rhuw' Y S179 . eu- 
en ddd. and that the (dug cannot 
aſcend % eier e. What is this but that 
Fleſh and blood cannot inherit the kingdeme lay 
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And again 75 13 f e., &. 5 & d 
tra ere mi <Youp owpgn Croley du 
Jap D d a5Aor (aus · Then which it is not poſſible 
to finde a better comment upon that of St. Paul, 
— Cloathed upon with our houſe which « from hea- 
ven, that mortality might be ſwallowed up of life. 
Again, — Se e (ie e N. Hou Cons 
TY vang aarQ. o efdννν oy vd arvey- 
wo, os Gu Ne arias g open. avnou uni)” 
St. Paul's outward and inward man, the earthly and the 
heavenly Adam. He ſaies alſo that the ſpiritual ve- 
hicle of the Soul being perfected and purged from all 
material ##vitalneſs or mortality, and the lucid bo- 
being rendred pure and defæcate, we are then fit 
to be admitted into the company and converſe of the 
pure ſpirits which have zthereal bodies, and are then 
arrived to the Angelick nature: which in the words 
of Scripture is, Bat ye are come to the city of the li- 
ving Cod, the heauenly Feruſalem, to an innumera- 
ble company of Angels, and ts the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfett. — They are equal to the Angels, and 
' are the children of G Sroi in Hierocl, } being the 
children of the reſurrettion, If by any means F 
might attain to the reſurrection of the dead, Not 4s 
if I had already attained or was already perſected. 
aſtly, that 1 draw the paralleliſme no further, in 
this Theory of bodies he uſes the words of per 
e 'and ayabiwoxedry, I need not tell you, much 
eſs ſnew you, that he does not uſe ſuch words 
alone, I trouble you with no more exam- 
ples., theſe being ſufficient and clear and _— 
enough. (chiefly of the firſt of them which E 
K 3 eſpecially 
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eſpecially intended) to ſhew you the agreement in 
ſtyle between S. Paul and Hierocles, Now the uſe I 
make of it is this, Tis notoriouſly known that the 
Pythagorick or Platonick doctrine concerning the diffe- 
rent ſtates of Spirits incorporate is the ſame with 
origen s; and that the Words and Phraſes they uſe 
to expreſs the different nature of the body by they 
are cloathed with are as fit and proper(if their doctrine 
be true) as any that can be inv is plain to every 
one that underſtands the uſe of words. Now that 8. 
Paul ſhould uſe the ſame in the ſame matter and ar- 
gument, yet not in the ſame ſenſe, but a quite diffe- 
rent one, is the moſt unlikely thing in the world; 
and beſides renders all endeavours of finding his ſenſe 
and meaning utterly fruſtrate or deſperately uncertain. 
But if S. Paal uſed them in the ſame ſenſe with thoſe 
Philoſophers, then it is manifeſt that origen 8 doctrine 
of the Re ſarrection is the ſame with S. Pax/'s, and 
therefore infallibly true. There is a reverend Docter 
of our Church of eximious Piety and Learning (and 
long may he live to be a Light in this perverſe gene- 
ration, and the Envie of thoſe that are adverſaries. 
and affliters of our dear Mather) whom I have heard 
to be of opinion, that this Hierocles of whom we have 
been ing was 2 Chriſtian, and who intends. to 
encreaſe the number of his learned and uſeful writings 
with a diſſertation to prove the ſame. If this re- 
port of him be true, I make no doubt but amongſt 
other Arguments which have perſwaded him to en- 
tertain this Paradox, the agreement in Doctrine 


and Phraſe betwixt the holy: Pen- men of Scripture 


and that Author is not the leaſt. But err 
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of my Conjecture, you muſt exſpect till that reported 
Work of his ſee the lde mo * 

1 come now to the Father's Fifth Opinion, which is 
this, That after long periods of time the damned ſhill 
be delivered from their torments, and try their for- 
tunes again in ſuch — — of the World as their Na- 
ture and preſent diſpoſition fits them for. 
here are in ſome men's mindes won ferful high 
reaches at great and unuſual Objects: that diſpoſition 
of Soul whence ſuch extraordmary Offers proceed 
you may not unproperly call the Magnificence of 
the Imelle#, which often hath ſomething of Teme- 
rity in it, as the Moral vertue of that name not ſel- 
dome hath ſome touch of Ambition. But as we are 
very favourable to this,and apt to pardon its ſmaller 
extravagances for the ſake of thoſe high deſignes 
and eminent works to which they adhere : ſo by the 
ſame reaſon and juſtice ought that other to be can- 
didly ſentenced by us when it ſeems to flip, becauſe of 
thoſe raiſed and concerning diſcoveries it makes 
where it lights right and happily ; eſpecially where 
it ſeems to have been betr a forward and pious 
endeavour of doing honour to God. Which is ori- 

gens caſe here; of whom his greareſt adverſaries can- 
not in reaſon but confeſs, that the Frrour they con- 
ceive him falne into in this opinion —.— from his 
over · great ſolicitude of rendring the wayes of Provi- 
dence clear, righteous and benigne. Yet this, as ſtrange 
as it looks, hath its probabilities too as well as t 

former, For he looked God as making all things 
for their good and benefit, with this gracious deſtgne, 
that they might be happy according to their yr 
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Order in the infinite orb of Beings, Some whereof 
would neceſſarily be ſo farre removed from the ſtabi- 
liry of his bleſſed and immutable Perfection, that he 
plainly foreſaw and wondred not at their future change 
and deſcent from their Original Integrity z which 
though it would not happen to them without their 
own fault, yet his moſt juſt and righteous Eyes could 
not but more favourably look upon the miſcarriage, 
ſince it proceeded ſomewhat from that incompoſi1bi- 
lity which his own hands had wrought in their Eſſen- 
tial Contexture, and from a too free and careleſs uſe 
of ſuch natural Powers and enjoyment of ſuch de- 
lights as he himſelf had made and permitted to them 
in due bounds and meaſures, For it ſeems true and 
not diſhonourable to God, that fin it ſelf proceeds 
from no power of the ſinner's own making, neither is 
the pleaſure of it from any ſuitableneſs and uity 
which he deviſed ; for he findes them both made rea- 
dy to his hand: onely he was fo careleſs and un- 
happy as to tranſpoſe things from their due places, 
and make ſuch combinations of them as were to 
his own damage in the event, and ſuch as were not 
primarily intended by that moſt wiſe and benevolent 
minde which made and order d all things to the beſt 
they were capable of, That eternal minde therefore 

ing all _ out of a Principle of infinite love, 
and for the good and ineſs of the things them- 
ſelves, and ſeeing what he had made and how he had 
made them, and what was likely to be the lot of 
ſome of them from the neceſſary unper fectneſs of 
their Natures, if their future ill hap was like to 
be infinitely more ſharp and dolorous then all — 
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good they ſhould” enjoy from him till that calamity 


befel them grateful and pleaſant, his great compaſſion = 


certainly would have perſwaded him quickly to anni- 
- hilate them; or rather his Wiſdome would have 
judg d it more decorous never to have made them, 
For aſſuredly he needed them not in any reſpect, 
leaſt of all as they were miſerable. But we ſee ſuch 
mutable Creatures made, and hear nothing of their 
Annihilation (as indeed it would be very ſtrange we 
ſnould; for this would be as much as to ſay, God had 
made ſuch beings as he could not continue in being 
with conſiſtency with his own Attributes: that I may 
not adde that poſſibly ſuch was the manner of the pro- 
duction of all things as makes Annihilation impoſſible) 
therefore we may be aſſured there are ſuch Reſerves in 
his moſt wiſe and gracious Providence, as will both 
vindicate his Sovereign Goodneſs and Wiſdome from 
all juſt diſparagement, and take ſuch courſe with and 
ſo diſpoſe of all his Creatures, as they ſhall never be 
but in ſuch a condition, which, all things conſider d, 
will be farre more eligible then never to have been. 
Amongſt which wayes and diſpoſitions of Providence 
wherein his Wiſdome, Rectitude and Mercy all con- 
curre, P#niſhment is not the leaſt, nor unprofitable to 
the puniſhed, And this ſharper kinde of favour hath a 
very juſt and righteous place in ſuch Creatures as are 
by nature mutable, For this natural mutability paſs d 
not into an actual declination from their better prin- 
ciples of life without their Fault, and ſuffeting a poſſi - 
bility of being worſe to prevail above an actual power 
of continuing better. And therefore Providence hath 


interwove in the Natures of things and all ſtates and 
L condi- 
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conditions of life ſuch acerbities and incommodities 
as may give check to them when they ate deſcending 
lower then they onght, and ſeaſonably reimiad them 
of the better condition they have left. But if this 
gentler ſmart and uneaſefulneſ will not reclaim them 
but they for all that ſtill further purſue forbidden a 
uncertain pleaſures, and think them not dearly boughe 
though mix d with bitterneſs, yet we are not ſtraight 
to conclude that Providence hack given them over 
either as utterly unfic for her Care and Diſcipline, or 
degenerated beyond her power of Cure and Emenda- 
tion, For beſide her ordinary and natural * of 
Nurture and Correction, (he can and will, when it 
ſeems ſit or neceſſary, with a feverer hand ſcourge 
theſe. Rebels ro her gentler laws and contemners of 
her milder Rebukes, And ſuch will be that dy of 


fiery vengeance, when the inferiour elements of Na- 


ture ſhall melt wich fervent heat, the earth and all the 


wor ks thereon be burnt up, and the aire be filled with 


ſuffocating ſmoak which ſhe ſhall ſend up from her 
inflamed Entrals. Into which farre-ſpreading Lake 
of ſlow · conſuming fire and ſulphureous ſtench the un- 
reclamable Devils and obſtinately- wicked men ſhall 
be by the righteous hand of God precipitated. A ſad 
pitiable Fate and torture unſufferable ! hut no doubt 
as juſt as great, Juſt, I ſay, not onely according to the 
eſtimation of modern Theslegy (which from an exceſs 
of complement tq the Juſtice of God becomes almoſt 
as rude and troubleſome as the Aſs in the Fable, who 
did not fawn upon, but inyade-his maſter, and which 


es the greateſt puniſhment conceiveable;) * 
0 


— pronounces that the leaſt peccadills highly 


alſo in the compute and judgment of that all-righteous 
winde which judges and orders all things by the living 
law of Equity. But what though it be fo great and 
juſt * is it therefore ſo quite different from the reaſon 
of all other puniſhments inflicted by God or man, 
that there is nothing in it of that End for which they 
are inflicted? They are Curative and for the Emenda- 
tion of the party ſuffering but this if it be eternal 
in the Scholaftick ſenſe of the word leaves no place far 
the bettering of the ſufferers,who are never to get out 
of this inexplicable Labyriath of woe and miſery. Or 
becauſe this exceedsall other puniſhments imaginable, 
muſt it alſo ſo infinitely tranſcend the very meaſures 
and proportions of this kinde of diftributzve juſtice ? 
If not, why ſhould we think that the pain and ſmarr 
of it ſhall be infinitely great and long, when the plea- 
ſure reaped by the Tranſgreſſion which brought the 
puniſhment is not in any degree equal; and when a 
ſhorter corture may make the puniſhed change their 
minde, ot leave it very probable: chey would doe ſo 
were they out of their torture and in an opportunity 
c0ſbew its Aud to imagine that God ſuffers any real 
injury and detriment from the cranſgrefſions of a 
e Creature, which muſt (ſay they) be infinite, 
becauſe he is fo, and therefore deſerve a puniſhment in 
all reſpects infinite, is to talk of God very meanly 
and too much after the manner of men; and to ſet 
ſuch a Rule for the meaſuring the demerit of 2 fault 
by as will make all ſins equal, and which they them - 
ſelves ng wv - pap ou good — 
any perſon beſide t te may be juſtly 
ulberted to be a falſe one, Now to think — 
5 L 3 rable 
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rable ſouls are ſo farre amiſs as to be beyond the 
power of all redreſs and reſtitution, is to ſuppoſe God 
made ſome of his Creatures very untowardly ; and 
that when he pronounced they were all very good, he 
looked onely upon the primitive ſtate they were in 
when they came freſh out of his gracious hands, and 
was ſo taken with that that he omitted to caſt his all- 
comprehenſive Eyes to all poſſible conditions they 
miglit afterward fall into. For certainly if he had done 
ſo, & ſeen this never-to-be-ended doom of intolerable 
pain and anguiſh of body and minde, the infinite com- 
paſſionateneſs of his bleſſed Nature would ſcarcely 
have given ſo chearful an approbation to the works 
of his hands. For none of them are good to him as 
advantaging him ought ; and thoſe of them he fore- 
ſaw would be ſo remedileſly calamitous as this po- 
theſis ſuppoſes, would have been ſo farre from being 
good as to themſelves, that it would have been the 
eateſt favour God could doe them never to have 
— them into being, But then to think they 
are not beyond the power of redreſs and recovery, and 
that that great puniſhment they ſhall undergoe in the 
end of this World may contribute much thereto, and 
yet to imagine they ſhall for all this their better dif- 
fition be ſtill kept init for ever and ever, is to fix ſo 
arſha Note upon the mercy and equity of the righ- 
teous Judge of all the world,that the ſame temper in a 
man we ſhould for ever exſecrate and abominate. And 
that they are in a poſſibility of being better, if God ſo 
—— and do not ely hinder it, is not impro- 
ably concluded by the Father from hence, That fin 
wherein they are ſo obdurately ſetled, though it hath 
| extin- 
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extinguiſhed or filenced the divine life in them, and 
for the preſent ſubjected them onely to the ſenſe, 
reliſh and exerciſe of the natural or animal, yet it hath 
left them their Reaſon and Underſtanding, ſuch as it is, 
Conſideration and Memory, which like mercenary 
Souldiers will fight on either fide, and inclineto and 
ſerve that life which is moſt powerful: If therefore 
the vigorous alliciency of the brutiſh Nature be aba- 
ted, thoſe powers will liſten to better counſels, and 
reſume the ſeeds and inchoation of a better life and 
Nature, And certainly a ſearching ceaſleſs pain 
ſpreading through Soul and body will fo abate and 
conſume all that Joy they formerly took in their 
brutiſh rebellion, that any offer of releaſe will be 
welcome to them now the tumult and hurry of their 
former laſts and eager affections is ſlaked, which alone 
before made them uncapable of better advice; and 
their cloſe-adhering pain which ſticks to them and 
ſcorches them worſe then Hercules his ſbirt, ſhould 
methinks neceſſarily force them to take up ſtrong 
and peremptory reſolutions and indignation againſt 
thoſe courſes whoſe fruits they now feel fo Freful 
to them, Whatis it then that ſhould make the merci- 
ful Governour of Heaven and earth and hell too, the 
compaſſionate Father of ſpirits, either forcibly to 
keep off and prevent this natural courſe of things, or, 
which is worſe, ſuffer thoſe Offers and Preparations 
which it induces for the bettering the preſent condi- 
tion of ſo great and ſo conſiderable à part of his: 
Creation, and for the putting of them in a way of re- 
turn to what heat firſt made them, to come to nought? 
If we look but into the natural world, we (hall finde 
| L 3 that. 
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that no diſpoſition of matter to the ſuſception of life 
is rendred void and fruſtrate, but that there is al- 
wayes ready at hand (© fruitful a principle as perfects 
— completes whatever is preſented to its further 
vivification : and yet this principle is but the brate 
obſcure ſhadow of that Almighty Goodneſs and ex- 
uberant Life which actuates and manages the moral 
and intellectual World. Surely then no preparation 
happens here which is not carried onwards as farre as 
it is capable; eſpecially ſince this may be done, and 
yet theſe miſerable ſouls we ate ſpeaking of pay ſound- 
ly for their rebellious tranſgreſſions. by a very long, 
exceedingly great and intolerable torture both of bo- 
dy and minde, And indeed by how much greater 
it is, by ſo much ſuret may we be that it will ſome- 
times have an end by the neceſſity of Nature, 5. 
gravisbrevs,takes place here too: for it being un- 
conceiveable how the Soul ſhould ſuffer any pain or 


tortute but by the harſh and diſcordant motions of 


the body wherewith ſhe is vitally united, if this Unios 
ever ceaſe,ſhe will become ſenſeleſs, and this union be- 
ing conditional upon certain terms on both ſides, and 
the conditions being ſuch as are not neceffarily at all 
times preſent to either of them, it may very well be 
— t that it may be diſſolved. For if the inducti- 
on of an unnatural foulneſs and impurity, or an over- 
vehement agitation into the blood and ſpirits and 
other fluid parts of the body, if old age it ſelf can 
make the Soul quit her unfic tenement; what ſhall we 
think ſhe will doe when it is all oa fire, when all the 
motions of it are but one continued great pain? Which 
diſpoſition of body when come to its height by long 
conti- 
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continuance is certainly farre more contrary to that vi- 
tal temper the Soul requires in the body ſhe will li- 
vingly joyn with, then either courſneſs of blood or 
conſumption of animal moiſture, For as if an actually 
perceived pleaſure was that which tempted and drew 
ont the Soul to joyn th her body, no. nan would 
ſay ſhe would ever unite with that body from whoſe 
croſs conſtitution ſhe ſhould be affected with nought 
but pain: ſo where that congruity in her which diſ- 
ſes her to that union is more deeply pitch'd in 
er imperceptive powers , à man would be apt to. 
think nevertheleſs that ſhe could not virally take 
hold of any body from conjunction with which ſhe 
ſhould after feel no motions but ſuch as would tor- 
ture her. And we may eaſily perſwade our ſelves that 
that diſpoſition of body which will not prolicite the 
Soul to join with it when ſhe is free, and her «»felt appe- 
tite catching, cannot for ever tye her to it when ſorc d 
upon her by her ſad fate, And the matter ſhe is then 
ſurrounded with being all of that tal temper, it 
ſeems neceſſary that ſhe ſhould ceaſe from all lite and 


ſenſe. So that whitherſoever we look,whether to the 


the Nature of things, we finde ſome probable h 


gracious providence of God „or the neceſſity os 
that the puniſhment of the damned, as iv implies t 


fenſe of pain, ſhall not be eter#«t in the higheſt ſenſe. 


of the word, And the Scripture too may feem to fa- 


your us, in that it calls this dreadful doom by the 


name of eternal death, which one would think did 
very ſtrangely ſet out that ftate and condition where- 
in is the higheſt and moſt ent ſenſe; but it does 
very appoſitely expreſs the ſenſe of 0rigen's 
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thefir explain d after the latter and more probable way. 
But whether-their releaſe be by any a wrought 
wit 


in the diſpoſition of their ſpirits but out death , * 
or whether by an eſcape as it were by dying to the 
body fo tortured, there is no doubt to be made but 
that both waies they may come into play again, and 
try their fortunes once more in ſuch regions of the 
world as Providence judges fit for them, For all 
things were made that they might have their being, 
and ſuch of them as are capable of life and ſenſe, and 
yet never exerciſe it, had as good not be at all, for 
they would be uſeleſs both to themſelves and others; 
but certainly there never were, nor everwill be ſuch 
— in the world, which was created and is govern d 
by that eternal minde which does nothing fooliſhly and 
in vain, And thongh that raging fire which will in 
the confummation of all things ſeize upon the earth, 
will render it and the adjoyning atmoſphere unhabira- 
ble for the preſent; yet that this ruinous defacement 
of things will extend; through the whole compaſs 
of Nature, is neither the belief of Chriſtians, nor the 
aſſertion of ſuch Philoſophers as were through their 
Skill in the conſtitution of the world fit to judge of 
ſuch Theories, And therefore if any man can con- 
ceive any of theſe Souls which ſhall be puniſhed in thar 
ſulpharows Lake fit to emerge out of it, he need nor 
be at aloſs for habitations for them elſewhere. But 
if the other way be more probable, that there is no 
getting out but by death , which is rather a dying 
in it; yet ſince they therefore onely dye becauſe the 
matter all about them is then ſuch as cannot li- 
vingly unite with it, though their radi * 
0 
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of vitality are Rilt ſafe and unperiſhable; and ſince 
that matter which for the preſent is ſo deadly, is as 
capable as ever of ſuch modifications as are vital and 
healthful, and will even by the courſe of Nature after 
long periods of time ſettle again into ſuch a whole- 
ſome temper ; what ſhould hinder but that theſe pu- 
niſhed Souls, whom long vexing pain drove from all 
commerce with matter and caſt them into a ſenſeleſs 
ſleep, will after their long inactivity awake again into 
life and action, when all things are become ſo freſh 
and fit to receive them? For if Providence hath 
been ſo favorable as to eſtabliſſi ſo gracious an Order 
in the Nature and Courſe of things as wil lead thoſe 
miſerable ſpirits to a releaſe at laſt, ſbe certainly will 
not be unwilling that they ſhould live again when all 
things conſpire to give them life, and they continue 
capable of receiving it. But Iam ſtepping, methinks, 
before I was aware into the ſiæth and laſt Opinion of 
the learned Father, which is this, 

That the Earth after her conflagration ſhill become 
habitable again, and be the manſion of men and other 
animals, and this in eternal vicißßitades. 

The Philoſopher in his Politicks ſaies, thoſe inſtru- 
ments arethe beſt contrived, and doe their work beſt, 
which ſerve but one effect and End. But ſurely it is 
an argument of a larger and more comprehenſive wiſ- 
dome, to make one and the ſame thing ſerve to ſeve- 


ral rpoſes; as we ſee Providence hath done 
bock n the 


bodies of particular an,⁶p, and alſo of 


that great and aniverſal one the World. And the 
fame courſe ſhe takes in the conflagration of the Earth 


for that one fire will be the juſt and ſalutary ptiniſh- 
| M ment 
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ment of rebellious ſpirits, and the Reſtauration of the 
earth grown old and effete unto an healthful genital 
ſtrength and verdure, And fo wonderfully ſportful 
is ſhe (as I may ſo ſpeak with reverence) in the govern- 
ment of the world, and the aſcents and deſcents of 
her great wheel are ſo unexſpected, and ſo ſeemingly 
unlike one another, (yet the (ame hand and counſel 
turns all and to the ſame End) that that very regi- 
on of the world and the face of things in it which 
even now ſeemed miſerable and forlorn, and the re- 
gion of malediction, a delivery from which was 
thought well bought at the price of death and utter 
inſenſibility, even this at the next ſucceeding row! be- 


comes a flouriſhing Paradiſe, thick ſet with vigorous 


life and adorned with all the charms and gayety of 
freſh youthful pleaſure, For the holy Father might 


think it no extravagant conjecture, to imagine chat 


the ſs and conſequences of that great Fire will 
be ſomewhat the ſame with thoſe we daily obſerve 
upon earth in bodies ſubjected to the operation of fire. 
Moſt of which conſiſt of a twofold principle, the 
one more denſe and ſolid, the other ſubtile and te- 
_ : —_— applied to — whole, and 

its i ve dane through every com- 
miſſure of parts where either it finds or can make 
its way, the finer and more agitable particles by this 
new heat and motion got amongſt them iſſue out in 
ES i thoſe places of reſtraint 
where they e lay more ſtill into the free and 
open air ; but the more heavie and ſolid are left be- 
hitd, as which — — fire, notwith- 
ſtanding all their activity, not carry away — 


. . , 
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them, being overpower'd by their exceſs of magni- 
"rude. And chough we Gs not any further pro- 
greſs in ordi res, and care not what becomes of 
the evaporated parts of the conſumed body; yet 
where either Uſe or Curiofity leads our obſervation 
on further, and we would not have thoſe parts diſ- 
ſipated and loſt, we then finde that they which ſtea- 
med forth in a vaporous rarity, being kept in by fit 
Receivers, and falling in cloſely with one another, do 
at laſt fall down again in a watery confiſtence, retai- 
- ning the ſame nature they had before they were for- 
ced out of the body they belong d to. And if the 
return of this deſcending dew was ſo ordered, that it 
might have time enough to inſinuate it ſelf again 
equally through all the vacuities it made in the body 
by its departure, it would no doubt binde and conſo- 
lidate the looſer parts thereof, and tincture the whole 
concretion with its ſpecifick virtue and qualities. 
For this is no more then letting ground wrought out 
of heart lie fallow for ſome years, and it again will 
anſwer the .hopes and reward the labour of its tiller, 
Though this example of the ordinary operation of 
fire and its conſequences for many reaſons falls ſhort of 
thoſe advantages for vitali and —— may 
be exſpected from the canflagrat ion of the earth; yet 
as it is, it lets us ſee in ſome meaſure what will be 
the neceſſary effect of that piece of divine chymiftry , 
in which Seas and rivers, and all the evaporable parts 
of the upper region of the earth, (for the metall ici 
regions below are too ſolid to be much concerned in 
this matter) and all things thereon, will in a thick con- 
fuſed cloud mount aloſt and cover the face of heaven, 
M2 filling 
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filling the aire with oy darkneſs z but their own 
gravity and that cauſe which limits the extent of the 
atmoſphere will neceflarily keep them below the pu- 
rer regions of heaven or ether : ſo that rowling up 
and down in the lower vault of heaven, and kept yer 
from deſcending by that ſmothering heat that is 
amongſt them, that intenſe fire under them, and the 
continual aſcent of new vaporous ſteams , they will 
at laſt, when theſe cauſes abate, and themſelves be- 
come more crowded and confert through their exceſ- 
ſive copiouſneſs, fall down in trickling dewie ſhowers, ' 
& mix again with that great heap of j Þ which covers 

the face of tile earth, and make her fruitful and ve- 
getative, and fill her emptied chanels with whole- 
ſome ſtreams; the Air alſo will be kindly cool'd 
and moiſtned by thoſe long-deſcending ſhowers which 
paſs through it. So that fo farre as concerns mate- 
rial , preparations of life, here may be a mew world 
again, if God ſo pleaſe, And unleſs he purpoſely put 
a ſtop to the courſe of Nature, the great principle of 
vegetative life will neceſſarily ſhape the matter, when 
duely modified, into all kinde of trees, plants, herbs 
and flowers: for the inferiour — of the world acts 
not by choice, but fatally; an being eſſentially ſto- 

red with an univerſal Seminality, wilt not fail to bring 
her treaſure into view when invited by congruous and 
ſequacious diſpoſitions of matter, And methinks tis 
very odd there ſhould be ſo fair and pleaſant a garden, 
and none to enjoy the fruits and fragrancy of it. But 
if Philoſophy hath rightly determined that the ſouls 


of brutes are ſpirits, (which for my own part I think 
is. done with demonſtrative evidence) and therefore 
remain 
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remain after all fates whatever undiminiſhable and in- 
diſſipable in their intire ſubſtances, we need not fear 
thoſe pleaſant fruits will grow up and dy unenjoyed. 
For let the conciliating principle of ſo#/s and matter 
be what it will, either þermatick onely, or ſenſitive 
too, the ſouls of brutes will not fail to unite with it 
now it is become ſo fir, If the former, their exper- 
gefaction into life will then be as neceſſary as the 
growth of herbs and flowers : if the latter, then fince 
the pleaſures of ſenſitive life are the top of the feli- 
city they are capable of, and conſequently their 
ſtrongeſt deſires are bent thitherward and without 
any check, they will as certainly unite with matter 
whereby they may enjoy them, as they will eat meat 
caſt ro them when their appetite is edged with a 
keen hunger, Burt fince the — is more rational, 
and is found in the Souls of men and Demons as well as 
beaſts, what ſhould hinder it from having the fame ef- 
fect in all, and ſo both earth and aire be again reple- 
niſned with their reſpective inhabitants? And for 
the earth it may further be ſaid, that the decorwm 
and congruity of the thing perſwades it. For fince 
there ſeems little leſs then a neceſſity that ſhe ſhould 
be furniſhed with all manner of fruits and brute ani 
mals, and that the greateſt part and chiefeſt kinds of 
thoſe fruits are ſuch as are either lictle regarded or 
cannot be come at by the beaſts, that I may not adde 
how quickly the ſoile where they grow and the plants 
that beat them will decay and come to nothing with- 
out humane culture; and further, ſince many ſpecies 
of beaſts themſelves ſeem ſo made with relation ta 
man, that without him they would be ill provided for, 
M3 
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or too much expoſed to ſuch as would prey upon 
them, and the exerciſe of their chief powers could not 
be called forth, and many appetites and affections 
which hugely pleaſe them would finde little or no 
gratiſication; this congruity of things, I ſay, would 
almoſt per ſwade one that Man ought alſo to appear 
on the Earth, to be the Father of this great family, 
the lord, governour, patron and defender of all t 
creatures therein. And there is nothing in the Na- 
ture of God to make us doubt of the truth of theſe 
pleaſant conjectures, but much which favours them. 
For, for theſe better and more perfect ſpirits to con- 
tinue yet in being, and yet to be kept ſor ever dead 
and ſenſſeſs, is to fill the world with that which is 
ly uſeleſs and in vain, (as I intimated above ;) 
and to be capable not onely of life, but alſo upon a 
new trial of their fortune to be in more then a poſ- 
ſibility of — a better choice then that they pai'd 
ſodearly for, and of returning in due time to that ſtate 


- of holineſs & ſelicity God made them for.(toall which 


werthy purpoſes they may now have a fair tu- 
nity) and yet aſter all this to ſay that God is ſo farre 
from furthering and helping on theſe hopefull begin- 

ings, that, on the contrary, by a peremptory will and 
ik hand he ſtrangles them, is at leaſt to ay this, 
that there is no certain nor probable arguing from the 
Attributes of God, by which I through a certain in- 
firmiry of my Nature was alwaies the moſt ſtrongly 
convinced, that I was by ay way of arguing what- 
ever. But if a man may with any probability argue 


from the Nature of God in ſuch ſubjects and about 
ſuch effects as depend on his operation; Cine 
perſon 
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perſon of origen, deſire his adverſaries briefly to com- 
pare the ſtare of things after. the conflagration of the 
earth with that which they ſay was before any thing 
was made, God was then infinitely good and kind, 
and by that his infinite goodneſs was moved to cre- 
ate the world; ſuch is he ſtill, for his bleſſed Nature is 
immutable, The things afterward created by him were 
not then in being; here they are all in being, and want 
onely his permiſive or ordering hand of Providence, 
They were then 2 2 poſſibility of being well 
and happily made; here they are in the very next 
ſtep to being ſo even by the neceſſary laws of Na- 
ture. Thoſe reaſonable creatures he then made were 
not indeed ſinners and tranſgreſſors; yet they were 
made of ſuch a Nature as they might very likely 
become ſuch afterward, and they have now ſound]! 
ſmarted for it, and have been afflicted even unto dearth, 
and at this terme Revenge it ſelf ſtops : then certainly 
juſt and righteous puniſſiment inflicted by the father 
of mercies and father of the puniſhed will not goe be- 
yond it; which if it doe not, it will be very hard for 
them to 1 reaſon why the Earth 
ſhall not bitable again after her renflagra- 
tion and purification by fire, and be the mantion of 
men and other animals, as well as it was in the firſt 
production of it, This is the firſt part of the Father's 
Opinion, But . was granted for true, and 
but one reſtauration of the earth and ——_— of her 
with all her proper inhabitanes was edged. 
— — _ this would 4 no * in be⸗ 
i t eternal viciffit infinite repetition 
of conflaer ations and re-prodactions which in the ſerena 
part 


88 


An Account of ORNIGEN, 


art of the dogma he aſſerts, For ſince nothing peri- 
ſhes out of the compaſs of univerſal Nature, neither 
Spirit nor Matter, it is plain there will be alwaies rea- 
dy at hand both the materials and Inhabitants of the 
thowſanath habitable Earth as well as of che kene and 


that moſt benigne principle which made and governs / 


all things, is neither leſſened nor changed at that thou - 
ſandth period from what he was at the ſecond. 

You may now poſſibly exſpe@ that the piows Father 
ſhould confirm his doctrine out of Scripture, as in 
moſt of the former he did, But here he bids you call 
ro minde the advertiſement he gave you at the be- 
ginning of his ſecond dogma , and conſider how ne- 
ceſſary and decorous it was that the holy pen men of 
Scripture ſhould not run out into ſuch abſtruſe natu- 
ral Theories, which ſo few of thoſe they were to Chri- 
ſtianixe would be capable of, but keep themſelves 
within the bounds of thoſe few plain Articles which 
were neceſſary to the reforming the world, and beget- 
ting in the minds of the ſimpleſt a firm hope of life and 
immortality hereafter,and deterring all men from the 
waies of fin and unrighteouſneſs by that ſad afterclap 
they muſt exſpect in the end of this world, leaving 
all further conſiderations not repugnant. to theſe to 
the laudable curioſity of ſuch as Nature and Educati- 
on had fitted for ſuch enquiries. Yet will he not 
wholy fruſtrate your exſpectation, for I finde him ma- 
king uſe of — following places of Scripture in be- 


of his Opinion; of old haſt then laid the founda- 
tion of the earth, and the heavens are the mork ef thy 
. hands, They Pal pris but thou endureſt; yea all o 
like a garment? 46 4 ve "7 Ju 
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and bis . chiefeſt Opinions. 
thow change them, and — ſhall be changed; but thou 
art the ſame, Where he ſaies ſuch a periſbing is ex- 
egetically ſignified, both of the Earth and regions of 
the Aire, as is conſiſlent with bat a change ; but where 
there is onely a change the ſubſtance is not deſtroyed. 
And this change being as the change of a garment 
worn out or decaying , ſuppoſes not onely a change 
tor another (which it certainly does, unleſs he that 
hath worn out one garment and after goes naked be 
ſaid to change his cloaths) but alſo for a newer and 
better, Alſo that of S. Paul, The faſhion of this world 
paſſes away, i. e. like a tarning ſcene, to exhibite a 
freſh and new repreſentation of things; and if onely the 
o/ua of this world, or the preſent outward dreſs and 
appearance of things, goe off, the ſubſtance is ſuppo- 
ſed to remain intire, And that of the Prophet 1ſazah, 
Behold, I make new heavens and a new earth: and the 
former ſhall not be remembred nor come into minde. 
How exa&ly does this agree with his put he ſis, whe- 
ther you interpret the latter part of it concerning the 
excellencie of the vernant youth and (ſpring of the re- 
newed world above the ſqualid and decrepit age of 
the old one, or concerning that perfect oblivion in 
the inhabitants of the new that ever they lived before 
in the old? And that new heavens ani new earth may 
be rnderſtood in a phyſical ſenſe, both S. Peter and 
S. Jobn make it not utterly improbable, For though 
our Tranſlation ſeems to lay an emphaſis upon we in that 
place of Peter, as if the exſpected new heavens and earth 
according to promiſe were thoſe habitations of glory 
which Chriſt ſhall give to his faithful ſubjects in his 
heavenly kingdome : yet there is nothing in the * 
ä N Whic 
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which countenances ſuch an emphaſis, The whole is 
plainly thus, That fire ſpbal melt and diſſolve all the 
combuſtible elements of Natare;yet far al that, according 
a he hath promiſed, we exſpedt thert ſhall be new hea- 
vent and new earth, or heavens and earth again, whoſe 
inhabitants ſball be better and more righteous then thoſe 
f the decaying and corrupted morld are, And the vi- 
on of a new heaven and new earth. in S. Fohn does (0 
immediately ſucceed the #niverſal judgement, and the 
caſting of death and Hades into the lake of fire, that 
it would almoſt perſwade a man that it is to ſucceed 
it alſo in order of Time, ſince there is ſo great a con- 
gruity in the thing for it ſo to do, For ſuppoſe thisQpi- 
nion true, and to have been a part of the Apocalyptical 
vifions, what fitter and more natural place could you 
aſſigne it amongſt them then that it now hath ac- 
cording to our preſent interpretation? I will trouble 
but with one Argument more, though conſiſting 

of more texts then one, but all in the ſame Epiſtle of 
S. Peter. And ſpared not the old world, but preſerved 
"OT AOON NAERH AIKALILOETNHE KH- 
PTY K A,hbaving brought the flood pon the world of the 
angodly, This they are willingly ignorant of, that there 
were of old heavens and « 70 and placed 
emidft the waters by the ward of Cad. By which conſtits- 
tien of things the world that then was being overflowed 
with 7 004 — — the heaven — fy 
nom are by the-{ame are kept in fore, reſerved for 
fre a the day of ju & — angodly men. 
To theſe texts adde that which we cited before, Bt 
we look for new heavens and a new eth; and then 
compare the ſeveral paſſages in _—_— 
. Other: 
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ther: for example, the phyſical ſtate and conſtituti- 
on of — before the Flosd is called the ofd or oti- 
ginal world, the then world, the beavens and earth 
which were of old; that after the Flood is called the 
heavens and earth which nom are, and in reſpect of the 
former might as properly be called the yew world, as 
that is called the old world in reſpe of it; that which 
is to ſucceed the burning of this is (as we have conje- 
ctured) termed ew heavens and a new earth in re- 
ſpect of the ſecond, The firſt of theſe three worlds 
is aid to _ or be deſtroyed by water for the pu- 
niſhment of the ungodly, yet ſo as Noah was preſer- 
ved to be a preacher of righteouſneſs, as ſome Inter- 
preters expound ict. The ſecond is ſaid to be reſerved 
to the deſtruction of fire tor the perdition of ungodly 
men, that ſo the third may be the habitation of righ- 
teouſneſs. Now ſince they are fo diſtinctly deſcri - 
bed as ſeveral worlds , and fince the changes happe- 
ning to them are called de ſtructions alike, and their 
ends are the ſame, to wit, the puniſhment of the ungod- 
ly: why ſhould we imagine ſo vaſt a difference, that the 


ruction of the firſ ſhould be followed with a new 
plantation of mankind by Naab and his Sons, of ani- 
mals by the pairs of each kindereſerved in the Arke, 
and of all kinde of plants by their own fruitfol ſemi- 
nalities, but nothing follow upon the deſtruction of 
the ſecond but a perfect᷑ irrecoverable exciſion of all 
—_ ! when yet the way'that this is to be deſtroy- 
ed by does as naturally lead to a re · production 
as that of the other, but after a farre longer time. 
There is one thing more I am to put you in minde of, 
which I had from a very good hand, concerning Jn 
| N 2 t 
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the texts above cited, to wit, about that odde diſtur- 
bed order of words in this ſentence, M oySoor Nut 
$rx9/00owns xupuxea. eÞvagte for ſuch it muſt needs 
ſeem according to that interpretation which makes it 
oy 00, xxpuxa and that other which makes him be 
called Y. becauſe he was one of the eight ſaved 
in the Arke, is harſh, and without example in Scri- 
pture, ſo far as I remember, What then if there be 
a myſtery in the buſineſs ? (as you know numbers have 
been commonly uſed to this purpoſe by the ancient 
Wiſdome both holy and. prophane) and as Enoch 
who was — — is called the ſeventh from Adam, 

as a type of that exſpected Sabbat iſme in the laſt da 
of the Millennial hebdomade and of this world: ſo 
Noah, who begun the world again, is called the Eighth, 
(not from Adam) as a fiewre fignifying this, that the 
ſimply- laſt period of this lower world was not then 
come to an end, but was ſtill to be counted onward;and 
the production or drawing out of the exſiſtence of 
things being here ſymbolically taught, it would be 
more expreſly done by reckoning upward in the 
numeral Scale, then by beginning — at the firſt 
of that long hebdomade. But enough of theſe fanci- 
ful conjectures, as alſo of the arguments from Scri- 
pture to confirm this laſt Opinion of origen. Unto 
all which if you in the perſon of others make an- 
ſwer and ſay, That there is no neceſſity that theſe 
places ſhould be fo interpreted as the Father inter- 
prets them, but that other convenient ſenſes may 
be put upon them, I am perfectly of your minde; but 
et further reply, Firſt, that they whoſe anſwer you 
have formed for them are commonly ſo ia” 
a that 


and his chiefeſt Opinions. 
that they will not admit of a philoſophical concluſion 
though warranted by the Attributes of God and ne- 
ceſſity of Nature rightly underſtood, and be ſuch as 
was not decorous nor becoming the ſimplicity of 
the _ to be expreſly and of ſet purpoſe taught 
by the holy writers of Scripture, who were onely to 
minde the greater and more neceſſary doctrines of 
Chriſtian Faith and Life,unleſs it alſo bring the Teſti- 
monials of Divine Writ, Secondly, t hough theſe texts 
ſhould have a more eſpecial reſpe& to ſome other 
fenſe then that we have given them, yet why may it 
not be that ours alſo was intended in ſome degree 
by the Holy Spirit? For fince the holieſt and moſt 
intellectual perſons would be very prone to fall into 
this Opinion, which they plainly aw ſo worthy of God 
and conſentaneous to reaſon, but yet could not but 
with ſome fearſulneſs fully embrace it, becauſe like to 
be unuſual and not in general vogue: it is not ſtrange 
that ſome places of Scripture ſhould be ſo contrived 
as not obſcurely to ſing the ſame Note their own 
thoughts had been harping on before, and ſo give 
boldneſs and aſſurance to their Conceptions; for a 
little touch or intimation would be enough for them 
ſo well prepared aſorehand; and as for others, they, 
either might not be fit for, or not deſerve a plainer 
inſtruction. Laſtly, whoever they be in whoſe name 
you have made this exception, of what Church, Sect 
or way ſoeyer, Ldoubt not they would have far few- 
er Articles in their Creeds and Confeſſions then they 
now probably have, and muſt proſeſs the belief of ſew- 
er Opinions then now tis likely they do, if ſo be 
they thought all groundleſs which were not * — 
N uch. 
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ſuch texts of —.— as would admit oſ no other to- 


lerable and ble expoſition then that they give 
of them. And therefore I demand of dies b che 
Father's behalf, that which they in equity _ not 
to deny him, that bis Opinion ſtand as probably true, 
and the Scriptures cited by him as commodiouſly in- 
terpreted, till ſuch time as they bring bettet argu- 
ments, mote agreeing with the nature of things and 
the Attributes of God, and clearer places of Scripture 
for the truth of the contrary, 

I have now given you an Account of thoſe Reaſons 
and Grounds the learned and pious Father had for 
thoſe ſix capital Errours ſome of the Ancients have 
—_ him with, and under which Attainder he ſtill 
lies from their Authority; and have therewith an- 
ſwered your fourth Quære. Wherein I have punctual- 
ly obſerved your commands, in giving you thoſe 
reaſons onely by.which I finde him to have maintained 
his Opinions; and have waved many other very ma- 
terial or plauſible conſiderations for confirming the 
fame, which ſome later Authors have uſed with mach 
danger, I have feared, to their lefs-ferled (or as 
ſpeak now-adaies, Free) Readers; and have 
omitted thoſe injections rather then ſtudied thoughts 
which my own melancholy Fancy hath oft with too 

eat imporrunity obtruded on my minde : which 

metimes are ſo ſtrong in me (I will not to you di- 
ſemble my infirmity ) that all the Charmes of Re- 
verend Names, of Churches, of Articles, of Con- 
feſſions, of univer proved Syſtems, have had 
mach/adoe to expel them, or ſo farre abace their force, 


that I was not catried away by them from n. 
| ity 
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lity and ſobriety of ſpirit upon which I deſire to build 
— — Biker I come to your ffth 
2#ere, Imuſt crave pardon of his venerable Aſhes, if I 
have any where diſadvantaged his Cauſe, either by my 
unskilful ement of his Reaſons, or by omitting 
any more conſiderable and convincing then thoſe I. 
have produced out of his Writings. For the general 
Opinion of the Learned, that the tranſlations of them 
were ſo ſacrilegiouſly mangled and performed with ſo 
little judgement and faithfulneſs, made me never care 
to look much into them, ſince I could not be certain 
whether I read the mind of origen or ſome very mean 
Author; and therefore I was now forced, that I might 


obey your commands in ſome meaſure, to tumble 
them over as my hand led me, and where by chance 
I ſpied any hopes that there was ſomething there- 


' handled proper for ſe, to uſe the beſt judge- 
ment I had — which was likely to be the 
genuine iſſue of Oorigens contemplative Genius, and 
which the ſpurious inter polatious of another, In 
which tumultuary labour tis no wonder if ſeveral 
things eſcaped me farre more fit to appear in his de- 
fence then theſe are which by chance I light upon. 


Your ffth and laſt Quere is, By what reaſons and 


arguments his Adverſaries oppugned his Opinions, 


and how I imagine an origeniſt would anſwer to their 
oppoſitions. 

Truly, ir, though I muſt praiſe the freedome and 
prudence which appear in the firſt part of this Quare, 
and which plainly tell me (though I well knew it be- 
fore) that you. are not willing to pronounce of any 


propo-; 
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propoſition under debate, till you have clearly ſeen 
through it from end to end, and that you are ſo 
diffident of your (elf (a ſure ligne of true wiſdome)that 


you care not to have a plauſible opinion come near 
you, unleſs you alſo have an Antidote at hand: yer I 
crave leave freely to tell you, there is ſome iniquity 
in the ſeconꝗ part of ir, in that it impoſes a perſon upon 
me which I am unfit to ſuſtain, But ſince I have already 
acted that part here and there, and am now more fully 
to doe it only for your divertiſement without the 
preſence and conſciouſneſs of any other Arbiter, I (hall 
not be much ſollicitous what ineptneſs or indecorum 
I commit in it; for you cannot for ſhame laugh at the 
ill managery of it, when by your commands alone I 
undertake it. 

Againſt his frſt Opinion they object, That tis mere 
Arrianiſme, an Hereſie condemned in che early age of 
the Church, when Truth may be ſuppoſed to have 
been free from that corruption or obſcurity where- 
with length of time and the improved craft and ſub- 
tilty of intereſſed perſons might afterwards debaſe or 
entangle it. 

To this heavie — — laid on at randome, I, ac- 
cording to my part, thus anſwer. You cannot but 
have oft obſerved how common a ptactice it is with 
men who either cannot diſpute, or begin to be tired 
with it, to make ſhort work with their Adverſaries by 
calling them Hereticks, And that I may not trouble 

ou with many Examples, nor fetch them farre, call 
ut to minde how frequently you have read and heard 
two very conſiderable parties in this Nation both for 
Learning and Piety call one the other in their Wri- 
tings 


and his chiefeſt Opinions. 
rings and Sermons Manichees and Pelagians, And yet 
both of them diſowu the Names which their adverſa- 
ry would fix on them, and are aſſured they can de- 
monſtrate it is invidiouſly but improperly given them. 
And this the 0rigenrf will ſay is his Maſter's caſe, For 
by what I have 2 above in this Opinion it is mani- 
feſt that he will not nor cannot ſay by his hypotheſis, 
That it ever was that the Sen was not, that he was not 
before he was born, that he was made d ons, armor, 
or that he is not of the ſame Subſtance or Eſſence 
with the Father, or u created, or u variable or mu- 
table, or that he ij not God of God, Light of Light, ve 
God of very God, So that if a man my be bold wit 
or without the leave of mindleſs or heated declaimers 
to think himſelf free from Hereſie, when neither the 
Anathematiſms nor the Creed of that Council which, 
if any, is to condemn him do concern or touch him, 
Origen is then pure as Innocence and Truth her ſelf 
from this Charge, Which I could very —— { 
demonſtrate, if his accuſers had been pleaſed as parti- 
cularly to charge him. They have been indeed very 
forward to catch at one word of his, to wit, u 
Dede, and from thence inferre what their humours 
pleaſed. One of them ſaies, becauſe he ſaid 9 
therefore he denied the Son to be begotten; whenas 
he oſten calls the Divine a. the onely-begotten Son 
of God. Another of them as raſhly concludes that he 
meant by it created, and yet confeſſes that there are 
opgActicy x} ougrrugcing & & Bigyzand that this lame word 
might have been uſed by another in this matter 
N Mv but in Origen it muſt not (cape fo 
fairly, but created muſt by all means be underſtood by 
0 


it, 
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it, becauſe he does in many places (yet none of them 
are produced) e > prone] Oe mis TÞ 
rare: $50m1es Ts x a. Which is manifeſtly falſe; 
for he where calls the AoyQ. God and the Crea- 
tor of 2 and according to his doctrine of the 
holy Trinity he is ſubſtantially, eſlentially and immu- 
tably ſuch, and of the ſame Divinity and Eſſence with 
the Father, therefore certainly no Creature. And 
though Af, his tranſlations are of no certain 
credit, yet certainly his appealing to origen s Wri- 
— — their original and in the hands 
of his Adverſaries, for his plain affirming the Father 
and Son to be of the ſame Subſtance or Eſſence, is 2 
ſufficient argument that Origen did indeed think fo: 
unleſs you will think Raff ſuch a fool as fo confi- 
dently to appeal to ſuch teſtimonies out of his Wri- 
tings whom he would defend, as one might 
convince of falfity. Nay Epiphanius. himſelf bath 
one quarrel with him for the inconſiſtency of his do- 
— in that making the Sow of the ſame Efſence 


with the Faber he makes him alſo created, but this 


created is his own inference from the word 977 (as I 
ſaid before) not the affirmation of Origen, And it may 
further be ſaid in his defence as to the uſe of this word 

what is for the defence of all the Fathers before the 
Nicene Council, that they ſpoke {eſs cant ios fy in the 
Dactrine of the Trinity, For till the Church had for 
the ſecurity of this Article determined that the Belief 
and on of it ſhould be in ſuch certain con- 
ceived words, and had forbad the nſe of others which 
tre obnonious to ſuch interpretations 28 were in- 
rr 
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dicted words might have beten then harmleſly ofed, 


which could not afterwards withont great carcleſbeſi 
of ſpirit, neglect of the Governours of the Chutch 
ot heretical petſwaſion, And particularly this word 
game im its large ſenſe fignifies no mote then what is 
true of any thing whatever that hath 4 cauſe of its be- 
ng and exfiſtence 4 and therefore its thoſe early ages 
the Church which ſpoke more — and intell}- 


wy 1 * have deen uſed without ce, but cer · 


afterwards when ſubtilty and nicenefs about words 
had made men peeviſh, For that i is alwayes the 
fame with lis and , 3s Ep beni would have 
it, no Critick will grant: for do patticalarize 
the way of production, and that ſuch ar one as is not 
competent to the Brerndl Sow of God, which that other 
does not neceſfarity, Neither did Origen for ouglit 


that appears uſe it often: 1 am ſute Eg phaniu tadtes 
notice of it onely once, to wir, out of his Preface to 
his Expoſition on the Pſalms. And be did 


never uſe is at all; for he himſelf 1 ſome 
Heretishs corrupted his Writings while he was yer 
hing; what would they then doe think you w 
be was not preſent who could authenticully convince 
them of their foal ? Aud ir is well known iti 
the Records of Ecc ical Story that the ' Arvians 
would have kept up their blaſphemous Errour by the 
venerable Authority of og %. | How euſſe then was 
in for them a erafty and 2 on, and 
ſometimes in power, to change e into 
J; 1 trouble you or my felf 
with fo tedious a chaſe of 2 1 — _ 
2 an 


not raifs ſuch Tragedies in thoſe dayey as 
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ſtantial frame of Origen's hypatheſis concerning the 
Trinity is ſuch in-the nature of the thing, as makes. ir 
impoſſible there ſhould be any place for ſuſpicion that 
he thought the Sen of Goda Creature; unleſs he could 
think him a Creature whom by that hypotheſis he 
acknowledges eternally exſiſtent, and eſſentially and 
immutably endowed with perfections truly Divine in 
an infinite degree, and to be the-Creator of all things, 
And therefore all thoſe expoſtulations of Epiphanizs 
are loſt as to Origen by being miſapplied. How is he 
adorable if he be a wade God? Nothing created can 
be worſhipped, Does Chriſt the Word ever ſay, God 
created me, or my Father created me:? or: does God 
ever ſay, I have created the Son and ſent him to you? 
How can he be created who ſayes, I in the Father, and 
the Father in me, and we two are one? For theſe 
and ſuch like ſayings Iam not concerned in, and there- 
fore let thoſe Hereticks, whether Ancient or Modern, 
anſwer them (if they can) againſt whom they are 
truly levell'd, 

His ſecond and third Opinions are ſo conjunct, and 
his Adverſaries Arguments againſt them ſeveral. of 
them ſo indeterminate, that I think it beſt co joyn 
them both in one, and leave it to you to diſtinguiſh 
which argument belongs to which Opinion. It his 
Opinion (ſay they) of preex/iftence and lapſe of ſupe- 
riour beings into this inferiour life be true, where is 
then the iction to Adam and his ſeed, Increaſe 
and multiply, and repleniſhthe earth ? For it would be 
- curſe rather then a blefing according to him who 
turus Angels into Souls, and makes them deſcend 
from their high pitch of Dignity to theſe infinicg ha- 

1tAtLONS, 


aud his-chiefeſt Opinions. 
bitatiohs.' As if GoJ could not ſupply humane kinde 
with Souls, unleſs the Angels ſinned, and there be as 
many ruines in Heaven as births on earth. The am- 
biguity of the word Angels being premiſed, and no- 
thing underſtood here by it but humane Souls inhabi- 
ting ſome purer Regions of the world, I then anſwer 
that this Objection proceeds upon a miſunderſtanding 
of origen's hypotheſis, as if he made the generations 
of mankinde to be ſupplied by the deſcent of ſuch 
Souls or Spirits into terreſtrial bodies, while ſuch, i e. 
whiles by congruity of life they were fit to be the In- 
kabitants of thoſe better dwellings. This I confeſs 
would be à condition they may juſtly wonder God 
ſhould fo ſpecially own and favour by his Benedictiłon. 
But if through the neceſſary incompoſſibility in crea- 
ted Natures incorporate, thoſe Spirits. which were 
ſometimes Inhabitants of more happy places, and the 
Eyes and Ears of Providence, and inviſible Adminiſtra- 
rours of the affairs of ſome parts of ar hr King- 
dome, become by degrees after long periods of better 
life fit onely for the terreſtrial, which is the Father's 
minde: - for. theſe. to be born upon earth and reap 
thoſe ae which the eternal Wiſdome and Good 
neſs, who paſſes through all things and conditions, 
and hath leſt ſome impreſſions of himſelt in all, hath 
imparted to that life, is neither to make any violent 
breach in Heaven, nor is any curſe to thoſe deſcending 
Souls, For ſuch mutable Creatures may have ſo worn 
out ſome way or other their more perfect vitality, 
that the diſordered ruines of it may be very uneaſie to 
their ſenſe, and à pain rather then any ſatisfaction; 
and to be awakened into a life though inferiaur in kind, 

rr „ O3 yet: 
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yet ſtronger and fuller in the ſenſe of thoſe delights it 
affords then the meaneſt and loweſt ruines of the /#- 
perieur were, may be 2 releafe and advantage. But if 
they be born into this world one of the dark womb of 
death and inſenſibiluy, tis then a manifeſt Heff;ng to 
them. And God, who hath furniſhed every kinde of 
life with its proper and ſutable good and pleafure, may 
very truly and righteouſly be ſaid to impatthis bene- 
dition to thoſe Bemgs which are vivificated into it, 
when they were capable of no better. And wherher 
he made them of ſuch a Nature as to be capable oneſy 
of one condition of life and one place of habitation, or 
of more, makes no matter, ſince by the eternal laws of 
Natare or Demerit they are now become fit onely for 
one; and for this preſem tut can per form cheir parts 
it it as well and as ſutably to the ends of Providence 
28 if * had been originally made capable of this 
alone. Shall T call char an argument, ot 2 pitiful 
miſtake in S. Ferome, wlich he hath formed with a 
great ſhew of ſubtilty and coherence, bringing his ad- 
verfarie at laſt (as he imagined) to a gros dity : 
His words ate thefe, $i anime full anttquan Adam in 
Paradifo f the terreſtrial one] fermarttur, in quoliber 
fats & ordine, & wixil & u aliquid; (neque enim 
peſſomas incorporalem & aternam in modom glirium 
immobilems torpent mꝗue ſemiye] vecrſſe eff ut aliqus 
cauſa preceſſerit, cur que pri ſine cos pure fit, poſtes 
rircyndata ft corpore, Et ſi anime eff naturale eſſe 
fur eorpore , ergo contra nahurans eff eſſe im corpore, Ji 
contra naturane ft eſſe in corpore , ergo ReſurretFis cor- 
poris comra naturam erit. Sed non 157 Nefurrectis con- 


4 merurum : ergo funta ſemrmiam veffrans corpus 


quod 
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quad contra naturam oft reſurgens, animam nos habebit. 
I know not what to make ot this, nor how to interpret 
it ſo as it ſhall have any force at all; for if by being 
without a body he mean a terreſtrial one, I wonder why 
he ſhould ſuppoſe that the origeniſts neither had nor 
could aſſigne a cauſe, why the Soul once without a ter- 
re ſtriai body d afterwards be cloat hed with ſuch 
a body, For he himſelf takes notice out of origes of 
very ſufficient reaſons how this ſhould come to paſs, 
as I have before ſhewed, And further, it is ſtrange he 
ſhould think it an abſurdity to an Origeniſt to deny the 
Reſurrection of ſuch a body, whom he knows and of- 


ten affirms makes the myſtery of the Reſurrection to 


be our vivificatios into an athereal life and the obcai- 
ning of an ethereal body. But if by being without 
4 body he mean without any body at all, you may juſtly 
wonder at fo great a ſorgetfulneſs and dormitation 
in ſo acute and diligent a Writer; ho amongſt other 
of origens Errours or Phancies (as he calls them) 


does more then once take notice of this, That he 
mates al created Spirits have bodies according to the 
Nature of thoſe Regions of the world they live in, and to 
change them as oft as they ds their — — from the 


higheft Heaven 19 Barth the loweſt all; ſo 4 
that they never will be without a body (if they be alive) 
ſo long a5 there is any matter in the world, So that how- 
ſoever you interpret him, the Objection will be piri- 
fully precariaus,or a groſs careleſaeſs and inadverten- 


Hither muſt alſo be referred what Epiphanius 


1nd his two Affiſtants Proctas and Mer badi as keepſuch 


a ſtirre about, to wit,the Coats of 5kins which God in 
the ſtory of Adew is faid to make for him, which: 
Origen: 
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Origen interpreted terreſtrial bodies, wherewith Adam 
and Eve were cloathed upon their tranſgreſſion. But 
they think tis plain from the order and words of the 
hiſtory, that they had ſuch bodies before their fall, 
even from their firſt Creation, for God is there 
ſaid to form man ont of the duſt of the ground, and make. 
the woman of Adam's rib, and when ſhewas brought to 
him he ſaid, This is bone of my bone and fleſh of my fleſh. 
But what a poor attempt Gs chi of theirs to pals over 
thoſe ſubſtantial arguments by. which he maintains the 
reaſonableneſs and concinnity of thoſe two Opinions 
of his Præexſiſtence and deſcent of Souls into terreſtrial 
bodies, and to catch at an interpretation of a word in 
ſuch an Hiſtory as the moſt learned both of Fews and 
Chriſtians have always acknowledged to contain more 
ſenſes then the plain and literal one? And in ſuch 
myſterious writings, which are to look- more wayes 
then one, and handle Subjects of much different na- 
ture, tis not ſtrange if there be ſomething-in the Or- 
der wherein they are handled which may ſeem per- 
plex'd to thoſe who are onely for the literal ſenſe, and 
who have not the freedome and patience to obſerve 
the continuity of the Allegory, but ſnatch at one ſingle 
part of it, and disjoynt it — the reſt, and if they can- 
not fit it to that Order they have ſet to themſelves 
in their interpretation, preſently reject the whole as a 
perturbed intricate Fancy. But how congruous all 
— are in the Cabbala of the Creation, and how na- 
torally one part follows upon another without vio- 
lence to the Leiter, you may fully ſee in that learned 
Gentleman's Cabbaliſtical Conj ecture to whom I te- 
terred you before. And ] dare appeal to the Fancy of 
| any 
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any man, though but meanly capable of underſtanding 
what is proportionate, congruous an appoſite when 
he hears ic, whether any thing can be more comely 
and more expreſſive of the condition of the Soul fal- 
len from her divine and intellectual ate into an ani- 
mal condition, then to ſay ſhe is then cloathed with 
the skins of a brute, And methinks Proclus, if he un- 
derſtood himſelf, ſhould have little reaſon to quarrel 
at Origen's Allegory, who himſelf makes theſe Coats 
to ſigniſie ⁊ dm = Cour 12xeommes xan- 
oxd/aouwm, They have another bout with him con- 
cerning this matter, for affirming that we were turned 


out of Paradiſe celeſtial before we came to awell upon 


Earth. For tis plain (ſay they) that Paradiſe is a plea- 
ſant place upon earth appointed for the happy and 
quiet habitation of the Saints, from the rivers of it, 
Tigris and Eaphrates, &c. For could the earth bear 
the down-powring Floods of ſo much water crumbling 
in ſuch heaps from Heaven? Do you not ſmile at 
ſuch Arguers? and I fear you would laugh at me if I 
ſhould induſtriouſly ſet my ſelf to anſwer them. I 
ſhall therefore onely minde them of another Paradiſe 
ſpoken of in the Goſpels, where Chriſt promiſed the 
good Thief he ſhould be with him; mhither S. Paul 
in his Epiſtles ſaies he was canin ud; which S. oha 
alſo calls'by the name of the Paradiſe of God, fome- 
where within the compaſs whereot grows the Tree of 
Life, and whoſe rivers are the water of life, I would 
know of them likewiſe what they would anſwer to the 
authority of the beſt Jewiſh Writers, who generally 
ſay that Paradiſe is out of this world, and was created 
before this lower world was. Nay Ferome —_ 

| P ere 
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here helps Origen's cauſe with, his authority, conclu- 
ding thus from the words of the Text, Ex quo mani- 
feſtißimꝰ comprobatur, quod pris ſquam cælum & ter- 
ram De us faceret, — ante condiderat, Queſt. 
in Gen. But 'tis no wonder the —_— ſhould tal 
at that rate they doe; for they plainly' affirm that 
the eternal habitation of the Bleſſed after the Reſur- 
rection ſhall be upon Earth, Saint Ferame hath other 
Texts of Scripture againſt Preexfſftence, which in his 
own words are theſe: Pater w{que modo operatur, & ego 
operorz and that of Tſaiah, Qui format ſpiritum ho- 
mini in ipſo; and that in the Pſalms, i fingit per 
fingulos cords rorum. By theſe places he thinks it ap- 
pears that God does daily as there is occaſion create 
Souls. To the firſt I anſwer by demanding what ne- 
ceſſity there is that the working here mention d ſhould 
ſigniſie Creation of Souls? Are not all the works of 
his Providence in continuing life, motion, order to the 
world and every part of it, in governing and managing 
all by his Goodneſs, Power and Wiſdome to their be- 
hoot and advantage, ſufficient to verifie this ſaying, 
that the Father worketh hitherto ? and does not our 
Saviour's adding, and I work, with reference to that 
beneficent' miracle he had wrought on the Sabbath- 
day,plainly intimate what kinde of operation he meant 
in both £ And if I ſhould confront Ferome's — 
tion with that in Geneſis, God reſted on the Seventh da 
from all his work, or that of Saint Pan, His works were 
finiſhed from the foundation of the world, I am ſure I 
ſhould have Reaſon and Philoſophy on my fide; and 
their Exception, that theſe places are co be underſtood 
of the Species of things, is not ſo plainly gathered 
wn 
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from the words, as is my interpreting of wy Father 
worketh hitherto, of his nvvks of Providence ini con- 
wtinual Beneficence, His other two places mean no 
more then this, that God is the Creatour and Father 
of Souls or Spirits, and by his Power over them 
molds, faſhions, and changes them as he pleaſes; both 
which are true though the Soul ſubfiſted from eternal 
ages, You will ask me then, Where lies the Fa- 
ther's Argument © Truly, Sir, it is ſo thin and evanid 
a ſubtilty, that your great Minde made for and uſed to 
great Objects may very likely miſs it; but this it is, 
He reads the words thus, wh forms in him the Spirit of 
man, not the Spirit of man which is in him, This 
would have been pretty had he firſt proyed by ſub- 
ſtantial arguments taken from the Nature of the Soul 
or Providence, that the Souls of men could not exſiſt 
before they inform'd a terreſtrial body; but having 
not done that, nor ſcarce endeavoured it, his argute- 
neſs is ridiculous. For who can doubt but that the 
Prophet meant the fame with that more compleat and 
xpreſs form of ſpeech in S. Paul, Who knows the 
t of a man, « yuh a> 804g T4 arvgrs mw Gs 

un; If I ſhould ſay of that elegant Watch you did 
me the honour to give me, that your own near and 
curious hand wrought and form d all the Springs and 
Wheels in it, no man would be ſo mad as to think 
I meant that you — them within the Caſe; or 
if-I ſhould tell you (which I may with truth) that I 
have been ſo oft at Alney-thorpe that 7 know all the 
inhabitants in it, I hope you would not think that 
the Image of your noble Perſon was ſo ſeldome in my 
Fancy, or that I was of ſo fantaſtick a memory, — 1 
P 2 new 
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knew you and the reſt of your neighbours onely 
when I was there, but ſhould not know you at my 
own Hermitage or any where elſe, f 

Theſe are all the Objections they have (ſo farre as 
I remember) againſt theſe two Opinions of origen, the 
Præexſiſtence and Deſcent of the Soul into a terreſtrial 
body; unleſs you will give ſo much to the authority 
of Ferome in a metaphyſical argument, as to take that 
magnificent bravado of his for another, Quod vos mi- 
ramini, olim in Platane contempſimus. And do not you 
think now, Sir, that theſe good Fathers having ſo 
ſtrenuouſly and perſpicuouſly ſhewn that theſe two 
dogmata are inconſiſtent with the Attributes of God, 
and contrary to the nature of things, and having fo 
plainly demonſtrated the ſophiſticalneff of origen's 
Arguments and the inconſequence of his illations, laſt- 
ly, ay by.ſo plain and cogent places of Scripture 
proved the contrary poſitions to be true, do you not 
think, I ſay, that they had reaſon to call theſe Opi- 
nions of his Tepel:.quor xj Tezmaxgrouer, Non-ſenſe and 
Stolidity ? I leave you to judge. 0 

But I paſs on to their Objections againſt his fourth 
Opinion of the Reſurrection. And here they are more 
copious, I mean in arguments taken out of Scri- 
pture; for Ido not yet remember that they make uſe 
of. Ethnict and ſecular philoſophy (as they ſpeak ) 
againſt it. And indeed their arguments are ſo nume- 
rous that it is a prejudice againſt the truth of their 
cauſe: for though a ſingle text or two may proba- 
bly eſcape the obſervation even of a diligent reader; 
yet that ſuch a multicude as they boaſt of and oſten· 
tate ſhould be all unmarked by origen, one ſo 7 

vers 
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vers d in Scripture that he had it all without book, or 
that he ſhould be ſo ſtubborn and pervicacious in his 
falſe perſwaſion who was ſo hearty and ſincere a Chti- 
ſtian, is a very wonderful thing. In many of their ar- 
guments againſt him they are ſo phanſyful and alle- 
gorical, and do ſo toy and ſport with a word or two 
in the text; that if a man did not know the perſons, he 
would certainly conclude either ſuch Argumentatours 
or the Queſtion was not ſerious ; or that they thought 
their adverſaries ſuch muſhromes, ſo ſoft and fooliſh, 
that they would be put off with any thing, Such Ob- 
jections as theſe I ſhall not trouble you withall z the 
chief of the other which have a better ſhow and pre- 
tence I will give you, They ſay then, With what 
body our Saviour roſe and aſcended into heaven, with. 
the like ſhall we be raiſed again and live in heaven with. 
But he roſe with the very ſame fleſh and blood he had 
before his crucifixion, as is_manifeſt from his ſhew- 
ing the print of the nails and of the Souldiers ſpear co. 
S- Thomas, and aſcended with the ſame to heaven in 
the ſight of his diſciples, To this origen himſelf an- 
ſwers in the words of Ferome, Illud carpue aliis pollet 
privilegii, quod de viri ſemine & carnis voluptate non 
natum eſt. Comedit poſt reſarrectionem ſuam & bibit, 
& 2 apparuit, tangendum ſe prebuit ; ut dubi- 
tantibus apoſtolis fidem faceret reſurreftions. Sed ta- 
men non diffimulabat naturam aerii corporis & ſpiri- * 
talis : 2 enim ingreditur oſtiu, ya in fractione 

ni ex oculis evaneſcit, Aud in, other places he adds, 

is being not known of the two diſciples going to, 
Emmaus,nor of Mary in the garden, his walking on the 
waters , his eſcaping from-the multitude when rk 
P 3 


In Account of On1Gen, 


led him to throw him headlong from a rock. Some 
of which paſſages at leaſt verify 0rigen's illad cor pus 
aliis pollet privilegiis ; and the effects of theſe pri- 
vileges are ſuch as naturally proceed from tennity of 
body : For this diſpoſition is both eafily mouldable 
into any form and ſh pe by the fancie and other na- 
tural powers of its actuating Spirit, and Nſo eaſily 
paſſes through ſuch bodies as to others are impervi- 
ous, and is deyoid of Eravitation, But Oorigen no where 
ſaies that the body of Chriſt upon earth was not tru- 
ly fleſh and blood, For he knew well enough that there 
is no other difference in matter then what it receives 
from ſuch or ſuch modifications of its parts, and that 
it is capable of all theſe modifications where a ſuffici- 
ent cauſe works upon it, and ſuch he very piouſly con- 
ceived the Soul of our Saviour to be : which could as 
well fix and conſtipate the matter of his body into a 
terreſtrial craſſeneſs, as looſen ic into a ſpiritual tenui- 
ty; and when it was wrought into ſuch particular 
modifications as conſtitute the form. of fleſh and blood, 
it was then as truly fleſh and blood as that is which we 
mere —— men are — ——. * * æco- 

of his evangelical undertaking in his life 
ad each requiring ſuch a body, he very rarely gave 
any publick ſpecimen of that mighty power which was 
in his quicknrng Spirit; but was content to want the 
happy privileges of thar freer life he might have en- 
9 by exerting that his heavenly power. For his 
humble and obe ient Soul was reſolved to perfect 
what he had taken upon him, whatever d 1 
whatever inconvenience he ſhould endure from the 
weight and preſſure of his Servile ſchemes, And more- 
over, 
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over, a firm hope of life and bleſſed immortality of 
the whole man being the main end of the Chriſtian 
myſtery, and the palpable evidence thereot in the per- 
ſon of our Lord being neceſſary to make his Apo- 
ſtles and Diſciples with boldneſs and courage and 
convidtive teſtimony preach the Goſpel in the world, 
(whom we finde ſo amaſed at his death and crucifixi- 
on, that they knew not what to think of it;) it was 
therefore neceſſary that he ſhould exhibite himſelf to 
them again after his reſurrection in the ſame ſen- 
fible manner of —— that he did before his 
death: and if with the prints of his wounds received 
at his crucifixion, twould be the better, leſt their 
backwardneſs of belieſ in ſo ſtrange an Event ſhould 
make any of them (as it did S. Themas) ſo curious as 
to demand or need ſo punctuil an aſſurance; for this 
the wiſdome®f his economy required as well as the 
other parts of his condeſcention, But for all this 
ſome of thoſe inſtances onigen takes notice of, as alſo 
his —_— do very fairly invite us to believe, 
that he had that in him which was of ſuch ſovereign 
exergy and life, as could ſwatfow.up what was mortal. 
is victory, and ſubdue every thing to a a. And the 
exerciſe of this power being onely reſtrained for the 
orming his temporary diſpenſation upon earth, that 

ing ended, who can doubt but that it would then 
freely break forth and melt his body into ſuch a rarity 
and fineneſs as would like a winged chariot carry him 
from the earth? and the exertion of this power be- 
ing ſo temper d as not forchwith to make his body 


pure ether, he might as well for ſome time in his 


aſcent be corporally beheld by his diſciples, as abe 
and. 
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and Spectres are, whoſe ſudden ene does ſuf- 
ſiciently manifeſt that they had not ſuch bodies as we 
terreſtrial men have, Nay Epiphanius himſelf, not 
wont to be very philoſophical, though he contend for 
Chriſt's riſing from the cead with che ſame body he 
had before, yet he preſently tells us what ſameneſs of 
body he. means by acknowledging that his raiſed 
body was changed into a ſpiritsal ſubtilty and tenui- 
ty , by the advantage whereof he entred the doors 
when ſhut , which (he ſaies) cannot be done by the 
bodies we have here % & waxupips, and not ha- 
ving yet attained their ſpiritual tenuity. He affirms 
lizewiſe that the body which Chriſt ſhewed to 
S. Thomas was the ſame which was crucified , but 
changed into a ſpiritual tenuity, and that which was 
before rawpeps was then mdugmagy and Aemopepis. 
How farre this is from the OrigenianBhereſy I leave 
you to jadge; and ſhill let his adverſaries fight it out 
amongſt themſelves, ſince I perceive there is diſſenti- 
on amongſt them. For it is not the ſame individual 
articles of matter that we in this queſtion principal- 
y deny or diſpute about, but the ſame modification 
and conßſtency of. body with that which is in fleſh and 
blaod. ' Ir may perhaps ſeem to ſome very (ſtrangely 
done of us, (that I ſay no worſe) who read that the 
#ſcent of Chriſt from Heaven was his humiliation, 
and his taking upon him the form of 's ſervant an] be- 
ing made in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh his exinaniti- 
on, yet to be ſo deſirous to impriſon him till in the 
ſame Fervila condition, and to be unwilling that he 
ſhould reſume that ancient glory and liberty which he 
Had with God before his incarnation, And Ong 
. | one 
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done out of half as much malice as ignorance, no man 
would doubt to pronounce that it was next to craci- 
ing our Lord Freſh, and putting him to perpetual 
ame, After all this which hath been ſaid, it will 
not be neceſſary to give a formal anſwer to the Obje- 
ors Sylegiſme, But in ſtead thereof I ſhall onely 
point at two or three places of Scripture, and leave 
you to conſider them, The firſt man Adam is ings, 
the ſecond man the Lord is ewovegn@., But Chriſt 
being come or made an high prieſt of good things to 
come, by 4 better and more perfect Tabernacle, à Xdes- 
, TYngy, s Twas Tis x gπο, enter d into the 
holy places not made with hands, heaven it ＋ Fleſh 
and blood ſhall not inherit the kingdome of God, I can- 
not get it out of my fancy, but that there is an 
intimation of. ſomething contrary to the 0bjetors 
pretenſions in · theſe texts which follow, — Fe- 
ſus the Chriſt come in fleſh, "Ev TY owpgrnitii (ap- 
295 d mm O oy mais Teas Ths (Cap du, &c. 
Kai rd de, &c, I deſire you likewiſe to try if you 
can make any ſenſe of the th of S. John, from the 
33, ver. to the end, which ſhall ſo naturally agree to the 
words as that which we have aimed at in our anſwer 
to this objection concerning Chriſts body, I am the 
bread of life which truely came down from heaven, 
which he that eateth thereof ſhall never die. The bread 
which I will give is my Fleſh, which I. wil give for the 
life of the world. He that eateth my Fleſh and drinketh 
my Blood, hath eternal life, and I will raiſe him up 
at the laſt day. Many therefore f his diſciples when 
they heard this, ſaid, This is an hard ſaying, who can 
hear it? But he anſwered them, Doth this offend yew? 


— — 
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What and if on ſhall ſee the Son of man aſcend up 


where he was before ; The ſpirit is that which quic- 
tens, the fleſh profiteth nothing, the words which I 
have ſpoke unto you are Spirit and Life. This Chapter 
is by ſome interpreted of the ſymbolical participation of 
the body and blood of Chriſt in the commemoration of 
his death; which though I acknowledge to be the 
higheſt,moſt ſolemn and moſt uſeful part of publick 
devotion that the Chriſtian Church uſes, yet I think 
I may, without any irreverence to my deareſt Lord 
and Saviour, afhrm, that the effect aſcribed to the 
manducation ſpoken of in this Chapter, i. e. eternal life, 
is too great for the cauſe aſſigned, Others interpret 
it of Faith in him and Obedience to his precepts; but 
by ſo doing they doe that themſelves which they can- 
not away with in others, to wit, depart from the ler- 
ter where there is no need. For the very letter here 
is (as I may ſay) the greateſt myſtery of the Goſpel; 
the communion of the — of Chriſt being truly erey- 
nal life, the end of our Faith and the reward and crown 
of our Obedience. And if the word eating be tropo- 
logical, tis the modeſteſt trepe that can be: for what 
other ward could be uſed to expreſs out participation 
of a lach which was to give and prolong life to him 
that is made partaker of it, even as our daily food 
does to our mortal Fleſh? So that our expoſition ad- 
juſting the cauſe. and effect, 0 yet N to the 
very letter, may very deſervedly be look d as 
the true and natural one: which if le ou 
to jadge, whether we have not fully anſwered the 
Oljectian, and out of his mouth who is 77th it felf 


neun that it is a great miſtake and a diminucion to 
his holy perſon. Secondly, 


Secondly, they ſay that E noch and Elias were tranſla- 
ted to heaven in their terreſtrial bodies, and there 
live in the Fleſh and members wherein they were 
tranſlated ; therefore ſhall we likewiſe have the ſame 
kinde of bodie there which we now have upon earth. 
To this I anſwer, that that good Providence which 
governs the world hath in all ages been ſo gracious 
to mankinde, that ſhe hath from time to time raiſed 
up ſuch holy men as ſhould by their excellent life and 
doctrine teach the inhabitants of the earth the waies 
of vertue and godlineſs, ſuch as Plato calls good ſouls, 
who leaving their heavenly habitation were content to 
deſcend «s v © Tapmegyy, and aſſuming terreſtrial 
bodies underwent all the calamities and diſadvantages 
Thi co» , out of kinde good will to men, to whom 
they gave laws and taught them philoſophy, Or if you 
ſuppoſe theſe holy perſonages,friends of God and Pro- 
phets, to have deſcended ſomewhat from the ſummi- 
ty of their ethereal life, and thereby to have had a 
nearer diſpoſition and fitneſs to actuate a terreſtrial 
body, yet it was not ſo much but that they recovered 
it again before they left the earth, and therefore their 
departure hence (of ſome of them I mean) would not 
be after the ordinary way of men : and the rather,be- 
cauſe the terreſtrial life and the pleaſures of our fleſh- 
ly body do ſo exſtinguiſh our hope and belief of ſome- 
thing to come, that we have alwaies need of ſuch 
palpable pledges of continuance in life after this is 
ended; which therefore Providence mercifully affor- 
ded to the generations of men in ſuch like examples as 
the objecbion inſtances in ont of the Jewiſh records, But 
to be ſhort, I ſay, that that moſt excellent and moſt 
Q 3 energe- 
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energetical part in us which the Scripture: calls Spirit, 
being throughly enlivened, hath. a power to quicken 
any kinde of body it is united with into a vigour and 
ſubtilty anſwerable to its own might and purity; and 
thoſe two holy perſons Enoch and Elias by this ad- 
vantage of thei exalted ſpirit — of; the 
like power and virtue in good meaſure which we have 
before ſhewa to have been in our Saviour in a moſt 
eminentdegree,they might leaye the earth and aſcend 
to heaven as he did, but with no more neceſſit 
that this ſhould be in a terreſtrial body as ſuch, then 
that Chriſt aſcended and is glorified in ſuch a body. 
And for Elias, the chariots of fire and horſes of fire 
mentioned in the ſtory of his aſcenſion plainly ſignify 
to the intelligent reader in what kinde of vehicle he 
aſcended. His faſting fourty daies, and raiſing the 
widow's ſon by Rtrerching himſelf upon him ( that 
I may name no more of his miraculous operations ) 
are an argument of ſome very efficacions principle in 
him; like as it was in Chriſt to cure by a touch, who 
once ſaid that he perceived virtue wes gone out of 
him. Now wherein this miraculous power did in 
great meaſure conſiſt, Herod according to the opini- 
on of the Jews informs us, who hearing of the mira- 
cles that Chriſt did, ſaid that ohn the Baptiſt was ri- 
ſen fromthe dead, and therefore wonder-working pow- 
ers did ſhew forth themſelves in him, But Fohn did no 
miracle in his life-time, and therefore this inference 
of Herod's is not from the perſon of Fohn at large, but 
from the exaltation of power and virtue which he 
believed naturally accrewed to him from the excel- 
leacy of the ſtate of the ReſurreRion, And — 
ike 


aud his chiefeſt Opinions. 
like this may be ſaid alſo of Elias; that he had 
attained in ſome fort to the reſurrectian of the dead 
in this liſe, which in the Fewiſh notion is the ſame 
with the vivification of the'body (as is plain in many 
places in S. Pals Epiſtles) and therefore cannot 
belong to the body of Fleſh as ſuch, which he every 
where calls Sn and ener. ö . 0 
Thirdly, they object out of S. Pan, This corrupti- 
ble muſt 45 en incorrupt ion, and this mortal muſt put on 
immortality, not in general, mortal and corruptible, 
but this mortal and this corruptible. This is Epipha- 
ni& his objection ; but I think I have intimated al- 
ready what kinde of individuation of body he contends 
for, to wit, ſuch as ariſes ſtom the ſame numerical 
particles of matter, though this ſame matter be chan- 
ged into what tenuity you pleaſe, But this fame neſ 
of body does not oppoſe the aſſertion of origen as we 
ave delivered it in his fourth Opinion; which one- 
ly affirms, that the bodies we ſhall have in the bleſ- 
d Reſurrection will be of an ethereal ſubtilty, with- 
ont thinking- it worth the while to determine whe- 
ther they ſhall become ſo tenuious by the change of 
* matter porn was wot > es ay has ere- 
al purity,or otherwaies. And it they can fancy any way 
whereby that may be done, in that great Ind pede 
ſary flux of all matter in the world, in that infinite 
diſperſion of thoſe parts of matter which did once 
meet together and made up the body of a man, in 
their innumerable. aſſumptions and adoptions into 
other bodies; and this without making the exerciſe of 
the ledge and power of God nice and punctual to 
no purpoſe , and to no benefit and behoof of thoſe 
| Q3 Souls 
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Souls for whom he is mT to makethoſe bodies; 


if they can fancy any ſuch way, they ſhall have my free 


leave (if S. Pau do not ſay otherwiſe) and may be 


* too without much difficulty, who look d at 
nothing ſo much in his hypotheſis of the Reſurrection 
as the vivification of that body we ſhall then have 
into an ethereal purity, - Yet it is not amils if t 
take the advertiſement along with them which he 
gives to ſuch as ſet themſelves to conſider this Article 
of our Faith, and to anſwer the Objections which 
ſimpler men make againſt the true Notion of it, Xp3 5 
n N Qirannbty xat ava Trrots vd j: me- 
el Ths a va.gtoves a waovilgeds, owe T5: Y apyoucy 
a Sony, % Prratedry æ , es PAvapiay Hod 
vonn afvramey , «ug % Org GH, But if 
any fear they ſhall loſe themſelves and their proper 
perſonality in the world to come, unleſs the ſame in- 
dividual atomes of matter meet again to conſtitutethe 
body they ſhall then have; or if they imagine that 
Origen's way will induce that monſtrous change they 
fear ; Origen himſelf bids them take heart, and aſſures 
them there is no ſuch danger, For he thus ſpeaks in 
Met hodias, Though every body which is continually 
taking in and letting out its parts (as plants and ani- 
mals) never hath the ſelf-ſame vAungy vwrrepreroy for 
two days together, but like a river is in perpetual 
change: yet Peter and Paul remain the ſame perſons, 
— as to their — which are ſtable and ——— 
ux; and alſo as to the 40. teparlepitor w mug, 
and all ſuch peculiarities hereof 25 ns Peter 


and Paul as to their bodies. Which individuäting 
G. he ſayes continues ſtill to the body even in ae 
Reſur- 


and his chiefeſt Opinions. 
Reſurrection, but better d and per fectedt And again, 
Though it be neceſſary (ſayes he) that the Soul being 
in corporeal places ſhould uſe a body ſutable to the 
place ſhe is in, as if we were to be aquatick animals 
and live in the Sea, we ſhoul1 have a body like to what 
the fiſhes have; ſo though for the ſame reaſon being 
to be heirs of the Kingdome of Heayen and Inhabi- 
rants of thoſe excellent Regions it be neceſſary that 
we have ſpiritual and heavenly bodies: yet for all this 
our ancient 9. is not deſtroy d, though changed 
into greater glory, as was the — of Feſus, Moſes 
and Elias in the Transfiguration, Laftly, upon that 
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place, Fleſh and blood cannot enter into the K ing dome + ; 


God, he ſayes, though our body there ſhall not be Fleſh, 
yet the . of our corporal perſon remains the 
ſame. For the Father knew that there is ſuch a thing 
as humane forme in what ſtate or place ſoever the 
Soul happens to live, and that the particularizing ot 
individuating Notes of ir proceed from the particular 
ſeminal or | yah reaſon in the Soul of every indi- 
vidual man, which being a power that works fatally: 
and without animadverfion, will work alike as to the 
main ſtrokes and ligearnents in every kinde of body it 
rates upon; but whetethe matter is more pure and 
phan there no ſtrokes will mifcarry of _—_— 
the whole impreſſion will be exact, and faichſully 
anſwer the beautiful 74 according to which the 
Plaſftick works. And the truth of this he ſaw con- 
firmed by many credible Stories of the Apparitions- 
of deceaſed men, which punctually retain d the well. 
known. forms they had when they lived upon earth, 
even in their fluid vehicles of ir. So that a 
t 
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that dg in S. Paul mean the ſame indivi tcles 
of matter, but changed into an hereal con A 
as Epiphaniue would have it, or the ſame Form, Cha- 
racer and Air which particularize our bodily perſon, 
the opinion of origen according as we have aſſerted it 
ſtands good and unſhaken. But if any man out of 
heedleſneſs or prejudice will venture to ſtretch the 
meaning of it further, as if it ſignified the ſame modi- 
fication and conſiſtence of the ſame particles of matter 
with that they are in in the body of fleſb, he muſt firſt 
ask our leave to transferre the 737e to ſome other 
place, and disjoyn/ it from the words of the Sentence 


where the Apoſtle hath placed it. For if he under- 


ſtand any thing of the nature of Bodies, he cannot but 
know that the body we now have is therefore cor- 
ruptible and mortal becauſe it is Fleſh, and therefore 
if it put on incorruption and immortality. it mult par «4 
it ſelf firſt and ceale to be fleſh, For that which is eſ- 
ſentially ſuch or ſuch, is ſo at all times and in all 
places, He that ſhould take up in his hand ſome 
dirty piece of wood, and tell a by-ſtander that he could 
make that wood a pure bright flame, would never per- 
ſwade him that it ſhould continue wood ſtill, be he ne- 
ver ſo ſimple; I think he would be more wiſe and 
warty then the Satyre was, and not imagine he could 
handle it now as karmleſly as he might before, not — | 
| oy 


it to any of thoſe uſes it was fit for before it was 
on the fire: for its properties are changed, and it is 
become perfectly another thing. Laſtly, (that we may 
make an end of this) they that conſider how neceſſary 
it was for the 2 in their moſt philoſophical 
ea groſſer and more palpable you * 
peech, 


Doctrines to 
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ſpeech, leſt otherwiſe their ruder and more unlearned 
Diſciples ſhould not be benefited, will eaſily ſatisfie 
themſelves that this Objection does not ſo much as 
weaken their Opinion, who think it more congruous 
to the Nature of things to ſay, we ſhall not ſo much 
as have the ſame particles of matter (unleſs by chance) 
though = 49 to be changed into that ethereal pu- 
rity which Origen contends for, But this is more 
then our preſent cauſe required. 

Their fourth Objection is this Text, If the Spirit of 
him that raiſed Feſus from the dead dwell in you, he that 
raiſed Chriſt from the dead ſhall alſo quicken your mortal 
bodies by his Spirit dwelling in you. By raiſing and 
quickning (they ſay) the Reſurrection is underſtood, 
and the mortal bodies to be raiſed are our bodies of 
fleſh which are truly mortal, therefore in the Reſur- 
rection we ſhall have bodies of fleſh, To this I anſwer, 
firft, that the viwvification here mention'd is not the 
great day of ReſurreRion in the end of the world,as he 
that will take the pains to read from the beginnin 
of the ſixth Chapter to the end of the eighth, in whic 
the Objection is, will plainly ſee, For in this diſcourſe 
S. Paul tells us of two Principles that are in us, the 
Spirit, Mind, or inward man, and the Old man or Fleſh; 
the Law of the firſt is the Law of Life and Righteouſ- 
neſs, but of the ſecond. the law of death and fin, 
Theſe two Principles are ſo contrary and their laws 
ſo oppoſite to one another, that they cannot both live 
or reign together; hence therefore ariſes in us great 
ſlavery or diſtraction: but Chriſt was given us of 
God to free us from the latter, the law of death, and 
to ſave us by his Life, who is the Spirit of life, From 

R whence 
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whence the Xpefile according to his wont takes occa- 
ſion to teach us, that whatever happen d to Chriſt the 
Captain of our Salvatias, to whoſe image we are in all 
things to be conform'd, the ſame is wyſticely to be 
wrought in us: ſo that as he was crucified and died, 
ſo that which is mortal in us, the body of death and fin, 
was to be crucified and die likewiſe, and as he was 
raiſed up from the dead by the glory of the Father, ſo 
ſhould we alſo be to walk in newneks of life, and ſerve 
in the neveneſ5 of Spirit, which then we ſhall doe when 
that Spirit of life and power which raiſed Chriſt from 
the dead ſhall ſo ſtrengthen that better Principle in us 
which he calls Spirit, and which he ſaies is liſe, that 
it with him become the cauſe of life and vivihcation 
to our otherwile- mortal body, and make us alive from 
the dead unto God, Tao which interpretation the 
Apoſila bears witne(s.in giving thanks to God, that be 

had deliver d him the body of death, or the mor- 
tal body, and inathrming afterwards, that the low of 
the Spirit of life, or quickniag Spirit, in Chriſt Feſur 
had freed him from the law of fon and death, which is 
the law in the members of the mortal body, the body 
of fin or the fleſh of ſin; but certainly the operations 
of the S init ef life, or quickning Spirit, are all vivi- 
ficative, and if the Subject upon which they are exex- 
ciſed be the hedy, it will thereby become quickned. 
Now S. Paul affirming they had paſſed upon him does 
inly inform us, that the vivification of the mortal 
mention d in the ObjeRion is fomerhing; that is 
wrought in us in this life, contrary to wht the Ob- 
jetors pretend. And chough Tam the leiſt confidence 
of any man that heartily believes the Scripture, 
to 


and bis chiefeſt Opinions, 


to eſtabliſh the ſenſe and interpretation of any part of 
it upon titles and apices, yer having (as I think) given 
the Summary ſenſe of the Apoſtle in theſe Chapters 
(of which taken altogether a man may be more aſſu- 
red) and conceiving it very agreeable to reaſon, I think 
I may now be bolder to make my advantage of that 
which ſingle and by it ſelf I ſhould make no great 
matter of, The words of the Objection are theſe, 
If If the Spirit of him that raiſed up Feſws from the dead 

well in you, he that raiſed wp Chri A 4 rom the dead 
do ο i es D apes v uſe hall quicken even 
your mortal yo by ba or the lame Spies dwelling 
in 50; i. e. the Spirit of life and righteonſnefs ſhall 
_ his vivificative energy upon t heſe mortal bodies 


of yours, —— which without his enlivening power 
only bring f rait ano death, (hall by his ighabuati- 
on 2 


uch a preparat er and virtue im- 
parted to them, — 4 — them, but their 


fruits ſhall be ante ele ble you are conſtrain d to 
be cloathed with them, and the end and perſect com- 
tion of his wor k ſhall beo life, The thing it 
abſttacted from all full and pregnant authority of 
Seripture is fo reaſonable to thoſe who ho have conſide- 
red and marked in themſelves with what d 
we act upon ſomething in our bodies, that the leaſt in- 
timation from ſo authentick ceſtimony might be ſu · 
cient to aſſure them of the truth of it. But this ſame 
holy Apoſle, who inthe very ame Subject once ſaid, 
if 2 = —— minded God will rrotal this um 
bath birnſelf taken ſurther care that this ſo tue 
28 ſoconcerning 2 notion ſhould be received by all 
with whom his authority or 1 of _ 
2 thing 
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thing is of any value. Many places there are in his 
Epiſtles to this purpoſe : ſome of them which I now 
remember ſhall give you. And not onely they, but we 
our ſelves alſo who have the firſt fruits of the Spirit; 
even we our ſelves groan within our ſelves waiting for 


the adoption, the redemption of onr body For we 
that are in this tabernacle do groan being burthened, ſo 
farre as we would be (I do not ſay —— but ) 
cloat hed upon, that ſo that which is mortal in us might 
be ſwallowed up of life, Now he that hath made, fitted 
or framed us for this very thing, this victory of life, i 
God, who hath alſo given us as a pledge and part there- 
of the earneſt of the Spirit, — 1» whom os that ye 
believed, ye — — with that holy Spirit of Promiſe, 
who is the earneſt of our inherirance, antil the compleat 
redemption of the purchaſed poſſeſſion be — With 
which ſame Spirit the eyes of your underſtanding being 
enlightned,you will know what is the hope of his calling, 
and whe the rich glory of hjs inheritance in the holy or 
heavenly places above, and what is the exceeding great- 
neſs of his power to as- ward who believe, even ſuch and 
ſo great as he wrought in Chriſt, raiſing him from the 
dead, and ſetting him at his own right and in the hea- 
venly regions, Which places, if you minde them 
throughout, cannot but ſeem to you to intimate a cer- 
tain inchoation of the ethereal life wrought in us by 
the holy Spirit, by which the life of Feſws, the heaven- 
ly Adam and vivificating Spirit, is manifeſted even in 
aur mortal Fleſh. For what elſe can be the firſt fruits 
of the Spirit,where the whole harveſt is the redemption 
Four body from the bondage of corruption into the glo- 


.riows liberty of the Sons of God, the angelick — 
| 0 
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of the free æther? And what elſe can be the earneſt of 
the Spirit, where the whole price is the cloathing of us 
with our howſe from heaven, eternal and æthereal? Or 
what the earneſt of our-inheritance, (which ought to 
be homogeneous with the whole Summe) when the in- 

heritance is the Kingdome of Heaven, the regions of 
light and glory? But ſecondly, ſuppoſing the laſt and 

final Reſurrection in the conſummation of all things 

was meant by the Apoſtle, it would be ſo farre from 

advantaging the Obiectors pretenſions, that it would 
utterly ceſtroy their cauſe, For if the body of Fleſh 

be a morral body, if it be quickned and made a living 

or immortal one, it muſt be made ſomething elſe in- 

trinſecally then what it was; but it being Fleſh be- 

fore, it muſt not be Fleſh when*tis enlivened too. For 
if ſuch a form of ſpeaking be allowed which can recon- 

cile ſuch different attributes and affections to the ſame 
SubjeR, farewell all Philoſophy and all intelligible 
ſpeech twixt man and man, The fabled miſtakes at 
Babel at this rate of ſpeaking would not be miſtakes 
and by a farre leſs licence then they take to themſelyes 
it might bedefended, that he did right who being bid 
reach a Tromel brought a Pickaxe z and the Fox fear d 

more then the arbitrarious power of the Lion, when he 
feared his ears might be called horns, 

The 1056 Objection may be that known place in 
Fob, which Ferome wonderful triumphs in, and 
cannot tell what ground to ſtand on for joy he had 
found an argument which ſo ſtrikes the matter quite 
dead. And theugh life and immortality be brought 
to light through the Goſpel, yet he in a jolly conft- 
dence doubts not to ſay, Nullus tam apert? poſt Chri- 

R 3 Sum 
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ſum quam iſte ante Chriſtum de Reſurrectiane loqui- 
tur. But I muſt confeſs he had great reaſon to be 
ſo glad of this place as he is, for that courſneſs of ſpi- 
rit which dictated theſe words, Is ſi now in ſexs ſas 
reſurrefturw eſt, ſi non eiſdem membris que jacuere 


in ſtercore , ſi non eoſdem oculos aperiat ad videndum 
Deum, quibus tunc videbat wermiculos, abi erit ergo 
Fob ? tollis ea in quibus ſubſtitit, this ſpirit, I ſay, had 
need of ſupport from ſuch an interpretation as he gives 
this text, But he that ſhall conſider how many ſe- 
veral waies that place is tranſlated and interpreted by 
iuch as are famous for their skill in the — 
and how many words they are fain to ſupply by mere 
gueſs to make any ſentence in it intire and perfect, 
and with what ſutpence of minde they propound to 
their readers either this or that ſenſe ſo patch'd up 
by them, will be very difficultly drawn to believe the 
—__— of Fleſh upon the authority of Fal, un- 
leſs he be intereſſed by a former perſwaſion, and ſo 
think that all things he reads without chime after the 
meaſures of his inward phanſy. For the holy man 
ſeems to ſay uo more then this, That though God 
had fore afflicted and purſued him as his enemy even 
unto death, though all his kiasfolk and friends had 
forſaken and abhorred him; yer ſtill would he truſt in 
God, who he knew was the patron of the innocent 
and calamitous, who ever lives, and whoſe hand s 
not ſhor ned that he cannot ſave and deliver thoſe that 
in biw. And though for the preſent he had 

id his face from him, yet he would at laſt conſpicu- 
aufly appear far his reſcue and redetaption. And after 
wy Skin be conſumed, let that which remains of me — 
y 
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piecemeals deſtroyed likewiſe, yet I am confident 
that T ſhall fee him again who is now withdrawn from 
me, found and intire, and that with theſe — 
eyes which ſo long have ſeen nought but the wounds 
of his indignation, Now the event exactly anſwe- 
ring his hope ſo deſcribed, would probably perſwade 
2 man that the paraphraſe we have given, or ſome other 
like it, is the true meaning of the words, For the 
Lord at laſt tarn'd the captivity of Fob, and then all 
his kinsfolk and friends and acquaintance, who had 
forſaken him before in his calamity, flock'd to him 
again, to comfort him —— the evil he had 
undergone, and to congratulate his deliverance, It 
may alſo ſeem a wonderfull thing, if this place make 
ſo plainly for them as they crack, that the Fewiſb wri- 
ters ſhould not interpret it to that ſenſe ; who for 
want of any tolerable argymenrs in their Scriptures 
for the proof of the reſurrection, do pirifully and 


— catch at title and apex of 4 letter 
that looks chat way. And the reaſon that ſome give 
of this their omiſſion, to wit, that they were affraid: 


of the word redeemer, and fo choſe to balk text 
which would have mach conficm'd the opinion they 
would gladly have advanc'd, rather then by uſing u 
to that purpoſe countenance ſuch a notion of their 
Meſſiah as they loved not to bear of, it very flight. 
For certainly, here is not the leaſt intimation of an 
humble - _ —— kingdome is not of 
this world, e ſpirit and laws put contempt upon 
all thoſe things which the natural man ſo highly va- 


lues, who was at laſt to be'ignominiouſly cruciſied, 


and 10 Jeave the Civil fare of the world juſt 2» he 
Ound 
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found it, and the ems ſtill ſubject to an Idolatrous 
yoke, This is the Scandal and ſtumbling · block of 
the Jews, not the title of Redeemer x for certainly 
the two diſciples to whom Chriſt joyn'd himſelf as 
they were travelling to Emmaus ſpoke according to 
the common phraſe and opinion of the Jews concer- 
ning their exſpected Meſſiah, when they aid, we tru- 
ſted it had been he which ſhould have redeemed Iſrael. 
For redeemer and redemption in the ſenſe of the Chri- 
ſtian myſtery is not onely not inconſiſtent with, but 
neceſſarily requires Chriſt's being condemned to death 
and crucified ; and yet his death and crucifixion was 
that which made theſe diſciples conclude he could not 
be the redeemer of Iſrael. 

I ſhall trouble you but with one Objection more 
againſt this Opinion, and it ſhall be that which is 
drawn from the Juftice and Righteouſneſs of God, 
which they ſay cannot ſtand unleſs the ſame body of 
fleſh riſe again which was partner with the Soul in all 
ſhe did, whether good or bad, & accordingly ſhare with 
her either in reward or puniſhmear. For 'tis not equal 
that that body which had been induſtrious , tem- 
perate and chaſte, ſhould be ſupplanted in its hopes 
by 2 new-comer which underwent not any ſuch tedi- 
ous hardſhip and ſevere ſelf-· denialʒ neither is it juſt that 
that body which had lived in all debauchery and ex- 
ceſs and violence ſhould eſcape , and another farre 
more innocent be whipped in its ſtead, Which ar- 
gument Epiphanius further carries on in ſuch ridicu- 
lous Schemes of ſpeech, as for his credit I ſhall not 
produce, That a young man of a good fancy and 


choice words might handſomly declaim in this Cauſe 
I 
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I by no means will deny; but that there. is any thing 
in it beſide empty pomp built upon ignorance, I 
fear you would not grant, You are not wont to be ſo 
great a friend to Mr. Hobbes as to think that matter by 
what name ſoever it be called, dead or living,hath any 
ſenſe or perception at all, much leſs can ic be vertu- 
ous or vicious. Vet upon this ſuppoſal their objecti- 
on is made and bullt, which being groſsly falſe, and 
the wideſt inlet that is unto Atherſme , their ill- ſup- 
ported edifice comes tumbling to the ground, and 
tor the intereſt of vertue and religion, they ought not 
to reſent the ruine. Yet it would be very eaſie for 
me to ſhew moreover from the continual flux and 
change of our bodies that their pretended juſtice 
would not hold in their way neither; but the thing 
is obvious and cannot eſcape your notice, He that 
prevents the aſſaſſination of his Prince by killing the 
treacherous murderer, ought by your ſuppoſition to 
riſe again with the ſame ſword by his ſide wherewith 
he did that laudable action, as well as with the ame 
hands which diſtributed to the wants of the poor; 
for one is as much an inſtrument of vertue as the 
other, and as ſenſible of reward, I believe the mat- 
ter that makes up the vehicle of the Devil is as well 
content with its lot as that which compoſes the 
beautiful robe of an Angel of light. But this is too 
much to be ſaid againſt nothing. And I know no 
other uſe can be made of this objection then this, to 
let you ſee that their ſo eager and zealous o poling 
of Origen did probably proceed onely from their not 
knowing the natures of things. For, ſor want of ſome 
true ſerled notions in their mindes which might gti 

S their 
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their expoſitions of Scripture aright, they were eaſi- 
ly miſs- led by any words they read, and as eaſily blur- 
ted out very weak and ridiculous things. Which de- 
tect I perceiving in them, gave ſo much to their un- 
queſtion d piety and eminence in other kinds of lear- 
ning, as not rudely to preſs them in this queſtion 
with many phyſical conſiderations which would over- 
throw the Opinion they contend for from the very 
foundations, One whereof Ferome ſeems to have been 
aware of, and therefore to ſecure the body of Fleſh 


from diſſolution in the ethereal regions, he ſaies that 


latum carnis in teſtam excoquetur ; the beſt way I 
know to keep it unconſumed in the Fire: and he ſeems 
hugely pleaſed with this conceit, and does more then 
once make uſe of it either as a ſubtilty or an elegance 
in his diſcuſſions of the origenian Errours. If I had 
a minde to produce all the abſurd paſſages I obſerved 
in him, Epiphanius, and his two Affi ſtauts, you would 
hardly fotbear to ay (as candid and equal a Cenſurer 
as you are) they were men of ordinary intellectuali. 
But in ſuch ſubjects as are beſt diſcen'd and trueli- 
eſt pronounced of from a moral ſenſe and reliſh of 
ſpirit (which is 2 — farre more divine then the 
other) I do freely acknowledge them very excellent 
perſons, And thus have I after my laxe careleſs way 
anſwered to their chiefeſt Objections agaiaſt origes s 
fourth Opinion. 

Againſt the fifth Epipbanias ſaies not a ſyllable, 


and I think does udt ſo much as bately name it: and 


I remember nothing in Ferome about it but (ſuch ad- 
mirations as theſe, That the Devils ſhould become 
Angels again, and Fudas a Saint ! And ſiace be — 


| and his chiefeſt Opinions, 
been pleaſed to ſay no more, I ſhall not ſay much, but 
onely ask, what difference is there in the diſtance be- 
twixt a devil made an angel, and an angel made a devil? 
I am ſure the advantage is on the aſcending part rather 
then on the deſcending, for the mercy and compaſſion 
of God toall the works of his hands may reaſonably 
be ſuppoſed to help them up though undeſerving, but 
there is nothing in his moſt righteous nature which 
would caſt them down without their high demerit. But 
if S. Feromewondred at this reſtitution as certain or ca- 
fie or of ſhort diſpatch, tis his own miſtake he wonde- 
red at, not origen's opinion, at leaſt in the two laſt par- 
ticulars. What Met hodius diſputes from the nature and 
reaſon of puniſhment againſt 0rigen's making the ter - 
reſtrial body S9quor x; me as,if ic be applied to the final 
puniſhment which God will inflict upon all the obdu- 
ratel _ 5 the end of —— world, — as much 
confirm this Opinion, as he imagined through miſ- 
take of the e ror and a — 
in the uſe of a word it would weaken the third; and 
he really gives the Father as much with one hand, as 
he but thinks he takes from him with the other. For 
he very largely diſputes in his Socratical way, that all 
puniſhment is curative and for the emendation of the 
ſuffering party. Some there are chat think thoſe 
phraſes of cy a:wror and xgagor awnf and the like 
cannot be reconciled with origen s Opinion. But theſe 
Objectors ſeem to take the meaning of the word - 
„. from Scholaſtick Definitions, rather then from 
the true and lawful Maſters of Language, or the au- 
thentick Rule of its popular Uſe. For tis notoriouſſy 
known that the Fews, whether writing in Hebrew or 
S 2 Greek, 
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Gretk, do by v and aw mean any remarkable 

period of duration, whether it be of life, or diſpenſation, 
or polity, Any of which periods if plainly computable 
by a known time, they do then define it dy a ſet num- 
ber of years; but others which are not ſo known th 

ſimply expreſs by Dy or d, leaving the lengt 

of them to be determined according to the nature of | 
the Subject matter; which where it is ſuch as com- 
prehends more then a ſingle determinable «:w», they 
expreſs it in Hebrew by the phraſe of N 277, in 
Greek by tis I atwya x} in, or zu rd auwras and ts aura 
M Gh But by none of theſe forms do they 
mean a Scholaſtick Eternity, unleſs the nature of the 
thing then expreſſed require ſuch an interminable du- 
ration, And hence the Period of this world is called 
«wy Fr., when yet there is another to ſucceed it, 
d 6xsirO.' and as theſe awe; differ ſo would alſo 
the meaning of a. be different according as it was 
— to the one or other of them. And ſo in the 
wal Chriſt is ſaid to appear and ſuffer S ovrnas/e 
dive, when yet the longeſt d of all was not 
then come. And — of whom it was ſaid, Thy Throne, 
O Gad, i ets 7 d a., is yet to deliver up the 
Kingdome to God the Father, and to be ſubject himſelf to 
him who did ſubj ect all things to him; ſo that here is 
plainly an end of that Reign which is (aid to be for 


ever and ever. And as ar” «iwy@.does not in Scripture 


fignifie from all eternity in the ſenſe of the Schools, fo 
by the ſame reaſon ought not is ds to ſignifie to al 
eternity in the ſame notion: and is not eis a:wya and 
diario all one? Every Lexicographer & Expoſitor will 
furniſh you with authorities enough to confirm what 

| I 
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T have ſaid; and I leave — to judge, whether the 


whole ſubject matter in this periodical doom, the Na- 
ture of that fire and it's fewel, the powers of a ſpirit in- 
corporate, be not ſuch as will inforce us to make it 
ſhorter then ſome men do, who having got eaſie wayes 
of aſſuring themſelves it ſhall not be their portion, do as 
little pity thoſe calamitous Souls whoſe lot it may be 
as they darkly fancy God himſelf does. But though 
we from the reaſon of things and right uſe of words do 
make it ſhorter then they do, yet according to our hy- 
_ the whole puniſhment of pain and death will 


neceſſarily be ſo long as may juſtly be called ,. in 


a very high ſenſe of the word, But if out of filial re- 
gard to the authority of our dear Mother the Church 
of England you are yet ſomething backward to give 
aſſent to the probability of 0rigen's doctrine; I would: 
have you firſt to confider that all choſe that write and 


preach in this Nation are not her Sons, no more then: 


they of Gene va, or Scotland, or New England are; ſo- 
condly, I would fain know why ſhe who in her 39 Ar- 
ticles does ſo punctually follow the Articles agreed up- 
on in K. Edward's daies, or with very little variation, 
ſhould wholly omit that Article which condemns the 
reſtorers of this Opinion, if ſhe had thought it ought to 
have been condemn d. And the ſame may be ſaid in be- 
half of the preceding Opinion; for ſhe hath quite leſt 
out that Article of K. Ed. wherein it is affirm'd that 
the dead ſball be — to their own bodies, fleſh and 
bones, very modeſtly and wiſely contenting her ſelf to 
impoſe no more on the belief of her Sons in this parti- 
cular, then what the three Creeds ſay of it, which ſhe 
approves of in her VIII Article: but they ſay no more 


S. 3 then, 
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then that there ſhall be a Reſarredt ien of the drad, or 
Re ſarrect᷑ias of the -- - 
Epiphanius is alſo ſilent in the ſixth and laſt Opini- 
on, and Ferome ſaies — againſt it. Nay it ſeem d 
ſo reaſonable a doctrine, that Proclas by his ſuffrage 
confirms the truth of it. For to Ag/aophos the orige- 
niſt, in the Queſtion about our future bodies, arguing 
from the conflagration of the world,and upon that de- 
manding es , Ag ywyy mm m7 owe torr), When 
earth and air ſhall be utterly defaced, he thus anſwers, 
That there ſhall indeed be a conflagration, but not to 
conſume things, but to perfect _ renew them; for 
ſince it ĩs better they ſhould be then not be, (as is plain 
in that God made them to be, which he would not have 
done had it not heen the better) it is better they ſhould 
ever be. And to this ſenſe he interprets that of S. Paul, 
The creature ſhall be delivered from the bondage of cor- 
reption; and alſo that of Iſaiah, New heavens and new 
earth, Which is juſt the ſame with that of Sopbocles, 
Esri 38, lan: rec u . year Gs, 
Or ar mes Yugo mw e Nenn 
Xpulpw ©. au, & 3 Boone PAYS 
"AmzrTs Tt TIN ax pjueTapnc 
, udutiex. or Ar 3, &c. 
Kgw{me covey 753 d e . 
So that Proclus at leaſt grants one new habitation and 
plantation of the earth again after the conſlagration. 
_ I eſteem it a great — that = —_— are ſo 
arre at peace with us, as either to ſay nothing againſt 
us, or in our behalf; 2 in theſe two laſt Opi- 
nions of the Father, which the moſt bold and 


ventureſome of all the reſt, But it feems that as all 
| Truth 
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Truth was not diſcovered in one age, but ſomething of 
her hid treaſures is purpoſely concealed to be the price 
and reward of after-inquirers, that ſo every genera- 
tion may have ſomething of peculiar excellency to 
equal it to thoſe that went before: ſo neither is all 
Errour detected and profligated by the conduct and 
courage of the learned of one Age. And therefore 
thoſe pious and learned men whom I have made uſe of 
for the refutation of 0rigen's temerities , contenting 
themſelves with their zealous endeavours to corre 
ſome of them, have left the reſt to be the ſpoil of 
their victorious Succeſſours; which with what ſucceſs 
and by what arms they have done is not my purpoſe 
now to ſhew, For truly, Sir, I am perfectly tired al- 
ready,and your commands which alone made me hold 
out ſo long, by good hap confined my Enquiry to the 
more antient Writers; which now I have brought to 
an end: and having given you this Notice, that 
where I ſay S. Jerome is ſilent or fates little of this or 
that queſtion debated, my meaning is onely that he is 
ſo in ſuch of his writings as were purpoſely compoſed 
concerning origen s dogmats (for what he is occaſio- 
nally in his other works I cannot tell, I neither having 
them, nor being in a place where I have opportunity 
to procure them) having given you this advertiſe- 
ment, it remains onely that I beg your pardon for the 
imperfect reſolution I haye endeavour'd of your Q- 
res, and for the careleſneſs you will diſcover in 
my ſtyle, and the negligent tacking of ſentence to 

entence evento the ing my ſenſe ſometimes ; 
Faults I confeſs which might eafily be mended , bur 


not being ſo, therefore need your parcon more: for — 
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tell you the truth, I was unwilling to render the whole 


illegible by too frequent interlining, and very loath to 
write ſo long a letter over again, Which I deſire 


you to accept of, ſuch as it is, as a teſtimony of that 


t power your commands have over me, which you 
I have not detrected even in an argument where 
the Sentiments of my own mind are not at all in- 
tereſſed · for I am * 5 


SIX. 


